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HAT awayto
spend Christmas!
Mercy High

Junior Maribeth
Galasso was sclected by the
* | National Cheerleaders
Assoclation and the Superstar
Drill Team and Pom Pon
Camps tn Dallas to perform in
the Aloha Bow} pregame and
halftime shows in Honotulu
Christmas Day.

‘The Farmington Hills
resldent was one of 350 glrls
from around the country who
performed in the college
football game between the
University of Florida and
UCLA. )

COUNCIL gueries.
‘The format of Farmington
Hills City Counclt minutes,
which apparently goes into
much detall, may be disc
by councll members in the
months shead,

“WIith this extensive
reparting .. . we could getinto
trauble,” said Councllman Aldo
Vagnozz2i as the council voted to
&mend crrors in the minutes at
a recent meeting.

City Clerk JoAn Reynolds
suggested the councll put the
item on a future study session
agenda. “There's a ot we need
to address,” she said,

FOOTNOTES:

One year ago this week —
Farmington Hills was cleared
of any allegations of bias in city
hiring practices, desplte news
reports to the contrary,

Offlctals from the Justice
Department told the Observer
the Investlgation of the Hills
was closed the previous
September.

Danlel Lore

Snowy trails

z, 7, and Erlc Carmichae, 6, lead the string of
young cross-country sklers Into one of Heritage Park’s
snow-covered nature trails Wednesday, A week-long day
camp, sponsored by Farmington Hills Speclal Sorvices
Department's recreation division, kept kids busy while
school was out for winter holidays.

)
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’80s-style racism
called more subtile

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff wrlter

When Jm  Agnew speaks of
change, he's got a pretty good idea
what it’s all about.

The new chalrman of the Farm-
ington area’s Cultural Awareness
Commitiee has a hlstory of partlei-
pation In prompting change for the
better. As a college student In North
Carollna fn the heated '60s, Agnew
was heavlly Involved In the civil
rights movement.

]t was wild and dangerous and all
those things,” sald the Farmington
Hills resldent,

One ol Agnew's fond personal
moments was meeting the late Dr.
Martin Luther King.

“He had a charisma that was evi-
dent without a spoken word. There
was just something about him

.. " sald Agnew, a manufacturing
manager for the Ford Motor Corp.’s
Woodhaven Stamping Plant.

There’s no doubt, Agnew sald, that
the civil rights movement 2ad subse-
quent Jaws brought about change for
the better, Times have changed yet
again in the 1980s. And Its the pres-
ent that Agnew and the 15-member
cultural committee are preparing to
face and challenge.

AGNEW BEST explains his per-
spective on change by describing the

Schools

Harrison and Mercy high schools
are leaders among Oakland County
schools partlelpating in a campaign
:Imcd at fighting the demand for

gS.

Students from 203 schools
throughout a four-county area — in-
cluding 22 schools from Qakland

Jdim Ai;new

turbulence of the 19603, Durlng the
decade, people knew where the bat-
tle lines were drawn — whether it
was race relations, the Vietnam war
or student protests.

"In the '60s, people weat to all ex-
tremes, Today, people aren't like
that, People just want to do their
own thing,” Agnew said. Agnew, his
wife and two small children moved

people

‘Before you can
attempt to change you
have to understand
what your feelings,
good and bad, are.’

— Jim Agnew

to Farmington Hills about a year
0.

Agnew belleves change has
reached a plateau, “Nolhlng ever
stays stifl. But if you're not moylng
wlth cverything going (urward you
must be golng backward.”

Some galns made In the civil
rights movement are still intact, he
sald, but some other gains have tak-
en on different faces. Still others
have been weakened, Agnew sald.

Raclst acis stlll persist, as was
demonstrated by the recent spray-
palnting and vandalism of the Farm-
ington Hills home of a bi-racial cou-
ple. But Agnew says an equally great

Please turn to Page 2

fig\ht drug abuse

County — are extending drug aware-
niess to their peers by partleipating
in “A Blg [cagun Challenge: Crnck‘

County, whose office is co-sponsor-
lng the program which he eailed
Ilnlqlu' In Michlgan.”

down on Drugs,” a
nlng from Octnber lhroush Febru~

"We are not irying to replace the
educatlonal efferts, but encourage
the kinds of programs we should
have,” said Richard chief

