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Hippodrome is Kyle
| Richards (loft) of Livo-
nia, Doyle Dean of
Dearborn and Chris
Richards of Livonia.

Hippodromerocks around the obstacles

By Larry O'Coinur
stall wrilar

1t's only a few minites lo show tune and Hippo-
drume’s lead singer and gwitarist Chris Richards Jooks a
tad worricd

He should be really worried.

Without benefit of a sound check, his three-member

bani Is about to 1ake the stage In a place that looks big
piiough to be a garage for 7475, And it’s very erpty.
+ But the show, as the hackneyed expresston relterates,
st go o Richards must go on this night with his
“eotiservative persola,” compiete with horn-rimmed
Biasses und docksiders

By he's a tour guide at Greenfield Vitiuge and
didn ¢ even have time o chunge for the show.

AT THIS stage it's generally {igured what else could
go wrong? In a nutshell: Everything.

Alter a few songs, Richurds stops the show. Squinting
into the bright lights, he asks no one In partleular,
“Could I get some water? I'm dylng up here.”

Once watered, Richards and his bandmates continue
to burn through the 45-minute sct. Things are locking

ood.

Then, close to touchdown, disaster strikes. Richards

turns ta the sparse crowd with a horrified Jook.

“Does anybody bave a guitar chord?" he asked. “I'm
not kidding. I just destroyed mine."”

At this point, any other group of musiclans would
have left the stage, pawned their equipment and joined
a monastery in Tibet. But not Hippodrome.

RICHARDS .IUST’lL'lls the smattering of people to
take a bathroom break while he tries to find another
chord. A band, which follows Hippodrome, lends him
one.

To say nothing rankles these fellows ks akin to saying
the wind In Siberla is nippy In Jonuary, Actually, de-
spite ali the problerns, the show comes off quite well.

“We could go out there and play In our underwear,”
Richards said, “and it wouldn't faze us. In fact we will
someday.”

For now, Hippodrome Is content to play with its
clothes on — even I Richards locks like a National Re-
view cover boy. The band has been together a little over
four months.

IN THAT span, Uie band has developed a chemistry.
Richards is joined by his brother, Kyle, on bass and
Doyle Dean, whose previous musical experience was

with a hard-core punk hand

Fogether. they poadnee & »ouat that o,
enjoyabie. Tae adept guitar work o ¢
who hops arourd the stage kL o way Wi
adds to the fun moud

He's backed up with Kyld's steady bass and Dean's
machine gun drumnuag Lyrically, they get w the polit

“A Jot of peojie iisten to us and Jabe) us as ar
R.EM.” Richatds simd. “1 violeitly deny that .. . 1
den't evets like R.E.M,

“There's a big
are aboue sitativ:

ani
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ABGIL AN Std ¥ Ul

SOME SITUATIONS
slancg, how Hippodron [

Richards had placed ads th acverai ausic trade publi-
cations in the area in seurch of uie {or his fiew band

He was going 10 post the jub on & bulleus: board at a
Dearboen record store but was minis a pen.

When lie asked the guy at the counter if ne could dor-
row one, the guy at the counter wanted 10 know why.
Richards tadd him.

He was tulking to Dean.

Personaliy. Dean had iitle tioubic fittmg m. Musical-
Iy. though. was a dilferent imatier

‘It was kind of hard st first,” said Dean, wi t
with a punk graup. Sastary Reasons. “1n hard-vore 1t +
very, very stiple drum beats. All 1 was duing, basicaliy

was velling and screannng
Now Dean has 10 be ready play anything. Hippodeiune
claims to deliver any cover song in 30 seconds or fexs

“WE'VE DONE Lhe worst cover version of ‘Cumiorta
bly Numb' ever attempted.” said Richards proudiy
“And we still baven't recovered from that.”

Hippodrome has recovered cnough to record o

3 Tempermmll Stue
Plans welude reteasing a single, “v%
E e 0u casseite in January,
Already Richurds 15 thinking of s matketing ploy
“We're going 1o sell ithe tapes) al cost.” e said
costs $1.50 to muke cach one, we're gaing 1o soii
$1.50. We want to make [t very unrefusable,

“Everybudy's going to want It. 1t will only cor "
ple of bucks. If it's a bad tape. they can just tape vier

Hippodrome will perform with Shouting Club 1
Orange Roughies Friday, Jan. 8 at the |
tramick Pub, 2048 Caniff, off I-75. For morc s
mation, call 363.9760.
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@ ORANGE ROUGHIES

" The Orange Roughices, with special
guests Shoutlng Club and Hippo-
drome. will perform Friday, Jan. 8,
at the Hamtramek Pub. 2048 Canlif,
off 1-75. For more information, call
365-9760.

@ BEAU cOup

*Beau Coup will perform Friday,
Jan. 8, at Harpos, 14238 Harper, De-
ttoil. For more information, call
823-6400, -

-

@ MAP OF THE WORLD

*Map of the World will perform
Friday, Jan. 8, at Lili's 21, 2930
Jacob, near Holbrook, Hamtramek.
For more informatlon, call 875-8555.

