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Area has a hostile image — NAACP

Continued from Pago 1

What must be determined, Agnew
said, is what environment or situa-
tiun prompted the vandalism, which
I"armington investigators believe In-
volved youths. A question that must

being unreceplive 1o blacks, He, for
one, chose to live in Southfield, Willis
sald, because he knew there he could
be accepted and become a part of
the community.

Yet, Agnew, who moved {o Farm-

ington Hills with his wife and two
young children about a year ago,
said he personally has not encoun-
tered any blgotry or prejudice in the
community. Agnew moved to Farm-
Ington Hills (rom Southficld, where
he lived 10 years,

be answered, Agnew sald, is whether
the vandalisin at the Suecess® home
is an isolated incident or a trend of
racism in the cemmunity,

Willis told the catmmittee that cer-
tain  vommunities, includlng the
Farmington area, are known for

Some committee members ex-
pressed disbelief that in the late
1980s, the Farmingten community Is
unreceptive to minorities.

OTIIERS SUGGESTED various
ways of lackling the apparent atti-
tude problem in the community.

“I think we've got seme work on

“T'd Jike us lo be ready . . . but
I'm not sure we are. I'm not con-

lleve a belief system, a community
would change ovcml(l:;ll;l." Willls

problems?" Dudley asked.

Krohner, a member of the Councl}
rasoctat] of "

said, making the NAA

to help the committee.
Several suggestions were prompt-
ed from the discussion, Dudley sug-
d as.

demning the city. I'm truly net.
Many of our people are very
sheltered people,” Dudley sald.

BUT MEMBER Martin Krohner

of

Farmington Hills, documented the
difficulty In gathering ln{ormnuun:
{rom

the fndlvidual assoclations,:
ly written surveys. The

suggested there’s no time to lose.
C

to do, mem-
ber Joan Dudley sald.
She sald that she'd hate to wel-
come minorltles anly for them to be
“klcked In the face.

must look into
their own hearts and then determine
what can be done on a community-
wide basls.

“J think it would be nalve to be-

Success wants to leave Farmi

Continued from Page 1 married and living in thelr Farming-
ton kot for past two years,
aud brick siding of the house were
spray-painted with offending graffiti
two days before Christmas.

The biracial couple have been

Symbols of the Ku Klux Klan, a
swastika, racial slurs and obscene
words, plus warnings to “get cut,”

Reward

were included In the hale messages
on the Success” home,

Derwln Suceess told committee
members that the raclally motlvated
vandalism was only a part of the
reason’ he's consldering lcaving

Police eye information on vandalism

conviction for felony crimes com-
mitted anywhere in Oakland County.

1t you have information about a
crime, or know the people who com-
mitted the vandallsm on Shtawassee:

@ Cail the local law enforcement
agency in the area where the crime
took place.

® Seleet a number you can glve
the police, which will later identify
vou for a possible reward.

Farmington palice continue to in-
vestigate  the racially motivated
vandalism that occurred at the home
of a biracial vouple two days before
Christmas. They are seeking tips
from the community.

The Oakland County Chamber of
Commerce also runs a Sitent Observ-
er Reward Program for felony
crimes, such as the one that Dianna
and Derwin Success experienced.

“We have paid out over $70,000 to
date and have helped solve approxi-
mately 200 major crimes,” sald
chamber president Earl Kreps, “I
feel we can do even more to fight
crime in our county by increasing
awareness of this program.”

The Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce s a
member of the Oakland County
chamber, although is not directly in.

Obscenitles and racial slurs were
painted on the couple’s Shiawassee
Street house, causing more than $100
in damage, which constitutes a felo-
ny,

The county chamber of commerce
offers a reward of up to $1,000 1o
anyone who provides information to
the police that directiy results in a

# Identify yourself as a Silent 0b-

Farmington. He has declded to join
the ministry,

gested |

sociations to determine (ke raclal
and cthnle mix of neighborhoods and
;uhclher there have been any prob-
ems.

councll ks an umbrella organlzation
representing some 45 of the more*
than 90 subdivisions. '
Dudley suggested attending home-
It to talk "

“Are they ol 1
they are, are they deallng with the

ngton

warming to me."
Gary Goss, deputy director of the

‘The ractally
he and his wife have cncountered,
Success sald, have prompted him to
change hls life. “I just want to glve
my life totally to God.”

ROBERT WILLIS, president of
the southern Oakland County branch
of the Natlonal Asseciallon for the
Advancement of Colored Pecople,
sald he's concerned about the Farm-
Ington area’s image or reputatlon.

“Mr. Success disturbed me some-
what when he sald he was ready to
leave this communlty,” Willis sald.

The incldent durlng the holidays,
Success sald, Is not a one-lime occur-
rence. Often, when he and his wife
have taken walks, they have been
called names.

He told the committce that “it's
always white males” that bother his
family. “It hurts so much, I don't
want to look (to determine the age of
the name-callers).” But, he added,
“the positive is coming oul. When the

Department of Public
Safety and a committee member,
said that Investigators suspect
youths were involved In the Success
vandalism.

“J just can't imagine that anyone
but young punks are involved In
this,” said cammiltee member Helga
Miller. “When I first came to this
country, I had swastikas painted on
my house because I'm German,”

What must be considered, Success
said, s why suddenly raclally and
etholeally motivated Incidents are
“cropping up now.”

