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Chardonnay drinkers have been, it
seems, in a kind of golden cra for the
Jast few years.

Gradually, probably beginning
wlth Sebastlani’s release of its Coun-
try Chardonnay Jugs (the first vin-
taged release was in 1979), con-
sumers of this noble white wine have
had an increasing array of choices in
the $5-6 a bottle range. Today there
is an almost unbelieveable range of
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both from Californla and France.
That is, they are surplus wines pur-
chased in bulk by bottlers that sim-
ply do not {it into the premlum plpe-
line. Or they may be the product of
the vast new plantings that are not
yet bearing the high quality grapes

they will in a year or two,
‘There has been, in short, a glut of

for the the stuff on the market that has cre-

also has enriched our

And, increasingly, French chardon-

sclections In that price range In even
the most humble wine store.

Such names as Domaine St
George, Glen Ellen Proprietor's Re-
serve, Segheslo, Davis Bynum,
Domaine Alexander, Fetzer Sundial,
Christophe, Mariposa, Rutherford
Estate, Round Hill, Mt. View, Liber-
1y School, Corbett Canyon and M.G.
Vallejo come readily to mind. While
none of these is profound, most are
decent and drinkable, a far ery
above the colombard-based
“chablis” wines we were offerred a
decade ago as our selection in every-
day whites.

The presence of the Australian
wine industry with its initial releases
of chardonnays in this price range

nay-based wines have arrived,
helped in thelr pricing by the then-
strong dollar.

1t is curious that this inventory of
modestly priced wines did nothing to
lessen the general esteem of this
grape. Sales and cholces of chardon.
nays in the $12-15 range climbed as
well through It all. It has become
very much a two-tlered commodity.
I recall many conversatlons I have
had recently with bath retailers and
distributers about their efforts to
find chardonnays to fill the hole with
a sound cholee in the $9 range, There
are some, of course, but not many.

ALL OF THIS has contributed to
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wine, It Is not uncommon in better
restaurants today to be offered it
among the choices as a house wine.
Indecd, it has almost become gener-

ie.

The $2.50-a-glass chardonnay
adorns many a luncheon table in Blr-
mingham, Troy, Livon(a, and West-
land, and it is 2 much more sophisti-
cated selectlon for the patren than a
Liebfraumiteh, Piesporter or Bur-
gundy, often the other alternatives.

It has all come full circle. What
used to be served as “chablls” {and
wasn't, in the true sense of that wine
word) for a dry house wine is now a
chardonnay (much closer to what a
true chablis is).

Many of these Inexpensive wines

ated Lhis new echelon. A great deal
has been consumed by thirsty peo-
ple, many of them no longer scotch-
and-soda or martini drinkers. (And
who wants to order “a beer” at one
of Detroit area’s finer emporiums?)

IT 1S NOW apparent that this fa.
vorable pricing conditlon is about to
end. Prices for the 1987 crush are
about (o be raised at least a dollar a
bottte (and probably a consequent
half dollar a glass). We are about to
Jeave (his golden age.

It is not a case of coltuslon among
winemakers. Would thal these inde-
pendent souls could get together to
agree on anything, whether for their
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own betterment or that of the indus-
try as a whole.

A short-fall In the vineyards in
1987, maturing vines, a modest rate
of InNatlon generally, increased con-
sumption, greater demand and con-
sequent increased numbers of pro-
ducers are some of the causes. And
there are athers too complicated and
full of intrigue to develop here.

What to do?

Were we talking of the cabernet

hardonnay drinkers

several years, They are, for the most
part, made for immediate consump-
Uon and will enly deterlorate after 2
year or two in the cellar.

We could boycott the new wines
when they are released but that
would mean going thirsty. We could
change to new varietal preferences
but the public has become accus-
tomed to chardonnay and its conno-
tntions., And so many stlll cannot
pronounce “gewurziraminer.”

sauvignon, it would be casy to suge  Chablls, anyone? Beer?
gest that the consumer buy now be-
fore the Increases take effect, Caber-
nets wiil, In general, endure and Im-
prove in the cellar tor the next
——
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PACKAGE
RESERVE NOW
427-1000

Package includes:
«Butiot Qlnner
« Party Favars
«Dancing & D.J. Spins.
« Open Bar 8:30 - 3:00 A.M.
+Pizza's a1 2:00 A.M.