® MARIO & BOY SMILING
Muric & Boy Smillag will perform
Suturday, Jun. 9. at Sully’s, 4758

Greenfleld, between Michigan Ave-:

nue and Ford Road, Dearborn. Ad-
mission Is $3. For imore Information,
call 846-5377,

@ SOFT WAR

Soft War, with special gucsts
Gaugster Fun, will perform Satur-
day, Jan. 9, at the Hamtramck Pub,
2048 Caniff, off I.75. For more infor-
mation, call 846-5377,

® VERTICAL PILLOWS

Vertlcal Pillows wlll perform Sat-
urday, Jan. 9, at Lili's 21, 2030
Jacoh, near Holbrook, Hamtramck.
Fot more Informatlon, call 875-6555.

® SCOTT CAMPBELL

Scott Campbel) wiil perform with
special guests, Jugglers & Thieves
and Colorfut Drama, on Friday, Jan.
15, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048
Caniff, off 1-75. For more Informa.

tion, call 365-9760.

® DOC WATSON .
Legendary blues artist Doc Wat.
son wilt perform Saturday, Jan. 16,
at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, ncar Palmer,
Detroit. Tickcts are $12.50 in ad-
vance and $15 at the door. Show
times are 9 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. For
more informatlon, call 832-2355,

® ECHO & BUNNYMEN
Echo & the y

® ROY BUCHANAN
Blues artist Roy Buchanan wih

pos. 14238 per. Detrait.
more informaltion, call 323-6400.

© WHITESNAKE
Whitesnuke wili pertorm S,
day, Feb. 13 au ihe dou Lauis
in Detroll. Tickets are §17.50
at TicketMaster

ur

will per-
form Friday, Jan 29, at HIll Audlto-
rlum in Ann Arbor.* Tickels are
$16.50 and $15 and available at Tick-
etMaster Outlets. To charge tickets
by phone call 423.6666,

@ RITA MOSOUKA

Rita Mosouku will perform Fri-
day, Jan. 15, at St. Andrew’s Hall,
Congress and Beaublen, Detroit.

D
To charge tickets by phone. call 4
6665,

® STING

Sting will perform Friday and Sat-
urday, Feb. 18-20, at the Masonic
Tetple Theater in Detiait Tickets
are availuble at aly etdMaster
Outlets, To charge Uckels by phone
cail 423-6666.
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Here are {he albums (no purticu-
order) which recejve conslder-
o v on "Sonic Rendezvous,”
winch is iiosted by Steve Kostan 8-10
p in. Sundays on WRIF-FM 101,

“The Joshua Tree,” U2,

2. "Ducutncat.”” R.E.M,

Never Lot Me Down” David
Bowie.

4 “Louder
Suiths,

5. "Biuh Blah." 1gry Pop.

6. “Earth, Sun and the Moon.” Love
and Rockels.
7. “Skylarking,
8. "Georgia Sa
teilites,

4. “Crowded
House.
i¢ “Bucky Fellini.” Dend Milkmen,

Than | Bomnbs.” The

'C.
les.”” Georgia Sa-

House.” Crowded

Here are the songs (no
order) by area bands recer
play on “Detrolt Music
which can be heard on WDT
90.9 from 4-5 p.m. Sundays a
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

1. "Psychodrama,"” Funboust

2, “The Glory," Second Self.
3.*Hold On.” Beer on the Penpuin
4.“Such As I Am." Before or A

5. "U'li Remember You,” Sce |
Ruo.

6. “Buy Me a Pony." Little Munsters
7. “Kicks For Sorraw,” Hypentics,

8. "1 Can't Believe It.,” Hippodrome.
9. “Here It Comes,” Aton James.

10. “Chance With You," Jugglers &
Thieves,
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HIGH VOLTAGE
—NMaynard
Ferguson

This Ialest venturc is something
new for Maynard Ferguson. .
+ Bul new challenges are something
Ferguson seems handle as well as he
does the trumpet. “High Voltage” is

iele ol

Ferguson displays hls virtuoso
trumpet ablity right from the open-
ing number, “Jack Usage" Along
with his truinpet Is some fine instru-

PLEASED TO
MEET ME
-~ The

Replacements

Critles seemed to butting heads in
order to praise of the latest offering
frem the Minneapolis band.

And, no, it's not because The Re-
placements  happen to be from
Prince's homctown. One thing they
do have In common with the Purple
Rain maker himself, though, besides
place of orlgin, Is that The Replace-
me:;ts have mastered their art quite
well.

Indced, as R.E.M. becomes more

{rom other
as well.

the first album from with
his new electronlc fusion band
named, what uise, High Voltage.

The seven-plece band Is complete
with saxophone, percussion, drums,
gultar, keyboards and buss to go

. along with Ferghson's unipet. And
the cast of Instruments blend In well,

For jazz aficlonados and non-afl-
clondos alike, “High Voltage" Is pure
pleasure to the musical ear.

