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Beat of Celtic songs
holds Yuppies at bay

By Barbata Zismba
special wrlter

1's the weekend, and downtown
Deiroit's trendler night spots are
jammed with dressed-to-excess Yup-
pies eager to dance the night away.

But at a popular Irish pub in
Greektown, old Celtlc songs with a
smattering ol oldics and Motown
tunes are in demand when the four-
man group Blacktharn takes the sec-
ond-floor stage.

Richard McMullan, Bob Phillips
and Dan Taggart have performed at
the O1d Shillelagh since September
1984 (“The weekend the Tigers won
the World Serles,” recalls the Bel
fast-born McMullan).

NEWCOMER FRED Klein came
aboard in February when he was
brought in te perform on a recording
the group previously cul.

Blackthorn's genesis took root
when teachers Phillips and McMul-
lan met while both worked at War-
ren De La Salle High School.

casionally McMullan would sit in
with him.

Taggart, a manufacturer’s repre-
sentative with Autometive Indus-
tries, was Involved with Celtie (pro-
nounced KEL-TIC) musle stnce 1976,

“I played al) over New England,
then came back to Detroit in 1981,"
Taggart said. “Then T got together
wlth Bob, and then we got together
with Richard, and the rest is histo-
ry.”
When the Shillelagh {pronounced,
SHIL-LAY-LEE) hired the three mu-
siclans, they chose an appropriate
name for their group that tied In
neatly with their downtown digs. The
shiflelagh, a wooden club, is tradi-
tionally cut from a blackthorn tree,
explained McMullan,

The Shlllclagh’s patrons are pre-
dominately college-aged, although
not exclusively so. There are drawn
to the pub’s relaxed, non-singles bar
atmosphere and the easy rapport
with Blackthorn.

AUDIENCE P{nTlCIPATOBY

For almost two years,
and Phlllips were almost unaware of
each other’s existence, let alone that

sing-alongs)
are mandatory, and newcomers
quickly cateh on Lo the chorus of the

lar “Wife and Black Velvet

they were both

“1 was playing solo at folk clubs
on the east slde,” said Phltlips, who

Band."

Playlng a pub sctting means that
n's repertotre must stretch

teaches at Brother
Rice High School. “When we [inally
met, we started hanging cut in emp-
ty classrooms after school and
played guitar,”

PHILLIPS WAS also playing at
Unlon Street, a popular Wayne State
Universily student hangout, and oc-

beyond authentic Celtic fare to In-
clude mainstream selections. “But
that's also another reason why we've
been so successful,” McMullan said.
“Qur stuff runs the gamut from Irish
music to '60s material.”

Audience musical sophistication ls
increasing. White a medley of stan-
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dard Irish tunes is always In de-
mand, Shillelagh customers are re-
ceptive to genulne Irish foik musle.
“During the flrst two sels, they're
very aware, really listening,” Phil-
lips sald. "By the third and fourth
sets, it changes to the old parish hall
atmosphere and they want to partic-
Ipate more in what's golng en.”)

COLLEGE STUDENTS from as
far away as Ann Arbor and Lansing
come to Detroit to catch Black-
thorn’s act, and McMullan and Phil.
Hips often recognize past students

dropping in to catch thelr former’

teachers performing.

One Saturday last June, members
of Brother Rice’s Jazt Band, who
had since graduated, showed up at
the Shillelagh to jam with the group,
and the crowd roared ils collective
approval,

Music from today's Ireland, par.
ticularly the “Six Countles*~ North-
ern Ircland — Is dlfficult to include
in thelr act.

“Some of the more recent songs
are pretty bltter, and we try to stay
away from the more political as-
peets of the musle that don't really
fit Into his ype of atmosphere,”
McMullan sald.

One song the group does perform
that's been well recelved by Shil-
lelagh audiences tells the true story
of two friends, onc a Protestant and
the ather Catholic, who are both
kilted In the violence that’s.been a
part of life in Northern Ireland since
the 1960s. Blttersweet rather than
angry, McMullan brought the song

frish group Black Thorn changes the beat for Greektown Yuppies.

with him from a recent visit to his
homeland.

IT'S THE KIND of song that can
qulet a crowd that's a little out of
-hand, and the four musicians rely on
their humor and a ballad or two to
scttle things down,

On the (lip slde, sometimes an au-
dience éan become so attentive to
what Blackthorn is performing that
the pub takes on a concert-like
mood. While it's not an unwelcome
reactlon, the group admits It’s a lit-
e odd considering the surroundings.

