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Kiddie tax cheats famil

OK, SO NOW they‘ve really gone
and done It. You know, our esteemed
leaders in Lansing.

In ol of their collective wixdom,
they have enncted a law that only
the likes of Ebeneezer Scrooge could
possibly approve.

In one of their more silent
moments, the state Leglslature
sneaked through a law that forces
children maklng more than $1 a year
to pay sta'e taxes. Qur boy governor,
Jim Blanchard, recently signed thly
“tough” legistation inte law.

Now Il sure bet vour state
lawmaker didn't use his/her frank-
ing privileges to brag ahout this in.
genlus little gem.

You may very well be in the dark
on this baby. So let me explain.

Your little Johnny or Mary now
must sock away a portlon of their
fortune from baby-sitting, delfvering

. papers or washing cars to pay off
anle Jim and his cronies in Lans-

THE PREMISE is almost too ri-
dlculous to imagine, But our state
leaders have gone one step beyond In
creating a magle kingdom of thelr
own, So Imagine we must.

The best part for Mom and Dad, of
course, Is now they have to flll out
another tax form —~ their kid's

The sorry part Is that the majority
of parents in this state want to teach
thelr klds honesty — to obey the law
and to pay taxes. But let's face it,
this absurd provision of the tax law

is golng to make criminals of us all.

Stop and tlink about how much
money your chlld made thls year
mowing lawns or baby sltting. Think
about whether they have any of it
lelt to pay taxes,

That's right, the same folks who
brought you the Zilwaukee Bridge
(the bridge that nobody reaily necds)
have figured out a way to dig down
deep in your pocket and steal some
$40 millton for who-knows-what kind
of government boondoggle.

You can bet your bottom dollar, if
you've got one left, that the kids of
Michigan don't have $40 million.
‘Thelr moncy goes for the little ex-
tras we want our kids Lo eajoy, or for
room and board at college.

IN REALITY, siate officlals have
figured out another way to get you to
pay more taxes, Unless, of course,
you want to steal the money from
your kid's candy jar,

But apparently.lhat's what state
treasurer Bob Bowman would have

y

you do. No wonder the guy was re
luctant to run for Congress. Nobody
would ever vote for somebody who
takes money from Kids,

The state has introduced an entire
segment uf society into the under-
ground economy. It has created a
tax system that ls impossible to re-
apect or to enforce,

Imagine state troopers raiding the
local play yard to round up & bunch
of kids for tax evasion. “You have
the right to remain silent.”

Imagine the judge who would have
the gall to say, “You have been
charged with cvading taxes In the
amount of $3.50. How do you plead?”

Tmagine the jaller yelling “OK,
you punks quit ulldng to your Bar.
ble dolls, lights out.”

Imaglue recalling the bums who
thought up this Idlotic provision.

Is has got to be the biggest joke
delivered from the biggest bunch of
Jjokesters In the annals of American
political history.

Let them know how you feel.

Jobs are outpacing work force

THE HOMELESS . . . the hungry
... the milllen Michiganians on
some kind of governmental
asslstance. . . .

; Bad news s news, in this business,
and one of the most breathtaking
.storles of 1987 hardly got covered.

». It was Michigan's record number
, of people with fobs,

At a time when our population s
;. leveling off after a period of shrink-
Tage. the number of jobs grows
..healthily, While our 1987 average
level of 8.1 “percent -jobless still

doesn’t look exclting, you have to
. keep h: mind that the number of jobs

_,l‘s growing far faster than the work

orce.

IT'S HARD TO dig out the slory
" from the statistics issued by
Mlchlgnn Employmcnl Sccurity
' Co

I've Iooked at MESC reports from
-dlrector Richard Simmons Jr. {or
. same yearr mow, and my streng im-

@' Tim .

Z¥- Richard

presslon is that his office paints as
negative a picture as possible,

Here, rearranged In a more posi-
tive llxm are MESC's year-end fig-
ures combined with the U.S, Census
Bureau’s year-end repart:

@ A record 4,158,000 of us are at
work, compared to 3,616,000 In the
recession year of 1962. That's a 15-
pereent increase In employment. It
means 542,000 more jobs.

# In Lhe same five-year span, un-
employment dropped from 661,000
to 366,000 — a decrease of 295,000.

Compare these two bottom Hnes:
542,000 more at work, 295,000 fewer

out of work. It means more people
are coming seeking jobs and gemrlg
them.

OUR POPULATION, meanwhile,
has been virtuatly stagnant. It was
9,262,000 In the recession year of
1980, then down to 9,139,000 a year
ago and an even 9,200,000 for '87.

Here's a sentence buried In the
MESC report: “Total employment
statewlde rose by 151,000 during the
year, a 3.8.percent lncrem ”

Compare that to the population in-
crease of 61,000, Michigan employ-
ers are hiring at 2% times the rate
that our population Is Increasing.

Recall the nuclear family of
“Leave It to Beaver” days — dad
worked, mom kept house, Beaver
and Wally went to school. One job
for four people, right?