Some members sald such incldents
are on the increase worldwide, Oth-
ers said blacks are not the only
groups belng discriminated agalnst,
Jim Agnew, committee president,
however, sald progress simply has
slowed,

“When you plateau on a situation
such as relallons between ethnie
groups, you can't stand still. You el-

server and give the police this num-
ber,

1F A conviction Is obtained as a
direct result of the informatlon, you
will be entitled to a reward, accord-
ing to information from the cham-
ber.

volved In the anonymous tip pro-
gram,

Information about the Dee. 22 in-
cident at the Success' home can be
glven to the Farmington Depart-
ment of Public Safety at 473-7262,
cither dlrectly or through the Sitent
Observer program.

Household debt is on the increase

AP — One of the remarkable
changes in modern lifestyles is the
acceplance of debt, not just for 24
months or 50 as in the old days, but
for lfe,

Houschold debt today is ubiquitous
and without end, joining taxes as an
inescapable and sometimes haunting
presence, and consin.ing hours of ¢f-
fort, often futile, to lessen its im-
print on the budget.

In 1960, a total of $162.2 billion of
residential property loans werc on
the books. Today. there is more than
$2 trillion, or close to 14 times the
carlier amount.

Back in 1960 the notion still pre-
vailed that it was wise 1o pay off the
mortgage as soon as you could and
have nothing more to do with the
bank. To go back for a second mort-

AMERICAN CENTER
CAFETERIA

Enjoy Great Food
At Moderate Prices
Monday-Friday 5-8 p.m.

ROAST TURKEY W/DRESSING
*3.00
ROAST BEEF AU JUS
12,95
BROILED WHITEFISH
13.25

OTHER ITEMS FROM
WHICH TO CHOOSE

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

American
Center Building
; 27777 Franklin Rd. .
i Southtield

. 353-8170

L Enter Under Red Canopy
M

gage was often viewed as a tragic
necessity.

In 1986, the house is a pile of
cquity ta be used at will, sometimes
by the simple process of writing a
check. Enormous mortgages make It
a near certainty that many families
wil} never pay off their loans until

they scll.

Consumer credit in 1960 amounted
1o $65.1 billion, Today it Is more
than $750 billion. Automobiles once
financed In two or three years are
now carried for flve, then the car is
turned tn for a new one and another
five-year loan.
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Schaol of Ballet

Now is the time to make your move...
the choice s clear.

5526 Drake a1 Walnut Lake, West Bloomfiekd

“Exceflence since 194"

“adiscipline unparallefed”
Director: Mary Celeste Geiger

O New beginner classes
Child/Adult

O intermediate
Advanced
Pointe
Variations

O School workshops,
scheduled bi-annual
perfarmances

Winter term classes
now forming.

Registration for all classes
through January 23rd

*Limited number of
male scholarships
available
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+SELF STORING
WITH SCREEN

* TEMPERED GLASS

« FACTORY
INSTALLATION
AVAILABLE

* COLORS - ALUMINUM,

WHITE AND BRONZE

ALUMINUM FINISH
5 and 6 Foot Unlits

WINTERIZE

g@ Install The

Doorwall Storm System.
N T

$ 00 ‘CONDO ASSOCIATION
248 PLUS INSTALLATION DISCOUNT

. . ALL MANUFACTURER FOR SATE )
PATIO DOOR SALES, i\c.
T

538-6288 % 538-6212 ]

NOW!

“Pé}l;)fect Mate”
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ther canllm_m to progress or you go

community rallied behind me, It's  backward.”

owner

about raclal issues and the cultural
committee, Most associations have
annual meetings early in the new.

year, N

“I‘m talking about personal con-*
tact,” Dudley sald. “I don't want to+
rely on them {written surveys). You
get too many unknowns."

BUT SOME members questioned
whether residents would provide the
committee with honest answers. |

“Do you really, think people will
speak their minds?" member Helga
Miller asked. “People aren't going to”
blow thelr cover.” .

Dudley responded: "Helga, T think
you're giving too much credit to the
real haters."”

But Agnew sald; “We might come*
with our bag of goodles. And they'll
say we don't have any problems.”

CONTACTING THE Farmington®
Public Schools was also suggested as
a means of prompting cultural and -
racial awareness, But Dudley sald.
first a program must be prepared
before approaching the board of edu-
cation, :

The schools, another NAACP rep-;
resentative sald, are a good indlca-+
tion of what the racial and ethnic at+,
titudes are. H

“If it’s [n the kids you know, It's’
automatically In the adults. That's:

where they are getting It from." :

a,

A new baby is a happy event that everyone in
the family wants to share. At Huron Valley
Hospital we like that special feeling. Here, new
moms help plan their own birthing experience
— traditional or a more intimate natural birth
shared with the family. Every mom enjoys a
special room Wwhere the whole family can share
the joy. Our Couplet Care keeps mom and
baby together, except when mom needs spe-
cial rest or baby needs special care. Our Pri
mary Care Nurses and House Physicians in
nbstetrics/gynecology and pediatrics are here
24 hoursa day —-always available when mom’s

. own physician is not in the hospital, Specialists
in neonatology and perinatology are available
for consultation around the clock.

If you are planning a f2mily, phone for our
Matemity Booklet, and details about Family
Life Education classes, For help finding an
obstetrician or pediatrician, ask for our referral
service, Call (313) 360-3450.
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