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A speclal basketball program
in the Detroit metro area gives
physically handicapped young
people a chance to make new
{rlends and participate in a sports
activity,

More important, it brings a
team spicit of understandlng and
support from their families and
{riends, according to the coach of
a wheelchalr basketball team for
children and young adulls,

“These kids are bright, articu-
late, able to express. thelr needs
and deslres,” sajd coach Arthur

Harrison High School

Fast breaks
More at stake than a game

‘We want to make the kids compete in
the arena of sports, but more
importantly in the arena of life.”

. — Arthur Humphrey, coach

Humphrey. “We want lo make the
kids compete in the arena of
sports, but more Importantly In
the arena of life.”

WHEELCHAIR-BOUND and a
member of a natlonal champion
adult wheelchalr team, Hum-
phrey spends his {ree time shut-
tling between the west s(de prac-
tice center at Warner Middle
School on 14 Mile at the West
Bloomf(leld/Farmington Hills
border, and the east side center at
I»Mcnl Fields Vocational Center in

troit.

During the day, Humphrey Is
special  projects  director for
Home CARE, Inc; a Dearborn-
based medical equipment sup-
pller which sponsors the team.
“We have a commitment to
wheelchalr or adaptive sports,”
he sald. “We like to give some.
thing back to those we support.”

Of the 40 mostly Oakland and
Wayne County residents in the
program, some were handicapped
at birth, and others are the vie.
tims of car accldents, gunshots
and other misfortunes.

They range In age from five to
19, and do not have to be confined
to a wheelchalr to scrimmage
with the group.

On a recent night llumphrey
was teaching hls special brand o¢
competitive spirit during a prac-
tice at Warner.

“THIS SPIRIT can be trans-
ferred over to the classroom and
their personal 1ife,” Humphrey
explained. "I think when you can

Tom Neff, 15, takes to the
court in his wheelchair,

spark that spirit, you
can do so much."
He deals not only with the han.

dieap, but with the discipline,
medlcal, selfl-image and academ-
ic probiems that often come with
the handicap.

The group travels to games out
of town, which helps some deal
with the fear of being scparated
(rT‘r’n thelr famities, Humphrey
sald,

Mike Lolbl of Farmington Hills
and Sean Norman of Southfield
were just two of the team mem-
bers who altended a recent com-
petition in Minnesota. The Junlor
Wheelchair Pistons came home
with the B Divis(on title from the
Courage Center Fifth Annual Jun.
for Invitational Baskethalt Tour-
nament, an internatlonal compe-
tition held in November.

RUMPHREY SAID all the stu.
dents who have “graduated” from
his pregram are now attendlng
college.

Mike Logan, a junlor at Harri.
son High School in Farmington
Hills, was one of the first partlel-
pants in the program.,

Logan sald the program has
taught him self discipline and the
importance of placlng priorities
on different parts of his life, In.
cluding getting hls homework
done.

Humphrey places a strong val-
ue on good’ grades; participants
must keep thetr grades up to con-
tinue to be in the program.

“HE'S COME A long way,” sald
Joe Loibl, whose son Mike is a
program participant. Joe, who
sits on the Oakland County Spe-
ciat Education Commilttee, sald
many of the participants have in.
creased their self esteem.

VIKING CDLIN'I&RY

RANDY BORST/4tafl photogeapnes
All eyas ‘are on the basket

during a weekly scrimmage o

at the Warner Middle School
gym in Farmington Hills
(above). At right, Sheita Clay-
ton, 18, a Harrison High
School student, maneuvers
past Mike Lolbl, a seventh
grader at the Warner school,

© “He's met a lot of new friends
here,” Linda Nelf said of her son
Tom. "It builds a closeness with
the kids here.”

The youth wheelchair basket-
ball group scrimmages Monday
from 6% pm. at Warner Mlddle
School on 14 Mile between
Northwestern Highway and
Middlebelt Road, and on Wednes-
days from 6:30-9 p.m. at the Hel-
en Fields Vocatlonal Center,
19670 Cameron near Eight Mile
and 1.75 In Detroit.

Humphrey can be reached at
271-8120,

2 schools

Continued from Page 1

The two Farmington Hills high
schoals are at the forefront of the
drug awareness competition, with
schools earning points for various
types of awarencss programs, ag
cording to Thompson. High schools
in Berkley and Lake Qrlon are alsa
alose to first place In the compet!-

on.

‘THE PROGRAM is co-sponsored
by prosecuting attorneys in Oakland,
‘Wayne, Macomb and Genesee coun-

- ties, plus Detroit professional sports
figures, including Istah Thomas of
the Plstons, Dave Lewis of the Red
Wings and Eddie Murray of the Li.
ons. The Detroit Tigers also Jolned

the effort recently, Thompson sald.