Yes, there are some awkward
moments. In one cut, “Sunday Morn-
Ing.” one can scnse Ferguson's trum-
pel trying to out-muscle the etker In-
stroments. “Snap” Is onc of two vo-
el numbers on “High Voltage" 1t
falters only because the be-bop vo-
cals do not iesh well with the mu-

ae.
* Batn £ qualms, really.

noted is the

bass work of Ray Brinker through-
out the album. We hear a soaring
gultar on “High Vollage,” the funky-
sounding title track off the album.
Trumpet and flute almost scem to
play cat-and:mouse {n “Market-
place.”

When it comes to slow, romantc
numbers, Ferguson's trumpet really
weaves a fanciful tune, "Stardust” Is
such a number, a dream-like, relax-
ing candle-1it plece. .

“Walklng on the Pler” Is enhanced
by the vocals of Cari Anderson, who
appears courtesy of Polygram
Records,

But the obvlaus hightight is Fergu-
son's trumpet playing backed-up by
some cqually talented musiclans,

.._Larry. O'Cm_mor

pular in avenues, The
Replacements  scem  destined  to
takeover the throne as the best un-
derground band around. “Pleased To
Meet Me" gives solld reason to be-
lleve The won't be un-
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In one breath, they can give you
the fast-paced. guitar gnusiung cut
like “Red Red Wine.” Aud then come
back with a very slow, acoustic num-
ber like “Skyway.”

In “I Don’t Know,” the trademark
chalnvaw gultar of Westerberg is
backed with a deep barltene saxe-

- phone, giving the number depth that

hard rock

derground for long, either.,

Why that Is stems from the fact
The Replacements show an Incredl-
ble amount of moxic for an up-and-
caming group.

Paul Westerberg, tha group's sing-
cr/songwriter and guitarist, pro-
vides a brand of music with both en-
ergy and diversity. And the producer
of the album, Jim Dlckenson, knew

well enough to leave the rawness off .

the muslcin. - .

The Replacements’ musle Ls root-
sy, folkay, Jazzy, punkish, hard rock-
ish and a lot of other things not casi-
1y categorized. In short, there is not
st pattern In their music.

it from many

songs.

“Nightelub Jitiers” 15 u slow jaz
number. complete with piano, xaxo-
rhone and upright bass. When listen-
ng to this, you cant help bul feel
you're in a smoky piauo bar in New

ork.

Westerberg shows his versatility
as a gultarist In “The Ledge." His
guitar play takes on a sanlc edge in
this number,

Bui une of the main highlights of
the albun is the ode {o pop star Alex
Chilton in “Alex Chilton.” The sung.
Aike through the album, shows that
music is meant to be fun.

—Larry O'Connor

DETROIT
DEAD OR ALIVE?

—- various artists

Want to know what is happening in
aur own back yard mustealiy? Is
there another Bob Seger, Mitch
Ryder or Iggy Pop In our midst?

Well. geez, don't expect local radio
o telbus.

Some of the rock stations in this
soem (o be conient to live In the
urh ages The only thing 13 be heard
in thal arwave desert of classic rock
1s 1970~ antiques like Led Zeppelin's
"Stajrway to Heaven” and Lynyrd
Skynyrd's “Sweet Home Alabama.”

To pay homage to such rock leg-
ends is all fine and dandy. But to do
It for 24 hours a day?!

Really, one day our children will
ask us what kind of miusic was there
in the 1980s. And we won'l know be-
cause we were too busy listening to
the dinosaurs of the 1960s and 1970s.

Aunyhow, If you want a sampling of
some Detroit rock 'n’ roil, this cas-
sette tape on Nebula, which s avail-
able at Sam's Jams and Harmony
House outlets, offers some good nug-

ets,

Featured on the live compllation
tape is Beer on the Penguln, Scoft
Campbell, Fly Away Halr, Funhouse,
The Hypnotics and the Mindreaders.
Recorded live at St. Andrew's Hall in
Detroil, this tape caplures the encr-
gy of the event without being too dls-
torted with feedback dike some live

M ULIE STINET & ’

TN GNG SUPSIHTIE
BEER /v PENGUIN
SCOTT CAMPBELL
FLY AWAY HAIR
FUNHOUSE
THE HYPNOTICS

recordings tend to be.

Also, one of the attractlve features
of compllation albums Is thit there's
a wide varlety of music to be heard.
And such is the case here.

Especlally noted on “Detroit—
Dead or Allve?” is the guitar buzz of
“Waitlng For You" by Beer on the
Penguin and the rather humarous
“I'm Saving Myself For Angela Cart-
wright” by Scott Camphell. Also,
The Hypnotics (obviously living up tu
thelr name) do & haunting version ot
“Psychodrama.” -

Campbell, incldentally, coordinat-
ed the project as a fund-raiser for
WDTR-FM. The educational radio
station in Detroil has an hourlong
show which, gasp, is actually devot-
ed to local musle.

The show, which Is hosted by
Campbell; can be heard 4-5 p.m. Sun-
days and $:30-6:30 p.m. Tucsdays.
But if you want more than an hour-a-
week dose of local rock, “Detroitsz
Dead or Alive?™ is a good bet. B
~— Larry O'Connor
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