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Sioddard sentenced to federal prison

Stanford C. Stoddard (above)
is “a proud, professional per-
son who has had his life torn
apart — that's sufficlent de-
terrence,” said hie attorney,
Samuel Gardner,

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

U.S. District Judge Anna Diggs
Taylor sentenced Stanford C. Stod-
dard to three years [n federal prison
and fined the former Michigan Na-
tional Bank chalrman $5,000 for de-
frauding the bank's Jackson subsidi-

ary.

She released him on a §15,000 per-
sonal bond Frlday, over the objec-
tlons of the U.S. attorney, while Stod-
dard appeals his jury convietlon.

“We will file an appeal today,”"
sald Stoddard's attorney, Samuel
Gardner, Attorneys estimated the
appeals could take six months to a
year,

A former Detrolt judge, Gardner
sald one ground for appeal will be
that a federal court had no jurisdic-
tion because the Jackson bank
wasn't a member of the Federal Re-
serve System, A second wlll be that
Stoddard's defense refuted the feder-
al charge that Stoddard overcharged
Michigan Bank-Mldwest for rent .
a bullding of which he was part
owner.

Stoddard could have received a
five-year term. The 56-ycar-old Blr-
mingham banker was unravallable
for comment after sentenclng while
he was photographed In the US.
maorshal’s office and signed bond pa-
pers.

“THE GOVERNMENT is satls-
fied,” said U.S. attorney James C.
Mitchell after the sentencing,

He told the judge Stoddard was
“gulded and motivated by greed”
and “falled to put his fiduclary duly
to {depositors) above his own gain."
Mitchell asked “substantial incar-
ceratlon” to set an example for
other bankers,

Gardner asked the judge for pro-
batlon and community service, sug-
gesting Stoddard could help the
Michigan Minority Buslness Devel-
opment Councll, But the attorney
sald he was “not surprised” at the
prison sentence.

““He's a proud, professional person
who has had his life torn apart ~
that's sufficient deterrence,”
Gardner sald.

“As far as he is concerned, he has

made full restitution — prior to any
government investigation,” Gardner
said. “Stoddard deeded the property
back to the bank; its value Is $41,500.
He also sent a $25,000 check back
withit."*

THE SEVENTH-FLOOR court-
room in the old Federal Building in
downtown Detroit was packed with
family members, newsmen and the
curfous for the 15-minute appear-

- ance.

Stoddard, tight-lipped, ¢lected not
to make a statement before sentenc-
ing, leaving that to Gardner.

Judge Taylor had a lengthy pre-
lminary report, Including o long
stalement from Gardner on Sted-
dard's clvie carcer, but made no pre-
liminary comments as she an-
nounced a three-year sentence. The
place where it wil) be served has not
been determined,

Sentenclng came more than four
months after a federal jury returned
its verdlet after a slx-day trial and

frauding the Michlgan Bank-Mld-
west  subsldlary In Jackson of
$175,000 by leasing the company
property he partially owned at an
exorbitant prlee.

IT WAS TllL second blow to his
long and colorful carcer as a maver-
Ick among Michigan bankers. On
Sept. 22, a federal administratlve
law judge, Thomas Jones, fined Stod-
dord $146,000 and banned him {rom
banking in a case brought by the U.S.
Comptroller of the Currency.

The comptroller charged Stoddard
misuscd the bank’s funds and person-
nel for eight years, Jones estimated
the value of personal services Stod-
dard recelved from MNC as “'possi-
by well In excess of $282,000." That
hearing covered several weeks In the
Ann Arbor federal bulldlng.

In the court case before Judge
Taylor, Stoddard was accused of
asking a {rlend, Southficld attorney
Raymond Zwelg, to buy a Jacksen
building in Zwelg's name for $41,500
and arranging to lease it back to
Bank-Midwest for 10 years

five daysof
The single charge was that Stod-
dard misapplled bank funds by de-

at $27,000 a year for use as a branch
office.

The government said $11,500 was
the falr market price for the lease.

Government  prosecutors  said
Zwelg bought the building In 1981
and transferred the property to Stod-
dard 14 months later for the same
$41,500.

STODDARD SON of Michigan
Natlonal founder Howard Stoddard,
became the company's chlel execu.
tive offleer in 1972,

MNC directors forced hls resigna-
tion n 1884 amld nllegntlum he
misused bank money. He later
agreed lo a seltlement in which he
repald the company at least
$280,000,

Michigan Natlonal Is the state's
fifth-largest bank holding company,
with about ss b!lllon in lasscl.s. Acon-

tradition by kecping Slkurdny hours,
advocating credlt card use, and seck.
ing to set up a statewlde bank.