For the most part, though, it's a
fun-loving crowd that fills the old
downtown landmark that at the turn
of the century was a Greek men's

IN CONCERT

club. Visitors {rom as far away as
Australin are nol uncommon, and
the band trics to oblige long-distance
patrons with a song or lwo from
thelr homeland.

On the drawing board for Black-
thorn is another recording session
tentatively set for next February.
The selections for this cassette, [tke
the first, will be material the group
plays during the early part of their
performances — nostalgic ballads,
whimsical tunes and rousing, hand-
clapping songs. Also, a live broad-
cast from the Old Shitlelagh is in the
tatking stages now, and for the third
year in a row, the band has been in-
vited to play on J.P McCarthy's St,
Patrick’s Day show. The band will

also perform at Somerset Mall In
Troy on March 6 from 2-4 p.m. as
part of its St, Patrick's Day celebra-
tion,

BARS IN places like Toronto, Bos-
1ton and Chicago have inquired about
Blackthorn's availability to perform
in their cities, and while no one in
the group is prepared to throw ev-
erything over and go into show busi-
ness full time, it's still an inviting
prospect.

“1f we do decide to start moving
around, it's going 1o fec) odd having
10 cajole audiences all over again be-
cause we've been spolled by our reg-
ul?rs at the Shillelagh." McMullan
said.

Holiday CD is packed with
collection of platter classics

\‘}hoa. whoa. The vinyl and the
discs are flying in from all direc-

ons.

First, WCSX-FM has a compact

disc out for the holiday season,
“Classies Volume 1. This moderate-
ly priced CD ($12.50) features an all-
star collection of classic rock num-
bers only Bruce Willis wishes he
could sing.
“Layla” by Derck & the Domiinos,
Smme Some Lovin',” by Spencer
Davis Group, “Magle Carpet Rlde,”
by Steppenwalf, and “Dirly Wates"
by The Standells arc only a few of
the nuggets on the disc.

To Lop It off, $5 from the sale of
each CD will be donated to the Capu-
chin Soup Kitchen In Detroit to help

Hall in Detrolt. Appearing with Last
Cavalry will be Second Self and
Robb Roy.

“We've been rehearsing ke cra-
zy,”” said Davld Youngqulst,
drummer for Last Cavalry. “We
have 15 to 16 new songs for our
comeback.”

THE JUNK MONKEYS and Vole
Beals were recently hauled into the
studio to record some new materlal
for a fifth Tremor Records release
expected out sometime in February.

Also on the compliation album
will be an eclectlc collectlon of some
of the area's top bands, including the
Orange Roughles, Sleep, Vertleal
Plilows, Bootsy X, Shouting Club,

feed the hungry. “Classics Volume
"is lable at all House
record stores.

Plus the Pealman (ak.a Wayne
Peal, Observer & Eccentric staff
writer and musleal aficlonado) digs
it. Which s all the more reason to
buy it.

Also due out In a couple of weeks
Is a compilatlon compact disc, “Digi-
tal Detroit.” The CD will feature

some of the top names In the area-

rock clrcuit, including Last Cavalry.
Last Cavalry has taken the month
off while guitarist Mike LaBrie s re-
covering from eye surgery. The band
whl be back in action Saturday, Jan.
2, for & benefit show at St. Andrew’s
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Clnecyde, Hysteric Narcotics, and 3-
D

*It's like & clreus,” said Gary Re-
ichel, who Is coordinating Lhe
project. “But it’s fun.”

The yet-to-be named album should
be quite a compilation. The Orange
Roughles feature the most innova-
tive, if not the best, guitarist in the
area in Dave Feeny of Livonia.

Speaking of the Orange Roughies,

- the group is golng 10 toad up the van

and head to Grand Rapids for a show
Saturday, Dec. 26, at the NuBeat
Club, Openling for the Roughles wilt
be Under Water Rain, featuring Joe
Ginls of Southfleld.

Relurning frem a rather briel
road trip was the Vertical Plllows,
who played in Toronte during the
weekend.

The female rockers scem to do
well in the great white north, eh?
Last year the Vertlcal Pillows
played glgs in Hamilton, Toronto
and Montreal where thelr van broke
down and they ate smoked oysters
and wine jelly with cheese (And who
sald rock 'n’ roll travel isn’t glame-
rous?).

“They're Teally open to new
things,” sald Pauia Boufford about
the Canadian audiences, “especlally
a band from the States.”

