‘Sound sleuths’ make the indoors

By Ponny Wright *
ppoclol writer

He turned on the swilch. Slowly
the armature moved upward. The
electric motor whirred,

{
“Do you ltlke that sound?" asked

Pranab Saha, As the metal bar con-
tinued to rise, he asked, “What do
you think about the sound now? Or
now?”

To a visitor's cars, the whirring
was steady and unchanged. To
Saha's trained cars the founds were
dmcrcnl at each interval,

“WE TESTING this power
window unit for the

“Noise can affect the quality of
the environment. It can be disrup-
tive and a stress producer. Under ex-
lrcmﬁ conditions it con preduce

thn noted the bad effect nolse In
he

Saha sald.

“Our job is to model the sounds at
all stages of ralsing and lowering the
window, We want to isolate the noise
users flnd objectionable.

“The manufacturer will then rid
the system of noise because an ex-
pensive car Is supposed to have a
quality sound.”

Pranab Saha, P.E., d

has had
on visitng baseball (cnms
“There are wa;

He was pleased by the recognltion
of his work.

“For n long time, acoustics has
been a low priority ltem. 1 belleve
the profession Is startng to get the
attentlon it deserves,” he sald.

Kolano, who frequently warks on
acoustical preblems In bulldings, has
observed that “how a building looks
seems to be the most important con-
cern. The acoustles recelve little at-
;cntlnn untll noise problems sur-
ace,”

THE FIRM rccently was hired by
the City of Rochester Hills to apa-
lyze sound probiems in its council

meeting room.
d-winnl

ys

those nolise problems. Bul I think If
the Twins win agaln, they may not
want to chunge anything,” Saha sald
with a laugh.

THE PM\TNERS use a variety of
analytical toals to probe for clues lo
a nolse’s origins,

the window unil In the Pontiac offic-
es of Kolano and Saha Englneers
Inc., a professlonal enginecring firm
cpcclallzinglln ncousuu. noise and

In fleld of nolse
problems, they carry mlerophones, a
slgnal amplifier and a precision
grade tape recorder.

. Back In the lab, they decipher the

y work Is
done in Troy.
Saha and co-owner Richard Ko-
lanp, P.E, are, in layman's lan-
guage, “sound sleuths.”

“WE CALL acoustics the sclence
of sound. Nolse is unwanted sound.

“By Investigating and understand-
ing how sound propagates from a
particular source, we can design sys-
ters to eliminate nolse,” said Saha,
who helds a docterate in mechanleal
engincering with on acoustics speci-
alty.

gathered on-site, using
{frequency nnalyul’s linked to a com-
puter.“We are able to break up the
sounds we record into very narraw
bands, and can determine the har-
monlc structure of a nolse,” sald
Saha.

RICHARD KOLANO, who holds a.

master's degree In acoustical engl-
neering, received the Young Engi-
neer of the Year Award from the
Oakland Centy Chapter of the Michi-
gan Soclety of Professional Engl-
neers carlier this year.

Anderson is new
chief circuit judge

Robert C. Anderson thls week be-
gan a two-year term as chlef judge
of the 14-member Oakland Clreuit
Court.

As such, Anderson will direct the
adminlstration of the circuit court,
supervising caseload management
and court finances. He also will rep-
resent it in its relations with other
courts, government, the bar and the
public,

Anderson was a district judge in
Waterford Townshlp when he was
clected to the cireuit bench in 1978,
Community activitles include Boy
Scouts, Oakland County Family Ser-
vices and the Parent-Teacher Asso.
ciation.

Ghlef judge pro tempore will be
Steven N. Andrews, a circult judge
since 1976, The Bloomficld HIlls res-
ident was chlef judge in 1978 and a
one-man grand juror in 19789,

‘The county i working on plans for
a new courthouse wing, according to
administrator Joan E. Young. Plans
call for asking the.state for two
more circult judges in 1990 and lwo
meore In 1992 for a total of 18,

The State Court Administrative
Office 1986 report said the Oakland
Circuit bench is the most heavily
worked, per Judge, In the state. Oak-

land's number of new cases that
year was 1,768 per judge, followed
by Kent County's 1,561 per judge.
The state average that year was
1,008 new cases per judge.

Circuit court handles major crimi-
nal cases, major lawsults and “do-
mestle relations” — divorce, child
support and paternity actlons.

Secretarial exam
workshops start

Qakland Community College's
Buslness and Professional Institute
(BPI) is offering

(PSI), which promotes competence
and recognition of sc;lée[hrial work.

classes for students Involved in cer-
tified professional secretary (CPS)
classes.

“Behavorial Sclence in Business™
began Monday, Jan. 4, and continues
through Feb 8.

Following that, also on Mondays,

“Feonomics and Manogement” will
be offered Feb, 32 through April 25.

