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For lawmakers, it was hurry up and wait

AP — For the Michigan Legisia-
ture, 1987 was a year of contrasts.

Voter-initiated legislation to ban
state funding of abortions for poor
women moved quickly through the
House and Senate, while it took sev-
en months for lawmakers and Gov,
James J. Blanchard to agree on rais-
ing the speed limit on 720 miles of
rural Interatate highways from 55
mph {0 85 mph,

Blanchard praised legislators for
thelr work on the $6.45 billion state
budget. But then he vetoed parts of it
:.; trim  $130 miillon, provoking

negotlations on how (o go about it
went on for most of the year,

A COURT OF Appeals ruling last
summer ended the state's two-tler
tax system on In-state and out-of-
state Insurance companles, leaving
Republicans and Democrats at
loggerheads on a way to replace the
$170 million In revenue.

Those disputes delayed the print-
ing of tax forms and booklets, which
were scheduled to be malled out be-
fore the end of the year.

Afler several years of higher than

rom
Blanchard later said they were upset
becluse he'd stopped them from
IE:ding like drunken sallors.”

ly agreed the state should
glve back wme of the $170 million it
will automatically collect because of
last year's federal tax reform. But

d tax receipts, collections
leveled out In 1987. Some legislators
portrayed that as a temporary oc-
currence, while others warned that it
was a harbinger of a recesslon.
Despite the differences of oplnion,
leglslators agreed the 1987.88 flscal
year budget would be the last for a

The 1987-88 fiscal year budget will be
the last for a while to carry a
meaningful increase. Budget director
Shelby Solomon warned next year’s
budget would be ‘flat,’ meaning no

funds for new programs or

expansions.

while lo carry a

crease.

Shelby Sclomon, the director of
the Department of Management and
Budget, warned the budget for the
next fiscal year would be “fat,”
meaning there'd be no funds for new

in-  programs or major of ex-
Isting ones.
THE YEAR ALSO will be remem-

bered for the reslgnation of Sen.
Basil Brown.
With 31 years In office, the High-

land Park Democrat was the senlor
member of the state Senate, But af-
ter pleading guilty to felony drug
charges Nov. 30, Brown restgned his
scat, effective Jan. 4, the same day
as hls sentencing.

It also was the year of Lobbygate,
as some dubbed the bribery arrest of
lobibyist Judy Augenstetn.

Rcep. Ed Giese, R-Manistee, told
state police investigalors that Au-
genstein trled to buy his vote against
a ban on radar detectors. During a
preliminary hearing that's due to re-
sume senie time In 1968, Augenstein
countered that Glese asked her for
money first.

FINALLY, LIKE most years, the
1987 legislative year will be remem-
bered s much for what wasn't ac-
complished as what was,

Despite a highly publiclzed report

by a blue-ribbon task force, the leg-
Islature didn't get around to revamp-
Ing the way the state pays for lts
public schools with legislation that
also would provide property tax re-
Yief.

It also didn't take on product lia-
bility reform, the controverslal off-
lceholder expense accounts, or
health care costs.

On the plus slde six months of ne-
gotiatlons between the House and
Senate paid off with a Decembor
agreement on a 69-blll anti-crime
package that quickly began to make
Its way through the Leglslature.

Workers' compensatlon reform
bills also made it through the Legis-
lature as well as legislation to pro-
vide help to Victnam veterans whio
might be suffering health problems
because of exposure to Agent
Orange.

OU trains for jobs, exams, retirement

Tralnlng for professlonals, Includ-
ing programs in the growing person-
al financial planning and paralegal
areas, will be offered beginning Jan.
19 by Oakland University's Division
of Continuing Education.

