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By Casoy Hane
stalf writor

HIls architect Michael Downes
when, at a Dee. 21 cily council

The grass will be greener for
residents of West Franklin Es-
tates as they prepare to greet a
new neighbor — a small office
building at the corner of Farm-
ington Road and 14 Mille.

A 50-foot green belt, or butier
area, will remaln residentially
zoned, separating the Farmington
Hils subdivision from the office
building planned for the

hearing, he his petition
to rezone for parking and agreed
ta keep the parcel a 50-foot wide,
natural, park-like buffer area,

REQUESTS TO rezone this res-
ldential parce] were denied by the
city in the past, cily planner
Claude Coates saild In a written
review of Downes' request in Oc-
tober, Allhough the clty's plan-

corner of the Intersection.
Planning for the proposcd off-
ice bullding became an issue to
neighbors this fall who spoke out
against rezoning part of the 50-
foot wide parce! for a parking lat.
Originat plans for a 30-foot
green belt and 20 feet of parking
were quashed by Farmington

ning

the corner be rezoned for the pro-
posed office, they voted unanl-
mously to recommend denial of
the parking rezoning in the plan.

The parcel In question falls un-
der rules of the subdivision deed
and city offlcials worried that
zonlng it for parking could

Green belt is approved

prompt litigation.

‘The city's Master Plan calls for
offlces on that corner, and also on
the opposite cormer where anoth-
er, one-story office structure s
already bullt. Property directly
across 14 Mile (n West Bloomfield
‘Township is zoned for business; a
shopping center ks already devel-
oped there.

RICHARD ADAMS, president
of the Homeowners Association
of West Franklin Estates, and
nelghbor Robert Pratt speke at
the Dec. 21 council hearing, say-
ing they were lhankful Downes
had withdrawn his petition for the
rezoning (o parking. They were
just two of the residents who
placed corments on the record at
the November planning commils-
ston meeting.

“It is . . . critical that the re-
maining resldential communlties
be preserved if the Hills are not
to lose forever the residential
character which sets it apart
{rom other citles with large aum-
bers of commercial residents,”
Adams sald in a written state.

Dukakis is winner -
in Dems’ straw poll

Farmington-area Democrats pre-
fer Gov. Michae) Dukakis of Massa-
chusats for the next U.S. president, if
the results of a recent straw poll
hold true.

But there is apparent Interest in
corporate leader Lee lacocca and
New York Gov. Mario Cuomo who

ment to the planning

Several ¢ity offictals and West
Franklin Estates residents said
they are concerned with develop-
ment along 14 Mile at the city’s
border with West Bloomtleld,
which Is becoming highly com-
mercial on the townshlp side, ac-
cording lo planning commission
minutes.

Planning commissloners con-
curred that the 50-foot green belt
might help to contlnue the resl.
dentlal character of the 14 Mile
arca.

Hospital cites flaws in
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facilitles, complications and orders
not to resuscitate.

"We think we have some valid ar-
guments that patients in Botsford
are sicker than in the hospitals in the
study,” Glinter sald. About half of all
patients admitted to the 336-bed hos-
pital are Medicare patients.

Glinter said that nearly all Medl-
care patients are 65 years of age and
older. The average age of the 338
Medicare patlents that died at Bots-
ford, and are in the federal study,
had an average age of 78. Of the 339
patients, 91 were 85 years of age and
older,

“We think these are rather slgnifl-
cant figures,” Glinter added.

The study also neglects whether
the patlents were those who had
been referred or transferred to Bots-

ford from a nursing home-or other
extended care facility. If the pa-
ticnts had been transferred, thal
“means these patients already need
a tot of care,” Glinter sald.

‘Though patients may be admitted
for treatment of a primary dlsease,
such as cancer, many of those listed
in the study had other compllcating
illnesses that caused or greatly con-
tributed to thelr deaths.

Hospltal staff reviewed the medi-
cal records of the 339 deccased pa-
ticnts In the study to determine
whether they died as a result of the
primary reason they were admitted
to the hospital for treatment, The re-
view showed that for cach illness,
patlents had three additional compli-
cating Hnesses.