The last goal was realized two
years ago when the state adopted a
statewlde banking law. Michigan
Natlonal, under Stoddard's succes.
sor, beeame the first bank to obtain
a statewlde charter,

Noted rock photographer drowns in Mexico

By Carol Azizian
staff writer

Noted rock photographer Ross
Marino was so devoted to his work
that he hadn't taken a vacation in
three ycars.

Marino, 28, of Troy died last
Wednesday, while vacationing in
Cancun, Mexico.

Funeral services were held today
at St. Hugo of the Hills Church,
Bloomfield Hills, Interment was in
White Chapel Cemetery. Troy.

Marino is survived by his parents,
Eugene and Mary of Bloomlield
Township; an elder brother, Witliam,
of Auburn Hills; and a younger
brother, Edwin, of Bloomlfield Town-
ship.
According to his brother, William,
Marlno was swimming off a Cancun
beach In the late afternoon when he
was apparently swept out to sea by
an undertow In the Gulf of Mexico
and drowned.

“We got a call around 7:30 pm.
Wednesday that they had found the
body (after a hellcopter search),”
Witllam said.

A family frlend, Mary Newville of
Troy, sald Marino's mother had been

“praylng they would ﬂmi him slmng
on a rock somewhere.”

“Ross always got into llttle
scrapes and managed to come out on
top,” Newville sald. “He Injured
himself on a motorblke when he was
about 12 and a couple of years ago,
he was [n car accldent, His car was
totaled but he came out with barely
ascratch.”

MARINO WAS among an clite
group of photographers who made a
living taking pictures of rock-and.
roll entertainers.

He operated a stock photo agency
with 50,000 plctures of more than
400 performers. Nearly 300 of them
were published monthly.

His work has appeared in People,
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Playboy, Rolling Stone, Creem,
Circus, Hit Parader, Time, USA To-
day and Blllboard, and scveral for-
elgn publications.

MARINO’S TALENT carned him
the respect of his colleagues and the
stars he photographed.

“Ross had such vitality. As good 2
photographer as he was, he stil! had
50 much promise,” said Julie
Greenwalt of Bloomficld Hills, De-
troit bureau chief for Pcople maga-
zlne.

“He was noted for his concert ple-
tures and he had a rare ability to
capture the spirit of music In photos.
He put hls subjects at ease.

“The magazine will miss him, but
the people who worked with him will
miss him even more.”

One of Marino's photos of Prince
graced the cover of People maga-
zine. He shot it while huddled in the
Joe Louls Arena penally box (100

fcet from the stage) with two dozen
of his colleagues.

He worked closely with locally-
based stars such as Bob Seger and

Ted Nugent. Nugent plans to dedl-
cate his next album — for which
Marino took the cover pletures — to

the photographer’s memory.

MARINO GREW up in Bloomficld
Township and pursued his two loves
— baseball and photography.

“Ross was always a good kid”
Newville sald, “He never was into
drinking, smoking or dry

He graduated In 1977 from
Brother Rice High School, Bloom-
field Townshlp, where he was chief
photographer for the newspaper and
year!

“He was constantly In the dark.
room, after school and late into the
evening,” said Brother William Do-
gan, who was the teacher/ advisor.

“It was due to Ross that we won a
gold medal for the yearbook. We had
won silver medals in competition up
that point.”

WHILE STUDYING photography
at the Center for Creative Studies
and Oakland University, Marino at.
tended rock concerts and took photos
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h;gm his scat. The experience paid
off.

At a Scger concert In the early
*80s, Marino -pald another concert.
goer $25 for his hat, filled the hat
with photos of the rock star and
threw it onstage. Seger's manage-
ment sent the photos to People mag-
azine, which paid him $100.

is free lance business boomed
over the last several years, thanks to
his determination. He worked 12
hours a day, seven days a week.

“Ross was a workahollc who was
locking forward te a time when his
business dldn't need hls constant at-
tention,” safd Glullo Pallone of Bir-
mingham, Marino's asslstant.

Ironically, Marino’s favarite pic-
tures were those of urban
landscapes, not rock stars,

“Ross and I once made a deal,” re-

called Carlos Diaz, an instructor at
the Center for Creatlve Studles and a
friend. “He kept bugglng me to come
to a concert. So I'sald I'd tnke rock 'n
roll photos for a year if he'd come
out to the streets and shoot urban
landscapes,

“He was always very demanding
on himself — one of the hardest
workers I know and the nicest guy In
the world.”

Contributions may be sent to the
Ross Marino Memorial Fund, in
care of Gary Graff, Detroit Free
Press, 321 West Lafayette, De.
troit 48231, The fund is adminis.
tered by Gary Graff, Free Press
music writer, and Mike Novak,
attorney for Brass Ring Produc-
tions. The Marine family will
name the beneficiary.
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