The Pi Atterneys Assocl-
nllon of Michigan gave $10,000 in
money to start the project, the
bralnchlld of Wayne County prosecu-
tor John O'Hare,

assistant prosecutor for Oakland

Please turn to Page 3

By Joanne Mallszewskl
staff writer

what’s inside

Around Farmington . .38
(4]

Cable connectlon . . .6A
Clubelrcult . . .. ..
Classifieds, . Secs.B,D,E

Auto ., .., ..... 128
Realestate. . . . . .2D
Employment . . . . 13D
Entertainment . . . . . C
Obltuaries. . . . .. .6B
Oplnlon . .. .....8A
Pointsofviaw . . . . .9A
Pollceffiracalls . . . .4A
Sports. . ... ... .10
the
CLASSIFIEDS

Classlfied mekes good
dollars and sense. Get the
most for your money-buy
or sell classifiod,

$591-0900

Use Your MasterCard or Visa

Some cbstacles that faced the
clty of Farmington Hills in 1987
will continue to offer mare of the
same [n 1988,

“Our biggest problem was traf-
fle,” sald outgolng -Mayor Ben
Marks. “The lack of belp from the
county and the state has really
strangled us.”

Roads and congestion were the
very topies Marks spoke about
when he took the mayor's job in
January 1987, Improved roads, he
said at the time, were one of the
major facets of improving the
?{ui;;'lslty of tl(n in Farmington

‘While a lot has yet to be done,
there's no doubt the $7 milllen
bond issue approved by voters

1ast year has helped.

1087, more than 11 miles of
roads were improved at a cost of
more than $8 mififon. The $7 mil-
llon in bonds were used In con-
Junction with money from other
sources, Two more years remain
In the city's three-year road im-
provement program.

As the local ronds are belng Im-
proved, clty officlals are -still
waiting on the major headaches
~— Haoggerty Road, 1.696 and
hoped-for additional inter-
changes, Northwestern Highway
and 12 Mile,

“THE NEW Interchanges have
been talked about. But we haven't
seen them ‘on paper. We would
like to sec something more con.
crete,” Marks sald,

‘The mayor also reafflrmed city

filo phote

offlcials' demands for noise barri-
ers to protect the residential
areas along 1-686, which is sched-
uled for widening to eight lanes,

“We are not going to let the
state or the feds get by without &
tremendous battle for sound bar-
riers,” Marks sald. “It (the lack of
state planning for barriers) is un-
conscionable. It's terrible.”

1987 also marked the opening
of the new police bullding, allow-
Ing for expanded room in clty hall

ause some city offlces were
moved Into the old police facllity,
The year also was highlighted by
the opening of the 212-acre Heri-
tage Park and near completion of

* the city’s flrst youth athletle fa-

cllity, Ploneer Park at Farmlug-
ton and 18 Mile.
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Deadman: Downtown gains

By Casoy Hans
stalf writor

Included on Farmington city
manager Robert Deadman's wish
«list for 1988 is a vibrant down-
town district, plans for a wider
Orchard Lake Road and an an-
swer to the elty’s garbage dilem-

ma,

A lat of things were complet-
ed in 1987, but a lot were atarted
that we won't sce the end of for
years,” Deadmai sald.

Repalring and rebulldlng ma-
Jor strects, Improvements to the
water system, and a varlety of
rubllc service projects topped the

ist of 1987 achlevements, -

Making the downtown more ap-

Goals for new year have ‘87 flavor
Marks: Roads a top priority.

Year's end closes the curtaln on Bon Marks® term as mayor.

pealing for businesses, the city's
' 11,000 residents and visitors is
one project that began In 1987
and will affect tho clty's future.
Bids for the flrat phase of a
$1.4 milllon rejuvenation project

about the cliy'’s Downtown Davnl-
opment Authority board, Support
from resldents Is cruclal to the
project, ho sald. “This is kind of
an uclunz one (pro]ect) for
downtown.”

DEADMAN HAS hopu ihat the
DDA and those In

LAURA CASTLE/s1alf photographer

together toward common goals
for tho arca,

“They’re wedded to cach other,
whether they Mke it or not. The
demlse of one would aficct the
other.”

He also encourages the newly
formed Downtown Farmington
Business Association 1o continue
in iis efforts to market Farming-
ton's Image.

Increased tralfic will affect
business and residential nelgh
bors downtown in 1988, The city
has commlissioned a tralfic study
at the request of a’committee of
historie district residents. Resulls
of the study and city action are

the
downtown hlstoric district work
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