Classes will be held at St. Joseph
Merey Hnsplwl in Pontlae,

The college’s BPI cooperates with
St. Joseph Hospital and the Profes-
slonal Secretaries International

a biannual, six-part examination
which, if passed, confers the regls-
tered service mark CPS as a rating
of secretarial proflelency.

In addltion to the two examination
parts being offered beginning in Jan-
uary, the examination consists of
testing in buslness law, accounting,
office administration and communi-
cation, and office technology.

Those interested in the classes
may obtain registration Informatlon
by calling OCC at §40-1511.

Juvenile rules studied

The Juvenila Court Committee of
the Oakland County Bar Assoclation
will present a seminar on the new
Mlchlgnn juvenile court rules 1-5
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19, in Fox &
Hounds Restaurant, 1560 N. Wood-
ward, Bloom{leld Hills.

The seminar wil) feature Probate
Judges Denald 8. Owens of Ingham

County and Randall J, Hekman, both
members of the state juvenile court
rules committee; and Willlam P.
Bartlam, Oakland Counly probate
counsel.

Fees are $20 in ndvnncc, and 525
at the door. The Bar Assoclation’s
number Is 338-2100,

Economic unit gets state cash

The Oakland County C: |
Growlh Alllance (CGA) has been
awarded o $144,f 000 mm muwhlnz

higher ed

tles, development firms and local
gavemmenls .
tate Co tor Doy

grant to help
development efforts.
CGAs are publll c-prlvnv.o coalltions

representing business, chambers of

Direc! 8.
zald nearly $4.4 million has

R
been allocated for CGAs across tho
atate during the current fiscal year,

utill-

g faclilty is
highly equipped and has a breathtak-
ing view of the outdoors. But It
turned out (o be a “room of acoustl-
cal horrors” that required an acous.
tcal overhaul Lo be usable.

“The council chamber had severe
echo and sound reverberation prob-
Tems, Speech was virtually uninteili-
glble in the room,” saild Kolano.

At the flrm's recommendations,
the clty Installed acoustlcal wall and
celling panels and renovated the
speaker systems.

“‘Sometimes sound problems are a
matter of layout,” Kolano said. “1
have been Involved in teoubleshoat-
ing nolsc and sound transmisston
problems in condominlums, Some-
times relatively simple changes by
the archltect or builder could have
m;n:e a world of dilference,” Kolano
sald.

NEW BUILDING materfals and
equipment contribute to the in-
creased nolse levels in apartments,
homes and offices.

Sound engineers Pranab Saha {left) and Rick r
Kolano pase in thelr Troy laboratory with a
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three-dimensional display ot the sound field

Yedss ago buildings were cone
structed with heavy masonry mate-
rials that provided natural barrlers
to sound, Kolano sald. “As we have
gone to lighter weight construction
and more

masked by sound-absorlung ceitling
panels.

“In such cases, we can mask
sounds by distributing electronically
gencrated random noise through

systems, noisc transmilts mnre readi-
1y through the structure.”

The trend to open plan offices with
short partitions between work sta-
tions often creates cquipment and
volee noise problems that are not

above the ceiling.” he
sald,

TIE ENGINEERS observed that
mauch of their work 10 years ago was
done because federal regulations had
certain nojse contro! requirements.

P tested at i

ingly louder trequencies.

Now the work is caming from peo-
ple who are atfected by noise prob-
tems,

“We are seeing a lot more noise-
related activity in the courts, partic-
ularly concerning community ndise
and ground vibration problems,”
said Saha.

“Communities are becoming more
conscious about noise in the environ-

ment and realize something can be .

done about it.”

Semi-annual savings on these unbasic basics.

20% Off Jockey For Her*

reg.

©1968 Daylon Hudson

. ORDER BY PHONE §

Is a basic still o basic when it's as much fun os,

well, anything fram Jockey for Her? These ore

100% cottan, in postels ond brights, all made in
.US.A., and they're all at 20% savings.

Left: Racerbock tank top in Magic Rib, sizes

S, M, L; 16007 reg. $8, sule 6.40, Magic Rib
hipster, textured cotton, gizes 5, 6, 7: 1,000;
$5, sale $4.

Right: Tank top in a 2x2 rib knit, sizes
S, M, L; 2200 reg. $7, sale 5,60, French cut

brief, high cut for o flattering fit, sizes 5, 6, 7;
14,000; reg. 5.50, sale 4.40.

PY Y PT

Also, sove 20% on Jockey for Girls: Briefs and .

hipsters in assorted pastel stripes and solids,
sizes 8-14, reg. 2.50, sole $2; ribbed tonk tops
in assorted pastels, sizes 5, M, L, reg. 3.50,

sale 2,80,

Intimate Apparel. Sale ends January 16, 1988.
*Totol units avoiloble at oll Hudson's stores. .
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‘{400 233:2680. USE YOUR HUDSON'S SHOPPING CARD. VISAY MastirCara} The Americin Exdiess* Card of Discover'”Carg
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