Bulbs will brighten wi

. Forcing, or [ you prefer, persuad-
Ing bulbs is un inleresting project for
this time of year, providing you
saved a few from the fall purchase
and kept them In a cool place. The
blooms will perhaps “hurry" spring
a bit indoors,

:Most bulbs that are hardy out-
doors are sultable for forcing. They
can.be forced either In a good pott-
g medlum, vermleulite, or In water
gmd, pebbles. Marbles can also be
ued [n the water to hold the bulbs.
Equal parts peat moss, loamy soil
$d’sand Is & good medium mixture.
=iy pots, plastic, meta) or ceram-
fc containers can be as long as
C'lrwy are three to flve inches deep

and have holes in the botlom for
drajnage. Special strawberry pots
are allractive for forcing crocus,
and there Is even a special cgg-cup
shaped glass for forcing hyacinths,
When using a potting medium, put
it In the container at a level so that
about one-third of the top of each
bulb will be abave the top of the pot.
Set the bulbs aboul one tn iwo inches
apart, filling fn around the bulbs
with the medium and gently firming
it around them. Four or five large
bulbs in a six-inch pot make a {ine
display. The strawberry pot should
have a bulb planted In cach side
pocket and several placed in the top,
After the bulbs are potted, water

Violinist to play
Scottish program

: Pontlac  Tuesday
Musicale wlll meet at 1
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12 at
Central United Method-
ist Church, Highland
Road, Pontlac.

. The program, “The
Many Moods of Scot-
Jond Through Songs,
Stories and Fiddle Mu-
sle,” features Scotland
born violinist Arlene
Leitch, who has played
ih symphony orchestras,
country and folk groups
th Scotland the Far [.
East, Australla and the
United States.

1 One of her Interests Is
Shetland [iddle music
swhich she will demon-

strate.

+ Lelteh resides In Ann
Arbor where she is pur-
suing a graduate degree
in music at Unlversity
of Michigan.
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the Elderly
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thoroughly from the boltem by
standing the contalner in a pan of
water. After the soll has scttled, it
should be covering the lower one.
third of each bulb. The soil should be
kept moist at all times, but not sog-

Now the container should be
placed in a cold dark arca (not freez-
ing) for about two weeks so the roots
can develop. I have placed crocus in
a plastic bag In the refrigerator with
good results.

‘THIS STEP can be omilted for pa-
per-white narclssus, although they
do like a cool 50-60 degree F* in the
beginning. In fact, all bulbs do best
In these temperatures.

When the roots are well estabilsh-
ed — test the development by gently
trying to lurn the bulb — and growth
is'showlng an inch or two at the tip,
move the contalner. to a location
with strong dayllght, but little or no
direct sun.

nter days

The walter culture procedure Is an
alternatlve method of forcing par-
cissus. A low, wide contalner three
to five inches deep is ldeal. For obvi-
ous reasons there should be no holes
In the bottom. Clay, glass or ceramlc
bowls work equally well. Small
clean pebbles, gravel or marbles can
be used to hold the bulbs.

Fill the container about half to
three-feurths {ull of pebbles. Place
the bulbs gently on this layer so that
they are almost touching. Heap
more pebbles around the bulbs (o
help anchor them. The lower half
should be under the pebbles. Three
bulbs in a four-nch container, or
five In a six-Inch one makes an at-
tractive showlng.

The next step is to gently pour wa.
ter in at the side of the contalner,
belng especially caretul to keep the
water level at the base of the bulbs.
Water should be watched so that the
level is always maintalned.
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When growing a hyacinth, Lthe wa-
ter should just touch the base of the
bulb and be kept at that level. A
piece of charcoal |n the water helps
keep the water swéet.

IT 1S RECOMMENDED that the
container be kept In a cool, dark
place for two weeks prior to placing
it In a warm sunny location, but this
step lsn't positively essential. The
roots are delicate and should not be
disturbed — thelr growth can be
tested as described earlier.

Generally, the cooler the room,
the longer it will take for the flowers
tc bloom and the longer the bulbs
will remain in flower, If the room Is
warm, It's good practice to place
them In a cooler room at night.
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Turn the pots every day so that all

sldes of the plant reccive equal sun-
light, Remove the flower stalks after
the flowers fade. The grass-like foll-
age can be enjoyed for several
weeks.

1 have found that daffodlis and pa-
per-whites dry very well and make a
nice additlon to the Inventory of
dried NMowers for decorating pur-

poses,

The plant should be discarded
when the leaves begln turnlng yel-
Tow, as the bulbs can’t be used again
for (hls purpose. If you choose to
save the bulbs, allow them to ripen
naturally and plant outdoors, al-
though It may be several years be-
fore they bloom.
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Fisst there was Dine Knoll, you Jovert it
Now there is Chestnut Ridge. If you missed out
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ences of condominium living with all the
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miles, Trom 12 Ouks Mall the largest sbopying
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tocated 10 major expressways and tecreational
furilities.
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WEST BLOOMFIELD - LUXURY LOWER RANCH CONDO IN
HILLTOP SITE - Throa bedrooms, two baihs, plus lowar fovel
tlled office and two car gorago. All rooms - with « 8 - view, Owner
retlred. $118,900. 553-8700

FARMINGTON HILLS - PLEANTY OF ROOM AND LOTS OF
CHARM In this graclous four bedroom colonlal. Library, family
room, lazge (ormal dining room, beautiful yard. Super family
aron with wolking paths and tennis courts. $179,800. 553-8700

CANTON « BEDFORD VILLA CONDO - Quick access o 1275,
woll malntained camplox, two bedroom carmisge houss, first
floor (sundry, private entry, atiached gorege, Club House with
pool; $59,850. 553-8700

FARMINGTON HILLS - JUST LIKE NEWI Complalaly redeco-
ratod In neulral tonos, Mastar bedroom with bath and walk-In
closet. Great room with fireplaco. Large kitchen, plus formal din-
Ing room, Centeal alr. Full bassment. $148,800 553-8700

NICE FOUR BEDROOM COLONIAL with huge bsautiful kitchen,
natural firaplace and doorwall to deck In family room. Located In
s nower cenlrally located Farmingion Hilis Subdivision.
$199,000. §53-8700

GORGEOUS VIEW FROM TOP OF HILL, over an acre of privacy.
Beautitul In-ground pool with cabana. Contemporary ranch with
Great Room, Florida Room, oversized garage, Frankiin Village
with Blrmingham Schools, $154,900, 642-0703
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