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T:\eu Fabargo talked about the Fabergo egg collection recently
a
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éFaberge’s story
of‘TheEggand/l’
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: HEO FABERGE had o in-
tention of going into the

egg busincss,

“It never even entered
my head,” sald the grandson of Carl
Faberge, who created those oppulent
Jeweled masterpleces for Czar Nl

. cholas of Russla.

Theo had always held his grandfa.
ther tn awe: "1 felt if 1 couldn't ap-
proach the level of his eraftsman-
ship, I didn't want to make any
cggs,” cxplained the 66-year-old Fa-

tores in Blrmidg.
ham and Livonia recently to preview ™

' his St. Petersburg Collection. “T

didn’t want to emulate my grandfa.
ther."

Fortunately Faberge discovered
— in a roundabout way — his own
particular talent for making those
omamental cggs.

“1 was rapped Into it, actually,”
he admitted, by the nephew of a
woman for whom he'd done antique
Jewelry repairs in his Londan shop.
“He asked me to make a Httle wood-
en ¢gg” — preferably of yew wood.
Theo did — using a plece of wood he
had authenticated to be 900 years
old, or about the period of William
the Conqueror. The aunt was im-
pressed and asked Theo to make an
egg for her — but not of wood, which
looked too much “llke a doorknob!”

$0 FABERGE ADDED more gold
decorations, made It larger, and put
in a birthstone to create the prede-
cessor of the Scribe’s Egg, one of the
eight limited edition decorative eggs
in the St. Petersburg Collection.

‘The St. Petersberg Collection rep-
resents the flrst me any Faberge
has gone public with his creatlons.
Since before the Czar’s patronage
brought them worldwide renown, the
Faberges werc custom jewelers who
worked only on private commis-
glons. Theo himsel! only did commis-
slons until he created the Scribe’s
Egg. “And if I hadn’t done that one, 1
wouldn't have done any of them,” he

added.

All turned by hand on hls own
lathe (a threadle-driven Holtzappfel,
clrea 1861, to which he clamps a
power source) with o handcralted
gold “surprisc” set Into it, the
Scribe's Egg gave Faberge the confi-
dence to create other designs,

«“f exhibited a very similar plece
in the Goldsmith's Hall in London,
and it was accepted quite favor-
ably," he modestly noted. “So 1
thought then, perhaps 1 could do
something worthy of the name of my
grandfather.”

IT ALSO SET him to thinking he'd
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1ike to reach a wider public with “af-
fordable eggs of quality.”

The result is the St. Petersburg
Collectlon, rang(ng In price from
$650 for the Scribe’s Egg, to $2,400
for the lavish ruby crystal and
scrolled siiver commemorallve St
Viadimir's Egg.

Though Faberge designs all the
cggs and handcrafts the wooden ones
himself, he worked closely with a

on the
cgg. The inside “surprise,” a Fa.
berge egg tradltion, is a sterling sll-
ver scale model of St. Viadimir’s Ca-
thedra) in Kiev, signed and dated in
Church Slavonle. [ e
‘The St. Viadimir Egg is special on
several other counts as well. It cele-
brates next year's one thousandth
annlversary of Russian Orthodox
Christianity. It was specially com-
missloned by the Russian Orthodox
Church outslde Russia and blessed
by head of the church, His Eminence
Metropolitan Vitaly. And finally, it's
the flrst plece a member of the Fa-
berge family has made for the
chureh since the Russian Revolution.
‘The St. Vladlmir Egg Is the crown-
ing plece of the collection but others,
lixe the Spring Egg, the Devil's Egg,
and the Dragon's Egg are oqually
fabulous.

EASTER WAS THE time for gift-

giving in Russla, and since Lhe cgg

ymbolized resurrection, the return
of 1{e to the land, eggs were the gift
of chalce. (Hence the reason for Czar
Nicholas' cholce of the egg as a vehi-
cle for his extravagant fancies).

Faberge's Spring Egg features
hand-palnted spring flowers raised
in crystal. Inside is a golden yolk
topped by a ruby mounted Imperial
crown, While the yolk symbollzes
Christ's resurrection, the crown rep-
resents the Czar, who was head of
the Russian church.

The Devil's Egg is another refer-
ence to a Biblical theme. Of “Para-
dise green” crystal with a 28 carat
gold, ruby-eyed serpent cireling fts
top, it “tells the story of temptation
and original sin" according to Fa-
berge spokesmen. The Inside
surprise is a gold-on-crystal apple,
with a secret compartment beneath
its sllver tray to store one’s own spe-
clal temptations.

FABERGE CREATED the Dra-
gon's Egg as a tribute to hls grandfa.
ther Carl, who was one of the first
Europeans to Incorporate Japanese
{deas Into jewelry deslgn. A 28 carat-
gold, ruby-eyed orental dragon sur
rounds the top of the jet black crys-
tal and gold-flowered ¢gg. This egg
however is meant {for us¢ as o pa-
perweight and has no inside surprise,
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Intorlor of Faberge ogg has aurpriso clement. : !
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Pattl Baker (left) and Bea Wright of Village Green Florists in Livonia decorated the Ford manslion gathering room.

Kathy Harrigan of Merrl-Craft Florists. Not shown, but
equally involved, were Vickl de Santo, Shirley Fradette
and Estelle Howitt. They did Mrs. Ford's study.

Simplicity sdds to the quict elegance of tho ostate's Il
brary.

of Michigan-Dearborn.

hollday foliage.
students and children) apply.

Floral fantasy
at Fair Lane

UIDED floral tours are among the special holiday
season events being offered by the Henry Ford
Estate-Fair Lane, on the campus of the University

In full force during the pre-Christmas holidays, they will
continue through Jan. 2 (except for New Year’s Day) 1-4

pm.
More than a dozen local florists volunteered their time
and resources to decorate the estate with all manner of

Regular tour prices (35 regular admisslon, $4 for seniors,

The Henry Ford Estate-Fair Lane is on the campus of the
University of Michigan-Dearborn, on Evergreen, across
from the Falrlane Town Center. For further information
regarding any of these programs, call 593-5590.

Above, the entrance to the
sun porch testooned in
greenery while st the left is
gaily bédecked chorub In
the mansion's music room.

Staff photos by
Steve Fecht *

e