“1 WOULD think that would say
our paticats were sicker than those

admltted to hospitals in the study,”
Glinter said.

Glinter sald Botsford's palients
tend 1o be sieker because “we have
the facility and staffing to handle the
critically [."

The federal study also failed to
constder the peccentage of reported
Medlcare deaths that had an order
on medieal records that no resuscita-
tlve procedures should be used,
Glinter sald.

Of the 339 Medicare deaths at
Botsford in the study, 206 or &1 per-
cent had “do not resuscitate” orders
on the patlent medleal records.

“in the context of our hespltal pol-
icy, this means that a physlelan has
determined that the patient's condi-
tion is such that death is imminent
and that the family had Indig:tcd

report

writien response to the federal agen-
cy.

The study does pot take into ac-
count the stage of patlent {liness
when admitted to Botsford. It also
docs not consider the socio-economic
factors, such as nutrition, nurturing
and general living conditions of
those patlents before admittance to
Botsford, Kunez said.

“We always have had a quality as-
sessment  program  here,” said
Glinter, “Hospltal mortalities arc al-
ways reviewed by physicians in that
particular department.”

In Botsford's written response to
the study, officlals said they are
“wliling to deal, on a case specific
basis, with any of inap-

o

many D P may join
the race. Both were write-ln candi-
dates in the local polling.

Dukakis was the winner In a poll
of members of the Farmlngton Dem-
ocratic Club, garnering 36 percent of
the vote, Other top vote getters n.
cluded U.S. Sen. Paul Simon of Iill-
nols and write-in candidate Cuomo
who each received 18 percent of the
group's vote. .

GETTING 6 percent of the vote
were the Rev. Jesse Jackson, presi-

dent of the National Ralnbow Coali.
tion; U.S. Senator Albert Gore of
Tennessce; and write-In Lee lacocca,
chalrman of the Chrysler Corp.
Thirty-flve members and guests of
the local Democralic club met re-
cently and conducted the poll. Thir-
ty-three cast votes in the straw poll.-
Given a second cholce, the group
preferred Slmon with 32 percent,
{ollowed by Dukakis with 21 percent
and Cuomo with 14 percent. “
Other contenders mentioned ln-
cluded former Colorado Senatop
Gary Hart, U.S. Senator Blll Bradley
of New Jersey, former Arizona gove
ernor Bruce Babbitt and U.S, Con:
gressman Richard Gephardt of Miss-
ourl,
The Democratic club Is preparing
for Jocal caucuses in the Farmington
area, scheduled for March,

Complaint saves party .

Contlnued from Page 1

Armbruster attempted to return &
$150 reservation deposit for the
skating party.

‘Though the way was cleared for
Murphy, Chastang has not closed the
fite on Murphy's complaint.

REACTING TO a story in Tues-
day's Detroit Free Press about the
Bonaventure rink, Chastang said he
may have some more Investigating
to do before the Murphy complaint
against the roller rink is completed.

“This new [ssue we may have to
deal with before we close the case If
it presents a problem from a racial
point of view,” Chastang sald,

Bonaventure owner Louis Arm-
bruster and his son, Mark, were una-
vallable for comment. A Bonaven-
ture spokeswoman late Tuesday af-
ternoon  sald, “He (Mark

d care deliv-

that no ln-
stituted,” according to Botsford's

LA r
ered to any of our patlents.”

Mortality rating angers Botsford

Cantinued from Page 1

An official of the Michlgan Peer
Review Organlzatlon, which reviews
the quality of medleal care given
Medicare patients, agreed.

“We have not found a direct corre-
lation between these mortality lists
and quality of care problems,” sald
ehiet executive officer Gary Hor-
vath. "By and large, the quality of
care practiced in this state is pretty
good. In fact, it is very good."

GLINTER'S COMPLAINTS about
the study are basle. He belleves the
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{federal agency neglected to take Into
considerailon Important variables.
such as patlent age and stage of Nl-
ness when admitted to Botsford.

The study Is also skewed because:
the cabes were analyzed based on the
cause for the last hospital admisslon
of the year for Medicare beneflclar-
ics, according to Glinter.