Hippodrome, a relatively new
band on the scene, has a new thing
going themselves, Sead a blank cas-
sette, and they'll return it with some
of thelr latest material, “Send me a
90-minute tape, and we'll £l it out
on both sides,” sald Chris Richards
of Livenla, Hlppodrome lead guitar-
ist and singer.

The address is: Hippodrome, 20824
Whitcomb, Livonla 48154,

And while we're on the subject
of addresses, here's ours: Music
News, ¢/o Larry O'Connor, Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.
Let us know what's happening
with your band.

® MITCHRYDER

Mitch Ryder will perform at 10
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23, at Alvin's,
5756 Cass, Detroit. Tickets are $10.
For more information, call 832-2355.

@ ROBB ROY

Robb Roy will perform Saturday,
Dec. 26, al the Hamiramck Pub.
Canlff, off 1-75.

® CARUSO

Caruso will perform Monday
through Saturday, Dec. 26, at
Jaggers, 3481 Elizabeth Lake Road,
Waterford Township. For more in-
formation, call §81-1700.

COLLEGE

® SECOND SELF

Second Self will perform Thurs-
day, Dec. 31, at St. Andrew’s Hall in
Detroit. For more information, call
287-8090

@ TED NUGENT

Ted Nugent will perform Thurs-
day, Dee. 31, at Cobo Arena in De-
troit.

©® ECHO & BUNNYMEN

Echo & the Bunnymen will per-
form Friday. Jan 29, at Hill Audito-
rium in Ann Arbor. Tickets are
$16.50 and $15 and available at Tick-

COUNTRY

etMaster Qutlets. To charge tickets
by phone call 423-6666.

® WHITESNAKE

Whitesnake will perform Satur-
day, Feb, 13, at the Joe Louis Arena
in Detroit. Tickets are $17.50 and
available at TicketMaster Outlets. .
'El'gsghargc tickets by phone, call 423

® STING

Sting will perform Friday, Feb.
19, at the Masonic Temple Theater
in Detroit. Tickets are avaitable at
all TicketMaster Outlets. To charge
tickets by phone, call 423-6666.

JAZZ

Here are the top-10 songs being
played on WORB-FM, the campus
radio station at Oakland Community
College.

1. “Head Gone Astray.” Soup Dra-

gons.

2. “Jesus on TV.” Celibate Rifles.

3. “Rake at the Gates of Hell.” The
Pogues.

4, “Look Away,” Game Theory.

5. “Jerusalem,” Sinead O'Connor,

6. “Lights Out," Easter.} 7. "Rocket
U.S.A.," Thin White Rope.

8. ppy Heart," Frazler Chorus
9. “People Who Grinned Themselves
to Death,” The Housemarstins,

10. “No Bunny.” Paithead.

Here are the top-10 songs being
plaved on WWWW-FM, a country
and western station in Detroit.

| “The Last One To Know," Reba
McEntire.

2 * Love Me Like You Used To,” Ta-
nya Tucker.

3 "Crazy From the Hear1," The Bel-
lamy Brothers.

4. “Somebody Lied,” Ricky Van Shel-

ton.

5, "Lynda," Steve Warloer.,

6 “1Can't Get Close Enough,” Exite.
7. "Heaven Cant Be Found" Hank
Williams, Jr. ’

8. “You Haven't Heard the Last of
Me," Moe Baudy.

9. “Those Memories of You," The
Trio,

ybe Your Baby's Got the

Here are the top-10 jazz numbers
being played on WIZZ-FM, a jazz
station in Detroit.

1. “S1il) Life Talking.” Pat Methany

Group.

2. "Heat of Heat,” Kevin Eubanks.

3. “Just Between Us” Gerald Al
bright.

4. “'Short Stories,” Bob Berg.

5. "Gift of Time," Jean Luc Ponty.

8, “Zoe's Song,” Peter Molfitt.
7."Brasil,” Manbattan Transfer.

. . Nothing Like the Sun,"” Sting.
9. "Mind Time,” Dave Valentin.

10. “Love is a Rush,” Wilton Felder.

A VERY SPECIAL
CHRISTMAS

— various artists

‘This is a holiday fund-raiser, with
profits directed toward Special
Olymples. 1Us alse a prelty terrific
pop album.

Almost everybody's favorite star
s here and highlights abound.