The certificate program in Per-
sonal Financial Planning prepares
for the certified llnanclal planner

Detailed brochures may be ob-
talned by calling 370-3120, 8 a.m. to
6 p.m, weekdays,

FREE CAREER opportunity sem-
Inars for those considering entering
the Accountlng Assistant and Par-
alegal programs will be conducted
Jan, 5 and 11 in the Oakland Center
on campus. Job rch:n'xl service Is

exam, an Importal for
those counseling 1n flnanclal ser-

vices.
The Legal Assistant Program pro-
vides tralning evenings for a career

In the legal fleld that can be com-
pleted in 18 months.
Additional ducatl

for bo

The variety of jubs “avallable to
accounting assistants will be dis-
cussed from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 5, by program managers
Carmen Thomas of Rochester and
Gloria Boddy of Rochester Hills, |

Basie ar skills and a

offerings include & 15-month Ace
counting Assistant Program, hands-
on computer and desktop publishing
courses for pre- and post-retirement.

sense of orderliness are the require-
ments for entry into the Accounting
Asasistant program.

the Oakland Unlversity program will
be discussed 7:30-9:3¢ p.m. Monday,
Jan. ll. in the Oakland Center on
cam|

Spenhers will be OU paralegal
program graduates Martha McCann
of Sylvan Lake, a courtroom super-
visor; Elenora DeRolle of Rochester,
a paralegal with a privatedaw firm;
Gloria Boddy, Rochester Hills, pro-
gram director; and Kathryn LeBlanc
of Rochester, assistant director.

There Is no charge for the semi-
nars, Reservations can be made by
calling OU at 370-312¢,

AMONG THE PERSONAL Finan-
clal Planning certificate program
classes is a Saturday hands-on class

In using computer software (o devel-
op a comprehensive personal finan-
clal plan.

’i‘hz class will be offered from 10
am. to 2 pm., Feb. 27 to March 26
on campus.

Peaple not in the certlficate pro-
gram who have the required knowl-
edge In (lnancial planning may reg-
Ister for the course. The certificate
program is designed to prepare en-
rollees for the six-part CFP {(certi-
fied financlal planner) exam.

Lotus 1-2-3 classes will be offered
in several formats: a Saturday semi-
nar from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Jan. ¢
and 16; a weekday class, 6:30-9:30
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jan.
19-28; and a weckday seminar, 9a.m.

to 4 p.m. on Feb, 2 and 4,

Desktop  publishing experience,
one enrollee per Macintosh comput.
er, will be offered 9 am. to 12:30
p.m. Saturdays, Jan. 23 to Feb. 13,

A four-sesslon hands-on beginnlng
1BM personal computer course also
will be conducted on Saturdays, Jan.
2310 Feb. 13.

SEVERAL LOW-TUITION invest-
ment courses, including pre-and
post-retirement courses, will be of-
fered:
® A one-time session “To Retire
or Not to Retire,” 7-¢ p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 19, $5 per person, $7 per couple.

® “Investing During Retire-
ment,” 4-6 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 26 to
Feb9.

® “Getting Your Money's Worth,”
7-9 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 26 to Feb 9.

@ “Investing in a Decade of
Change," 7-9 p.m. Wednesdays, Jan.
20 to Feb. 10. Tulition ranges from $§5

to 322,

FOR THE 25TH consecutive sea-
son, the Oakland University Commu-
nity Chorus invites adult singers to
jotn in performing large choral
wlorks on campus and in the commu-
nlty.

Spectal festivities are planned in
recognition of the group's silver aq
niversary.

Rebhearsals begln Jan. 12 in l:M
Varner Hall under the direction of
John Davaras. For information, call
370-3120.
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alt Disney’s Lady
and the Tramp, the
most coveted animated
Classic, premiereson
video...at only $29.95!
Brimming with romance,
music and adventure, this
timeless film will rekindle .
magical memories... :
memories you can
with your family. Don’t
miss the opportunity
to own this animated
masterpiece... come in
for your copy today!

“Dfesrp- Absatutely frresistible!

Other Disney Classics Available:
« “Alice In Wonderland”
*“Dumbo” « “Sleeping Beauty”
*“The Sword In The Stone” |

O 1987 The Wak Disney Compeay. '

Harmony House

records & tapes

WALT DISNEY HOME VIDEOS AVAILABLE AT THESE LOCATIONS ONLY!

SOUTHFIELD LINCOLN PARK
Tel-Twelve Mall Lincoln Pk. Ctr.
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