‘“The prosecutors In these four
counties In the Southeast Michigan
corrider declded they wanted to do
somethlng,” he added.

Final polnts will be tallied in Feb-
ruary and the winners announced, he
said. Seven schools will be lauded for
their drug awareness efforts, includ-
ing three In Wayne, two In Oakland
and one each in Genesce and Ma-
comb counties. One hundred students
from each winnlng school will attend
a professional sporung eveat, where
the school will be recognized.

“Sports figures can have a very
posltive impact on ldds as role mod-
els,” Thompson added.

As law eoforcement officers,

eading in drug fight

county prosecutors commonly ate
tack the drug problem by golog after
suppllers. Thompson sald this pro-
gram is an effort to make drug users

. in high school aware of the dangers

and problems with drug use.

“Where there Is a demand and
high profits, there are still pcople
willing to take the risks,” he said.

HARRISON'S STUDENTS Agalnst
Driving Drunk Chapter is behind the
awareness effort which began in Oce
tober at the Farmington Hills school.
The program Is just one of the
group's projects for the 1987-88
school year, according to SADD
coordinater and Harrison teacher
Maria Schneider.

on the agenda

Agenda details for government
meetings scheduled for this week
Sollow. All meetings are open to
the public.

- Farmiogton Hills City Councll
Councll Chambers
31555 11 Mile
7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 4

The meeting will be highlighted
with the swearing in of the new may-
or, Jody Soronen, and mew mayor
pro tem, Terry Sever. The meeting
slso wili be devated to announcing
the Employee of the Ycar award and
other city, board and

was avallable at press time.

Downtown Development Acthorlty
City of Farmington
Councll Chambers
23600 Liberty
8a.m. Toesday, Jan. 5

Guldellnes which would allow
community groups to use banners in-
stolled recently In the downtown
Farmington will be dlscussed. Also
on the agendn is: the discussion of
future banners, appolntment of the
DDA executlve director to a review
committee for coluﬂy CAP funds,

awards and accolades.

Farmlagtos City Council
Counclt Chambers
. 23600 Liberty
M 8 p.m, Monday, Jan, 4
» 'The regular meeting of the Farm-
ington Clty Council is scheduled for
dﬂ.: evening. No agenda Information

and
on luwtsupo ptuu!ng Ior the reno-
vation project.

anuswn Board br Education

The regular meeting of the Farm-

ington school board scheduled for

weck been rescheduled to
Tuesday, Jan. 12.

pol:ce/fire calls

Listed below are some of tha
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:
© BOMB THREAT

* Employees at Tally Hall at Hun!-
ors Square, 31005 Orchard Laki
Road, reported they recelved lwo
lnlephono calls Dec, 29 from an uni-
dentlfied man saying there was a

Farmington Hills rlolfce report.
“You have a half-hour boom," one
reparted the caller saying.

Two minutes later the caller tele-
phoned agaln, No bomb waa found,
police

d.

® THEFTS REPORTED
A 1984 black Pontlac Fiero valued
at $8,000 was reported stolen from
1ho 12th Estate Condominiums on 12
Mlle west of Mlddlebelt, Dec. 29,
A snowmoblie and traller valued

Cultoral Awareness Commlitee
Conference room
Farmington Hills City Hali
31555 11 Mlle

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 8

The committee will discuss the re-
cent palnting of racial slurs on a res-
idence in Farmington. Committee
assignments, such as finding a home
for a foreign exchange student, cor-
perate funding and plans for @ flag
display at the Farmington Commu-
nlty Library,will be discussed.
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BE HERE! OUR BIG STOREWIDE CLEARANCE BEGINS TODAY!

Gat here early for the bast selection of fall and winter apparel and
accessories for averyone in the family...and beautiful actents for your home.
The timing is perfect 1 are and quality Is superb!

WOMEN'S APPAREL: DRESSES, SUITS, COATS, SPORTSWEAR,
MATERNITIES, FURS, LINGERIE AND ACCESORIES

CHILDREN'S WEAR: INFANTS, TODDLERS, GIRLS, BOYS AND TEENS
MISS J SHOP: DRESSES, SPORTSWEAR, OUTERWEAR, LINGERIE, ACCESSORIES
MR. J SHOP: SUITS, SPORT COATS, OUTERWEAR
. MENSWEAR: SUITS, SPORTSWEAR, OUTERWEAR, FURNISHINGS, SHOES
FOR YOUR HOME: FURNISHINGS, BEODING AND BATH, SERVING/TABLE WARE

While quantities lasl.

Jacobson’s

»  We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Express? Card,

Shop untll 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday

Untll 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuasday, Wednesday and Saturday




