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Tim Harrold {left), Bill Barr
and Mike Van Dyke partici-
pate in 8 comedy skit at Ann
Arbor Heidelberg'e “Comaedy
Sportz.” In “Conzdy Sportz,”
a comedian can get the
brown-bag treatment for
committing a foul during his/
ter act. Here Van Dyke (s re-
ceiving his punishment from
Barr, who is the referee.
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These places are good for laughs

*By Tim Smith
-staff writer

. “Hey waiter, bring me some
“turtle soup — and make it
‘snappy. . . "

Heartfclt agony and despalr usual-
-ly overcome shellshocked comedy
‘club audiences when such an obvi-
ously bad pun’is delivered by asplr-
-Ing Jay Leno-types. .
1 But at Ann Arbor's Heidelberg,
:home of the improvisational *Come-
:dy Sportz", turtle soup cracks are
“trealed a bit differently.
. Oh sure, crowds there persist in
“the usual good-natured jecring. But
wait, there’s more. Comics, known
there as “Actletes,” are penalized
for bad humeor by referees of all

things.

According to Comedy Sportz man-
ager BIll Bary, the show’s “groaner”
penalty is the most-called “foul” at,
.the totally off-the-cuif prog

ogram. The,.:
show patterns comedy after sporting

cvents, complete with national an-
them renditlons.

“The offendlng player comes up to
the edge of the stage and apologizes
for insulting the crowd,” Barr sald,
adding that there are other calls for
obscene humor and comic indecl-
slveness, or “waffling." .

If obscenlty does creep In, brown
paper bags are unfurled, Barr sald.

. “AND THAT APPLIES lo the
crowd as well," he added. “If some-
‘one yells out anything that's brown

To add splce on open mlke nights,
Ridley said a few working comedi-
ans are tossed in with the novices to
set an example about “how It works
up there.”

During the rest of the week
though, particularly weekends, such
ploys are seldom If cver needed.
That's because Rldley’s club has
quite a track record.

Many prominent natlonal comics

Stand-up comlcs also yuk [t up at and performers have shown up at
such places as Chaplin's [n Fraser, Comedy Castle, Ridley sald. He list-
Long Branch Comedy Clubin Oxford ed Leno, Gallagher and Dave
and the Historle Holly Hotel, among ~ Couller, star of ABC's situation com-
others. edy, “Full House.”

But perhaps the best known comes Some eventually wind up on Show-
dy club in the area is Mark Ridley’s time’s Comedy Club Network, a pro-
Comedy Castle, on Woodward-11%  gram that regularly airs between
Mile In Berkley's Northwood Inn, movics on the cable channel.

bag material, they get the same pen-
alty.”

Comedy Sportz is a strange-but-
wonderful twlst in the local world of
joke palaces. But those seeking out a
good, hearty taugh have many other
chaices to conshder,

At Mr. Mike's in Westland, the
team of Ken Massey and Chris Elder
serve up muslcal comedy, with gen-
erous doses of lyrical parody.

One never knows what to expect

there.
On Monday night open mike ses-

slons,..anybpdy who thinks they'se ; Johnny
. funny have.10 minutes to prove it "

Many times the gags are good. Othey
times people gag on the goods,

ar 2ty comed|

OTHERS, LIKE current headliner

BlIl. Maher, crack up people llke
Carson on "“The Tonight

" "“Johnny Carson said It was the

single longest laugh they ever got for
lan ‘on the show,” Rldley

“IT'S POT LUCK,"” Rldley sald of _noted. “They had (o stop the act be-
the sessions where locals sign up, “cause the people couldn’t stop laugh-

then are picked at random to pro-
vide rib-tickling punch lnes. I

“It's quite a compliment when you

talked to customers:onc night, and bring the house down on the Tonight
out of 16 only two or threc enjoyed Show.” -

it. .

!“But on other nights, they liked
every act: They cither laugh out of
sympathy, or because they're really
.funny,” said Rldley, with a small Comedy Club are rejuvenating ama-

chuckle,

Ridley's Comedy Casile fsn't the
only place trying the open mlke for-
mat some nights.

Both Chaplins and Long Branch

tour nights this menth.