Hospital records show that 3,328
total Medlcare admissions oceurred
In 1986, nearly twlce the figure used
In the federal study. on

higher figure, the hospital's mortall-
ty rate for 1936 was 10.2 percent.

5!0% OFF

HATS &
GLOVES

With Coupon
Gaod thru 1-7-88

REE
CALENDAR

With Coupon
Good thru 1-7-88

JGS - 474-2700
* ‘AT FARMINGTON RD,

Sun, 10 a.m.-10,p.m..
ption Dalivoi . g

20292 Middlebelt
Just S. of 8 Mile, Livonis
471-6900

b Tt P P w8
Tov W Lowtw

e admisslon. Of the repol

But using only the last hospital ad-
misslons data used by the federal
agency, the mortality rate climbs to
17.8 percent, which {alls just outside
the agency's predicted mortalily

rate.

“Yet Botsford Is [n the acceptable
range for the 16 (diagnostic) categor-
les,” Glinter said.

The data used In the study shows

after discharge, according to the
hospital's official comments to the
federal study.

"“With the Information supplied by
HCFA, we were unable to identify
one of the reported deaths as having
been a patient at our hospital,” ac-
cording to the hespital’s comment.

The 41 deaths that occurred after
discharge, for example, are listed as

that 340 patients
to Botsford dled within 30 days of
rted deaths,
299 were llsted as occurying durlng
the hospltal stay and 41

part of the rate for the
hospital, whether they died from a
discase they were being treated for
aor whether hit by an auto later, sald
a Botsford

What Do You Do

..when the boss calls and you have the kids?
..when your kids are tired of you?
..when you want to holiday shop for the kids

& they're with you?

?

[ ]
» Quality, hourly drop-ln
child c!m "wgzr:ogu can
have fun*
Closed New Year’s Day X
32875 Northwestern ¢ 737-5437 °

{S. of 14 Mile)s Farmington Hlls .

Calls-. - ,
Y PLACE e

3810 W.'Maple (at Lohser) 540-5702
.. Nextto ALP « Blemingham

M-Th 8 2.m.10 p.m., Fri. 8 a.m.1 a3 SaL, § a.m.-1 a.m., Sun. 128 p.m.

New Year's Sale

50% OFF

On Entire Stock Of The
Finest Clothing & Shoes
Sat., Jan. 2nd; Sun,, Jan. 3rd

Mon.-Sat.

Big Savings

Mon,, Jan. 4th

Parkwest Plaza
Notihwestemn Hwy.
N, of 12Mie
352-0030
Mamiobpm. Sun.12pm.to5pm.
All previous sales are exchaded.

isn't here and isn't
available.”

In the Detrolt Free Press story,
Murphy is quoted as saying the holi-
day skating party might be the last
at Bopaventure for himsell and
other black skaters,

The Armbrusters have posted a
sign on the window of the Interior
pay counter that states as of Jan. 1,

the Fomac, Mercury and Cottrell
brands of a hard rubber wheel =2
consldered popular with black skat-
ers — will be banned,

‘The hard rubber wheels apparent.
ly are popular because of their slip-
periness, which makes It casler to
sllde across the wooden rink floor, &
movement used in skate-dancing.

Though the Armbrusters were un-
available for comment Tuesday, the
Free Press quoted Mark Armbruster
as denying the ban on hard rubber
wheels was raclally motivated. The
ban on the three brands of wheels
was for safety, Armbruster was,
quoted as saying, e

S —————

clarification

A Dec. 21 story about palitical
lawn sign usage in the fall Farming-
ton Hills City Council campaign in-
correctly stated that then-councll-
woman Joan Dudley voted against

easing polltical lawn sign prohlbi=
tions in 1986.

She supported easing the prohibl-
tions.
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Let us help you design
a deck to compliment
your home and satisfy
your outdoor needs.

We feel that pressure
treated Ponderosa
Pine is the best
material for the job.
It’s treated to a .40
retention. It has a
better appearance, less
warping and less
%Qlittlng than Yellow
ine.

Lumber Is guaranteed
for 30 years.

Free Design Service

Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30-5:

CUSTOM DECK EXPERTS
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H.A. SMITH

Lumber & Supplies
28575 Grand River gnear 8 Mile)
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474-6610 or 535-8440
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