T 230%.

for evaeyining

27331 Five Mlle Road
{Cornor of inkstor}

§37-5600
MAKE YOUR HOUDAY PLANS
MAKE YOUR
NEW YEAR'S EVE
RESERVATIONS EARLY

Q&E Sports—more than just the scores @

ONE OF A KIND

OPENS MONDAY, DECEMBER 21st 4 p.m.
s A One of a Kind Chicago Style Sports Bar .
: .. FEATURING: -~ E
» Large & Small Screen TV's." |
o A'"Hockey Rink' ‘Dance Floor
‘«. Cheap Drink Prices o

Open Monday-Saturday 4p.m.- .m.

« Roast Duckling - -

« Veal Farci I

« Chateaubrland For Two- -
430 Pelissior « Windsor

K One Block West of the Tunnel

(519) 252-2755

Twice a

COME ABOARD THE PROMENADE DECK
uf} Cruise through a Luxurious Dinner Buffet

J‘,- Set Sail to an unlimited Host Bar

d".‘a Sink in our Scandalous Dessert Table

«f» Sway Fore and Aft to 50-5 & 60's Oldies

Featuring Dick Deal & the U.S. Male
Tickets Must be Purchased in Advance
3} Reservations Also Accepled for the Main Dining Room

For Informatlon and THE LANSDOWNE
Reservations n the River
258-6801 Rehind Cobo Hall

201 W. ATWATER

PLAN TO SPEND YOUR
NEW YEAR'S EVE WITH US!

* Celebrity Disc Jockey

* $3000 Cash Drop

* Lots of Fun & Excitement

CALL.851-2990 FOR INFORMATION

- 30860, Orchard Lake Rd.+ Soiith of 14 Mile Rd.

: 'FARMINGTON HILLS

WE’VE GOT IT HERE

on New Year’s Eve!
from 10 P.M. to 4 A.M.

Includes your choice of
« N.Y. STRIP SIALOIN STEAK
FILET MIGNON, - supreme
+ PRIME RIB OF BEEF ...
it's the bestl
« LOBSTER TAILS
» CRAB LEGS
..COMPLETE DINNERS
HATS-HORNS-FAVORS-DANCING
« OPEN BAR
+ YOUR BREAKFAST - Scrambled
Eggs with Pork Sausagaat2am.

per person
(no othor charges)

INCLUDES
RESERVATIONS ACCEFTED FOR
INCLUDES EARLY NEW YEAR'S EVE DINNER
TAX & GRATUITIES from § p.m.- ONLY - You
Must Bo Paid In Advance must be out by 8 P.M.1
Resorvations 425-5520

MITCH HOUSEY’S IN LIVONIA
28500 SCHOOLCRAFT
In the Comptaa Vilisge bolor ian,
Motol Opp. Delrolt Race Course
Accommodatlons
Avallobla
Compton Village
Mator Inn

PRICE $120*/COUPLE

2 Ways To Enjoy the Holiday:
5:30 & 7:30... PRE-PARTY DINNER
10:00..... . piier Aw PARTY
(10:00 seATING Wewsoes PARTY FAVORS AND %2,
BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE FER COUPLE)
%10 PER PERSON DERUSIT 1N AWANCE REQUIRED

ROMAN TERRACE - NE. CORNEF. OF 1. MILE § ORGIARD LK.
FARMINGTON HILS, Ml
a51-4094

——New Year’§ Eve Specials——

Petite Filet and King Crab Legs 16.95
Petite Filet and Swordfish 13.95
Prime Rib 13.95
Prime Rib and Grilled Shrimp 14,50

P ; ;m\'l;\cn'cd with tossed salad, ralls, butier and
o i

New Year's speciuls and fult disnner menn served through

midnight,

Make
reservations
today!

Orchard Lake & 10 Mile

Farmingon Hills
553-7000
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