Spots to
get your
yuk yuks

If you love to laugh but don't knaw
where to go to get a belly full, take a
look at the following list of the
area's abundance of clubs, Then get
up and take off.

Comedy club performers are gen-
erally a mixed bag of the great and
the gratlng, so, — belore sticking
your hand In — a telephone call
ahead of time might be a good idea.
That's if you want to know If getting
off the living room couch Is worth it.

Headliners and others completing
bills at most of the clubs change
nearly every week.

® Alexander the Great, 34733
Warren, Westland; mostly stand-up
comics, 326-5410.

‘People like a good laugh; it’'s a good
form of entertainment. Besides,
they’re (comedy clubs) a good
alternative for people who can’t

dance.’

Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle

® Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 E.
Larned; mostly stand-up comics.
961-2581.

® Chaplin's, 34244 Groesbeck
Road in Fraser; mostly stand-up
comics, 792-1902.

® Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle,
2593 Woodward, north of 11 Mile;
stand-up comics, open mike Monday
nights; 542-8500.

... ® Comedy Sportz at the Heidel-
)\berg. 215 N. Maln, Ann Arbor. im-

— Mark Ridley

Oxford's Long Branch club is hold-
ing a six-week contest for comedic
neophytes, with survivors grabhlng
trips to Florlda, sald general mana-
ger Cal Quindt.

THOUGH MOST CLUBS feature
stand-ups, local’ laugh-seckers have
somc other options, notably Comedy
Sportz and Westland's Mr, Mike's.

Comedy Sportz”leams such as
East Side Endorphans and Ann Ar-
ber Halfwits race through a spate of
comle games < such as Slo-Mo ren-
ditlons of underwater basket weav-
ing er javelln catching.

“It's llke the events of a track
meet,” Barr explained. “An audience
member judges each round, and
there are two players off-stage who
are announcing play-by-play.”

Barr sald some comles suffer “in-

Supper club serves up jazzy tunes

Clarence Baker leans forward In
‘his seat along the sidelines In his
:Pontiac supper club, Uptown
Baker's, “There's not.a bad seat in
.the house,” he says matter of factly.

Within the soft gray post modern
interlor of the building, Baker con-
*tinues Lo run the sort of buslness that
* made him something akin to a metre
,area institution.

. His club on Detrolt's west slde, the
venerable Baker's Keyboard Lounge,

g 23 e

Sandra Feva of Datrolt io the foatured fomsle
nger at Bakers Uptown. Sho walls gutay ron-

was Inherited from hls (ather. Even
though the 53-year-old club has been
sold at least twlce, It always comes
back to Baker's stewardshlp.

Baker, tired from a bout with a
winter cold, again is toying with the
idca of maybe selling the old place
again. Remalning vague, he says he
might be tempted into selling If the
rlght person with the, right idea
showed up.

He's been commuting between his

ditions of Tina Turner and Aretha Frankiin hit

Southfield home, the Detrolt place
and the Pontiac supper club since
the new business opened its doors [n
July, The new club draws an Oak-
land County patronage, cspecially
from the Birmingham-West Bloom-
ficld area.

“I'm not happy unless it's just
right. I have to see it myself to be-
lieve it,” he safd. “I'm just one of
those guys that has to do it that way.
1 spend 2% hours each day In my car

S
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songs while Collaboration provides the ascom-
panying jozz muslc.

going between the two places.”

That attitude permeated the
project that reclaimed an 1865 build-
ing In the heart of Pontlac. “I don't
know why I'm here,” Baker said. “1
have the other place. Jim Fitzpa-
trick, of the Plke Street Company
and the Phoenix Development Corp.
came Lo me with an fdea and at first
1 had no Interest in it. Then I got a
little excited about it.

“1 got exclted about it and went to
Earl Klugh and he got excited.” He
and Klugh, one of Detroit’s best
known jazzmen are partners in the
Pontlac elub. Klugh's touring band
doubles as the house band, Collabo-
ratlon with Sandra Feva on vocals,

Unlike the traditional §azz show-
cased at the old club, the new loca-
tion fealures the muslc in its young
upstart form, fuslon,

1t's a project to which Baker evi.
dently gave painstaking attention.
The Birmingham design {irm of Pet-
erhansrea was hired to renovate the
interior of the bullding which is on
the Natlonal Register of Historle
Places,

They left patches of the bullding's
original plaster to mingle with the
new gray wall covering and the
gunmetal gray banquettes with their
black accents, “When I first saw the
design 1 got mad,” Baker sald. “I
said ‘people will think we ran out of
money.” We did run out of money,
The bar was supposed to have been
done in marble.”

