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Getiing scrious about noighborhood basketball is Dennls Janner of the Plymouth Rocks, shown stealing a rebound froin the Northville Bandlts,

By Mary Rodrique
stolf writer

To some it's a game. To others, an
obsesslon,
Whether they fancy

spring and the Clase B winner head-
«od to an [nner city

teams to participate In the state

WHILE THE MEN are mixing it
up on the court, there I3 no women's

BIll Latmbeer (A team material) or
Just an average Joe participating in
a male rite of winter (B team stuff),
they flock to school. gyms eve
week ta ply thelr talents on the
courts.

From Livonia to Rochester, recre-
ational basketball leagues are revy.
ing up for a new season.

“Most of them are basketball
Junkies, cspeclally the really good
players,” sald Tom Willctte, acsist-
ant director of the Plyinouth Parks
and Recreatlon department.

Willette, 30 and & foot 1, played on
a B league tenm at Plymouth’s Cen-
tral Middle School last year and is
ready to do It again. It's a division he
classltles as more recreational, less
cutthroat than Class A. Players are
generally older and shorter, ho says.

A lot of the'guys In the A league
played high school basketball —
quite o few even played in the
smaller collegex. They might be 6
foot 7 or 8 foot 8, Unless we shoot 80
percent of the time, we can't com-
pete.”

Seven teams In cach division play
cach other twice, «ith the Class A
winner going to a state tournament
spongored by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreatlon in

e in
Plymouth, or much women's basket-
ball to be found anywhere else.

“We tried to offer a women's
Teague four or five years ago,” Wil-
Tette sald. “There just wasn't enough
Interest.”

Queries to other eity sports pro
grams produced much the same re-
sponse, A couple noted Lkt women
are more apt to choose volleybail as
a recreational pastime,

Wiltelte says of his teams, three
are really, really good.

“Most of these guys play basket-
ball in the school gym on Sundays;
they work out during the week. You
Just can't play once a week, Weusea
regulation size court. You have to be
In good shape to play.”

In Plymouth, the scason conslsts
of a 14-game schedule,

Teams pay a $350 feo for the sca-
son. 1f 1t sounds cxpenslve, Willette
puts it in perspective.

“Figure 10 guys on a team, that's
$35 aplece. Divide that into 14
games and it costs about $3 a week
to do something you Mke,"

MANY TEAMS get lounges or
other busincsses to sponsor them, Of-
ten, city recreation departments foot
an odditlonal $76 fee for thelr top

p — though team mem-

asketball jocks flock to wi

vary, when girls basketball season is
over In the schools, Because boys

bers pay for hotels and transp
tlon to the tournament, which is usu-
ally in Flint.

High schoo!l and college ball are
usually assoclated with gyms ripe
with spectators and cheerleaders on
the sidelines, Scratch that here,

“Toward the end of the season,
you do get somo (spectators) — may-
be girlfriends or parents,” Willette
sald. “No cheerleaders, though.”
Livonla Parks and Recreation has
four divislons — mens A and B with
cight teams each, a boys Class
with 12 teams (18 and under) and a
girls Class D —~ elght tcams (18 and
under).

“The glrls league is very competie
tive, sald Gary Gray, adminlstra-
tive assistant. “It's like the minor
leagues. These players will be on
next year’s varsity teams In thelr
schools.” |

The dlvision s unique in that the
teams are composed of actual school
teams Including Divine Child, Mer-
¢y, Ladywood, Churchill, Franklin,
Stevenson and Novl, Non-Livonia
teams pay higher partleipatory fees,

“They come {n as schoo) teams, no
outsiders,” Gray sald, “The program
Ls growing bigger and more competi-
tive. It's like playlng in a winter
league. They're preparing for next
scason.'

ALL LIVONIA tcams atart in Jan-

runs y in
schools and playing In both leagues
Is prohlblted, the city's boys league
is more recreational.

Like Wlllette In Plymouth, Gray
trled to run a womens basketball
league In Livonia the past few years,
tono avall.

“Alter collcge, girls don’t seem to
want to play basketball unymore.”

David Boyer, Southfleld parks and
recreation  dlrector, encountered
miuch the same situation there.

“We just never had suecess (with
womens teams). There 1s a north-
west league for women comprised of

players from several clties. They get
together in Pontiac, Last year thoy
had four teams, and this year they're
hoping fer slx.”

why are men drawn to the
sport?

“It's recreatlonal. Most are ex.
school players,” Boyer sald. “I think
they just like to get out and enjoy the
sport. It's something to earry over
after softball season ends.”

Southffeld bas three men's divi-
sions playing on different weck

-3

ta.
“They're really cvenly balanced.
There's no A, B or C ranking,” Boyer

said.
The city champ goes to the state

nter courts

tournament and the runner up to the
inter-clty tournament, usually host-
ed by one of the participating area
recreatlon departments.

Rochester Parks and Reereatlon
has a Tuesday and Thursday night
mens league. Those with an occa-
sional urge to shoot a few hoops can
pay $1 on Wednesday night and par-
ticipate in open gym basketball until
10 p.m. Rochester also has a youth
league on Saturdays for grade-school
and junfor-high-age boys and girls.
‘There's nothing for high xchool kids

there,

Cheek with your community rec-
reation department to sce what's
avallable, .

Leagues arefilling up fast

Unless you're already registered
In a recreational basketball league,
chances are slim of finding a place
at this lato date.

But many communlties offer open
gym, For a minimal charge, players
get together for a plekup game of

on a
wecknight.

And a few places can still squeeze *
In players for regular luxuoipluy.

The Livonia YMCA, on Stark Road
north of the Jeifries Freeway, has
openings for a second scason mens |
ieague. And you don't hava to be a

Livonla resident. Call Greg Ambrose
at 261-2161.

Tom Willette runs the program
for Plymouth/Canton. Residents of
that school distriet should eall him
at 485-6620 for mames and phone
numbers of team coaches. That goes
the samo for Gary Gray, who oper-
ates the Livonla Parks and Recre-
atfon basketball league. Call him at
261-2260 for phone numbers of
coaches.

Some communitles don't provide
basketball through their parks and
recreation department. They Include
Redford Township and West Bloom-

field Townshlp, :
,Others, like Farmington Hills,

Troy and Birmingham are filled for
the season.

Blrmingham offers an open gym
program Tuesday and Thursday
evenings from 7:30-9:30 at West
Maplo Middla School. Beginning Jan.
186, thero will be a Saturday morning
open gym at Derby ‘Middle School.,
Call 642-4010 for more information,

Registration is still open for a
men's over 30 basketball league:
which bey Thursday, Jan. 7, In-

Garden City, Call 261-3491,