Well, today an incredible 49 per-
cent of Michiganlans ave at work.

Natlonwide, accordlag to oue na-
tional report I read'last year, more

than half of all Americans have pay-
ing jobs. It's a proportion unheard of
in the history of the industriallzed

world,

THE INESCAPABLE conclusion:
11 our jobless rate still looks bad, it’s
because 50 many of us are dcmand-
ing — and getting — s0 many jobs.

You all know the reason. Not since
the beglnning of the industrial revo-
lution in leti-8th-century England
}mbv: $0 many women held paying

Whether you want Lo give credit to
Gov. Jim Blanchard (D) or President
Ron Reagan (R) Is your choice. I'm
inclined to credit both

As for the trade unlon glbe about

"McJobs,” conslder the source. The

mere fact that the growth wasn't In

union jobs doesn't disprove anything.

1t's too bad the positive perform-

ance of our private economy in hir-

ing folks gets obicurcd by our con-
on the

rate.
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Readers help
warm cold heart

THERE WERE at Jeast 500 words
in the “Through Blfocals” column as
printed In Dee. 17 editions, and one
o! them was spelled incorrectly, Just
one, mind you, but It resulted in a
delightful letter from sharp-cyed
Marion Kay Overholt, asslstant ¢ity
clerk for the city of Orchard Lake

Village.

She snipped the column, marked
the mistake plalnly and Included it
with her letter. In speaking of a tro-
phy display on the shelf that goes
over a fireplace, I had spelled this
platform mantle; it should have been
mantel,

“I hope that you will excuse and
understand my compulsive edlting,"
she wrote. “I do this all the time, ac-
cording to my complainiag co-work-
ers and children. My compulsion for
eorreeting  spelling  stems  from

terms of service as a high school
English teacher and other assorted
Jobs as an editor and reporter.,”

My answer to that, dear lady, Is
that I wish the world had more llke

you,

IN APPRECIATION of Mrs,
Overholt’s background, 1 am sure
she knows that the workplace often
Is the scene of Interruptions and dis-
tractlons, be It classroom, newspa-
per office or even the scat of govern-
ment. Actually, I do my writing at
home, but obviously not always with
total concentration.

Had I been that mentally discip-
lined, I would not have spelled man-
tel mantle, as in Mickey Charles
Mantle, born In 1931 at Spavlnaw,
Okla., and later an me

through
bifocals

talnty (no, that should be certainty}
and commit {requent typos.”

Desplte the fact that she identlfies
hersclf as “a contemporary of
yours," she polltely avoided aceusing
me of senllity. I read her letter three
times to make sure.

This business about compulsion
struck a tender vein because, with
my treasured Mother Goose in the
lead, I often am the targel of barbs
because of my dedlcation for keep-
ing floorsol living rooms, hotels,
saloons et al.free of specks and
scraps,

ONCE UPON a time when our
children were but goslings, I tock
them on a tour of a residence in
Washington, D.C., in which we ali
share ownership, knownasThe White

Hbuse, Velvet ropes kept us from
steallng trinkets, although I sorcly
wanted to strnizhlcn some of the pic-
tures on the walls. But it was in the
state dinlng room that I truly was
aghast, Good God, the candles were
erooked! (I won't tell you who was
president),

Letters from people such as Mrs.
Overholt are a delight to those who
wrlte more for entertainment and to

run itter In the lineup of the New
York Yankees, a baseball enterprise
of some note,

Perhaps this is an admission that
know more about baseball than I do
about fireplace structure, So be jt.
By dint of serious research, specifl-
cally by knowing where to ook in a
dictionary. I also have learned that
mantle [s more than a man's name.

THE NEXT time I feel compelied
to use it will he In my description of
the skinlike organ of a mollusk that
is responsible for the secretion of the
shell and often serves largely for
respiration. Had it not been for the
“yoice of Orchard Lake,” this gem
would have escaped me.

1 decline to comment on how far
honesty will carry this lady in gov-
ernmental circles, although it is an

share i than to tell you
how to vote. Whether they speak
well or {1l of the writer isn't the key
issue, What's truly important — and
the basts of all newspaper clrcula-
tlon — Is whether the carrier put
your paper Inslde the storm door.

LETTERS OF late from Alfreda
Page of Soulhfield, Jessie Hudson in
Plymouth, Ed Schwartz of Blrming-
ham, golfer Ben Hogan down at Fort
Worth, Marie Farrell-Donaldson at
the City-County Building, Bea Laible
— daughter of my late, lamented
friend Bill Hartmann, former Livo-
nia Bentley High School teacher Enll
McQuuten of Sun City West, Ariz,

Sales of Farmington Hills,
Frank J. Fisher, whose horse was
such a hero In the Bloom{ield Open
Hunt horse show, Cynthia Holt

almost ly pral
trait. Nonethel&. she did confide,
“I. too, suifer spasmodic attacks of
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and lapses of uncer-

Russell Kirk at Mecos-

u anﬂ even former Plymouth mny nr
Pugh wife

Paulo Brazll, all have scrv:d lo

warm this cold heart.
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