Bruce Springsieen steals the show,
though, With a four-alarm reading of
“Merry Christmas Baby.” The
rhythm and blues war horse has long
been a staple of his live holiday
shows, B
At the other end, Madonna turns in
a show-stopping version of the ob-
scure “Santa Baby.” It's bard to tell
whether Madonna's witty, nasal vo-
cal pokes fun at her old Material
Girl image —~ or at Cyndi Lauper —
but it sure does liven up the proceed-

ings.

‘The album’s heaviest moment be-
longs to Sting (surprise, surprise).
Nonetheless, his “Gabriel's Mes.
sage” creatively blends synthesizers
and multitracked vocals into a heav.
enly new wave cholr.

ly volced Annle Lennox is a
solid cholce to update “Winter Wond-
erland,” while fellow Eurthymic
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Dave Stewart has a ball playlng
around with the high-tech back-
ground.

‘TOUGH GIRL Chrissie Hynde of
the Pretenders shows her tender slde
with a_sensitive version of “Have
Yoursell a Merry Little Christmas"”,
Band mate Malcom Foster's tasteful
guitar work also graces the track.

Whitney Houston coos “Do You
Hear What I Hear,” while Jocal hero
Bob Seger lends his considerable vo-
cal chops to “Little Drummer Boy."

All told, rock and Christmas ha-
ven't Mt it off thix well since Phil
Spector’s Christmas Album  way
back in 1983,

A new Christmas classic is born.
And you can dance tolt.

— Wayne Peal

THE NEW

POSSIBILITY
— John Fahey.

This s a different kind of Christ-
mas album. The provocative title is
first indlcation; the muslc inside {s

proaf.
It's an instrumental album, just

Fahey and his o
tar, Together, they deliver two sides
of traditional Christmas hymns in
untraditional ways.

Fahey's inventive guitar work can
be as stinging as an arctie wind, or
as gentle a8 a Jullaby. Throughout, it
lends a strange sense of majesty to
the sparse production.

Fahey's playing samples many
siyles, There: are traces of delta
blues, touches of folk, hints of wand-
cring minstrel. Yet Fahey remalns
his own artist — dlfficult to plgeon
hole but easy to appreclate.

Clearly, his Is the definitive ver-
sion of “What Child Is This?" Since
there are no lyrics, It's the definitive
“Greensleeves” as el e Loo~
brief version of “Silent Night" hark-
ens back to that vencrable tune's
first playlng — legend suggests coms

poser Franz Gruber was forced to
perform his work on guitar because
the church organ was broken.

“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen™
and “Auld Lang Syne" also stand out.

This isn'{ a new album. Rather,
It's an under-appreciated one. It
won't be'played aver the p.a. at Hud.
son’s, or K mart. It won't show up on

any of the big imas eve radio
shows, either.
But this Is the thinking person's al-

ternative to Bing carolers
and Muzak.ized nlndm\;':rby and soow-

men.
Put it on the turntable some softly
snowing winter night and enjoy. -
—Wayne Peal

A MOTOWN
CHRISTMAS
— various artists.

Though thls album's been out

" awhile, the recent Motown Christ-

mas television special probably
boosted interest in it on the part of
last-minute shoppers. Like the show,
it's a mix I8

Lest anyone forget, Motown dldn't
exclusively turn out bouncy pop hits,
Those were just its well-known and
justifiably praised cream.

‘The other half of its 1960s product,
now almost completely forgotten,
was limp, supper club soul. This dou-
ble album, & compilation of the com-
pany's yule releascs, contains oo lit-
tlc of the former and a bit too much
of the Iatter.

Stll, each artist turns In a
highlight or two.

Having the 1 r-old Michael
Jackson toss off ta Clans is
Coming to Town" and “I Saw Mom-
my Kissing Santa Claus” s a can't-
miss proposition. The company-writ:
ten “Glve Love on
provides another Jackson showcase,

Diana Ross and the Supremes con-

Day'.' marks th

tribute a smooth “Sliver Bells,”
while the Temptations’ “Rudolph the
Red Nosed Reindeer” i3 as ool and
crisp as the winter air,

Among the lesserknown songs,
Stevie Wonder's “That's What
Christmas Means to Mc" is one of
the few that adopts the brash, driv-
Ing approach most commonly associ-
ated with Motown. Smokey Robinson
and the Miracles deliver a jamy,
{lrv.-&!or'm “God Rest Ye Merry, Gens™ *

emen.”

To its credit, the album contatng= >,

little of the maudlid sentimentalif

e best music, Motown
included. PP “

— Wayne Peal. o