Baker laid out the house, insisting
on clevated secting so patrons are
assured of a good loak at the bands,
Even the bar, set llke a gemstone in
the middle of the room, offers good
seating for performances. In the
mid-nafternoon stillness, the whole
room remuains focuzed on the empty
stoge. Dull, late autumn sunlight
somchow mannges to highlight the

games, $95-8888.

® Dulfy's, 8835 Cooley Lake
Road, Unlon Lake: mostly stand-up
comics, 363-9469.

juries” durlng Comedy Sportz com-
petlt:oni One player lelt because of
Slip-lock.”

“Everything they create is right
off the top of thelr heads,” he said.
“We lock for people who are able to
think on thelr feet and to act.”

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION is
also a key at Mr. Mike's in Westland,
performer Ken Masey sald.

“We do an oldies medley and
change the words to make them
comleal,” explained Masey. “The au-
dience gets Involved, and the act
kind of feeds on that as well.”

No matter the format, comedy
clubs are here to stay, according to

Ridley.

“People llke a good laugh; it's a
good form of entertalnment,” Rldley
sald, “Bdsides, they're a good alter-
native for people who can't dance.”

patina of its wood floor. Off to the
tight slde of the stage, carefully cov.
ered, stands the club's $26,000 Steln-
way concert grand plano.

Tucked In a corner near the kitch-
en on the opposite slde of the room
stand the control booth for the club’s
$100,000 sound, light and video sys-
tem designed by Ann Arbor Audlo,
“They're the best,” Baker sald,

Bul after 40 years In the business,
Baker knows it takes more than a
well appointed room to succeed.

“You have to know Lhe capacity of
your business. How much you can
take In; how much to charge. You
have to know what the market Is.
You have to know how to buy right,
You have to know when to hire a
band, You have to know when to turn
your back on them."

Operating a jazz club under the
economic rules of the '80s requires a
new attitude, “There was a time

. when I could hire any jazz artist in

the world one night after another,”
Baker sald. “I can't do that any-
more.” RS
He charges o $4 cover on ladles'
night, Thursday and a $§ fee og
woekends. “A cover charge Yu uxm«L
i .

@ Iistorlc Holly Hotel, 110 Battle
Alley, Holly; mostly stand-up com-
ics, open mike starting this month,
634-5208.

# Komedy Korner, Riverside at
Quelette, Windsor; 1-519-252-6848.

@ Long Branch Comedy Ciub, 595
N. Lapeer, Oxford; stand-up comics,
open-mlke competition starting this
month; 628-6500.

o Mainstreet Comedy Showcase,
314 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor; stand-up
comics, 996-9080.

® Mr. Mlke's, 35323 Ford, West-
land; Ken Massey and Chris Elder
perform jokes and, musical comedy
songs on weekends, 722-8882,

sual here but dlnner doesn't begln to
cover the cost of the band.”

Blg names require club owners to
dole out hig bucks. “The blgger the
name, the more advertising you have
to do,” he said. Advertising In the
major metropolitan newspapers can
run $1,200 — more for a big name.
For a ume Baker sent out
newsletters to more than 5,000 pa-
trons. "That cost me $1,200 to put
out. I didn't see where I was getting
It back.”

The nuts and bolts of the operation
requires more money than it once
did. A 19-day electrical blil for
Baker's Uptown recently ran over

2,000,
1t old time big names have grown
too cxpensive, It's become just as
difficult to latch on to bright new
talent. “Where are they coming
from? There aren't any clubs for
them to go play in,” Baker sald.

ere's a new generation of jarz
performers weaned on record €on-
tracts and accustomed to playing the
big halls and renovated theaters. A
more intimate club could go broke
woolng the likes of young jaxs trum-
peter Wynton Marsalls.
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