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Helping to brighten the holiday season

Paramedic Carol Loe
calis it, ‘Making
Christmas what
Christmas is all about.’

By Lc;r-ln- McClish
staff writer

AROL AND David Loe began
thelr annual round of

Christmas visits Monday

morning and will continue
on thelr 12-hour-per-day schedule
for as long as It takes to see every-
one on the list.

Matthew Chatlin stops his game of cards for a visit with Santa
1] Monday

at Bolsford

Dolng well atter

a car accident last wul;, the 4-year-old’s parents, Elalne and
Paul Chatlin, expect him to be back home in Farmington Hiils

in time for Christmas.

Those on the st are In hospltals,
hosplces, rehabilitation centers and
nursing homes.

For the visits, David Loc, a Farm-
ington Hills police officer, turns into
Santa Claus, He has a sack fuil of
goodics In one hand and sleigh bells
in the other to announce his arrival.

His wife, Carol, and another of
Santa's elves, paramecdic Kathy
Johnson, both wear bright red coats
and their made-for-the-occasion
white fur hats. Paramed ambulance
attendants take shifts doing the driv.

Ing.

Some of the visits are a greeting, a
wave, a gift of a candy cane, Some
are prolonged If a youngster wants
to chat. Some visits are polgnant.
Most are emotional.

The visits are a surprise for some.
The visits for others are long-await-
cd. These are the patients who Santa
and his helpers will be taking home
10 their lamilies for whatever time
period ls allowed.

Carol Loe calls it “‘Making Christ-
mas what Christmas is all about."

THE VISITS are sponsored by
Bloom{icld Township-based
Paramed Inc., which own and oper-
ate several ambulance companles.
Paramed furnishes ambulance
transportation for patients allowed
to travel home during the hollday
season. The drivers, all d!

are volunteers.

‘The Loes, Farmington Hills resi.
dents, have given thelr pre-Christ-
mas tlme as volunteers for as long
as Carol Loe has worked for
Paramed.

The patlents go home, some with
IVs, some on machlnes, many In
wheelchairs. A great many of them
are children. Many haven't been
home for months, Many know this
wlll be their last Christmas at home,

The Loes’ children assume the re-
ponsibltity for thelr family celebra-
tion while their parents are away
from dawn to dusk.

“It is very, very speclal for all of
us,” thelr mother said,

One of the incidents that make it
very special occurred Immedlately
after Santa and his helpers left the
pedlatrie ward at Botsford General
Hospital in Farmington Hills Mon-
day morning.
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Filling a void
Trivia book credits Poles

By Josnne
stalf writer

There's more to Poland and the
Polish people than Pope Joha Paul
11, kiclbnsa and plerogi.

Just ask John Vranlak. For ln-

stance, as the F Hills
dent characteristleally says:
you know that . . "

® A Pollsh man invented the
bagel? .

@ There's o big difference be-
tween Polish canned ham and Amer-
{can canned ham? .

® Despite her French name, Ma-
dame Marie Curle, the famous
chemlst, was Polish?

e The nation known as Poland
dldn't exlst between the years 1795
and 1918,2

“There I nothing out there that
gives credlt to the Poles,” sald
Vranlak, a statistical methods engl-
neer with Ford Motor Co.

Vranlak's interest In cultures and
history prompted him to become an
author, Questlons and answers to
anything that might be asked about
Poland and the Polish people will
soon be avallable in “The Polish
Trlvia Book.”

VRANIAK'S FIRST book Is due
out any day through a ﬂamtu;:mk-
“its B

— the fargest ethnic group lo the
te?

stal
] tried to make the book as broad
as passible,” he sald. *T tried to give

ased p p
fast*food approach to learn about
Poland and the Polish-American ex-
perience,” sald Vranlak, president of
the Kendallwood Homeowners
ciation in Farmington Hills,

The book will give readers a
glimpse into Polish history, sports,
art, food, entertainment and tradi
ulon. Yes, the pope is mentloned, but
not too much: “T think people are
poped out.”

A lot of things prompted Vraaniak
(0 devote his first book to the Polish
people. His cultural background s
Slovak and Lithuanlan, but his faml-
1y roots stem fram the reglon that
today Is Poland. And many of his
friends are Polish,

Most Important however, Vraniak
felt-that “(here's nothing out there
thalgives credit to the Poles. Polish
Is probably the biggest background
to put up with jokes. And throughoot
school, you never read about the
Poles."

For cxample, Vraniak asks, is
anyone aware that Polish people
played a signlficant role in the
American Revolutlonary War or that
there are 800,000 Poles In Michigan

A

hing for everyone. It's not real
deep on any one tople. I tried to
come up with that blend of trivia and
history."

THE BOOK'S format includes
questions on one page and the an-
swers directly across, on the next
page. Vranlak chose that style be-
cause he felt having to continually
turn to the back of the book for an-
swers was nerve-wracking and irri-
tating. .

In additlon to the blend of history
and trivia, Vraniak has included ba-
sl pronunciations of Polish words
and names. And he explained the
background behind Polish names,
such as the "ski” at the end of many
surnames.

“I never saw myself belng the au-
thor of a book," Vraniak sald.

But he's already considering other
projects, perhaps a similar book on
Italians,

“I'd like to graduate from trivia at
some time, I can see myself doing
general interest books, I'd have to
discover what gaps or volds thero

are (for books) In the market place.”

Becoming a novelist? That's prob-
ably something Vranlak won't do.
“That’s a hard fleld to break Into.”

Not that writing a trivia book was
a plece of cake. It took some long
hours and a lot of reading, research-
ing and organizing.

“I had to be persistent. It took a
1ot of organization. I travel 20 per-
cent of the time. So while I walted at
glrports, I did some work. I always
had a book In my brief case. [ always
tried to make use of that half-hour or
50

BOTH BEFORE and during his
research, he had to establish a focal
point for the book. Instead of relying
on his perception of what people
would like to read about, he asked
potential readers for their opinions.

“I knew it would be a lot of work.
And it was fun,” he sald, “But I had
to tear myself away from doing it,
especlally at home. 1 became 3o
caught up in this, I was always look-
ing for something Pollsh-related.”

Vraniak is sure the book will be
succeasful. “I.think this will change
people’s perceptions of Pollsh-Amer-
icans, There Is tremendous potential
for this book.”

Chrl

Claus would know where to find him come
Christmas morning. The 4-year-old, shown

to know Santa

Township.

with Santa gt Botsford General Hospita), Is the
son of Kimberly and Jerry Biggs of Redford

AT LEFT: Lupita Parker com-
forts her 8-month-oid grand-
son, Anthony Parker, as San.
ta makes his rounds in Bots-
ford General Hospital. The
youngster's famlly was on a
tour of the pediatric ward
Monday morning to learn
what they could expect when
Anthony was admitted for
surgery later In the woek.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

" Ah! when shall all men’s good

Soe each man’s rule, and universal peace
Zie like a shaft of light across the land,
And like a lane of beams athwart the sea,

Through all the circle of the golden year?”

The Golden Year, 1842
Alfred, Lotd Tennyson

Jacobson's

OPEN SATURDAY UNTIL 6:00

WE WILL BE CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
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