How new

By Tim Richard
staff writer

The new package of state driver
fees will add $8 mlllion to $14 mil-
llen to the Oakland County Road
Commisslon’s construction pot.

And John Grubba, managing di-
rector of the OCRC, has his eyes on
two more targets:

® “We're very hopeful a question
will be on the ballot either in August
or November” for counly road funds.

® A bill allowing “developer lm.
pact fees,” though deleated last year
in the Legislature, “is golng lo come
In Michigan,” he sald, vowing to
keep on trying.

OVER ALL, Grubba marked the
Michigan Legislature’s report card
“B" for the December package of
faws that wil) raise $109 million in
new road revenue statewide.

“The reason It wouldn't rate an A
is that they should have gone for a
statewlde fuel tax lncrcasc." he said.

To put It in perspective:

® Grubba surveyed Tocal officials
two years ago and found ‘they estl-
mated road needs for economic de-
velopment at $74 million a year be-
yond existing revenues. Thus, the $8
million to $14 million in the new bills
will ralse only 11-19 percent of Lhat.

® James Pilz, director of the
state Department of Transpartation,
puts state road needs in the billions,

John Grubba
state earns 'B'

but his boss, Gov. James J, Blanc-
hard, wouldn't consent to a fuel tax
increase.

ONE NEW law gives counties the
optlon of asking voters to approve
vehicle registration fees of up to $25.

A majority of the 27.member
county board would have to approve
a ballet proposal. The three appoint-
ed members of the Road Commis-
slon lack that power.

“Take a $20 fee, because that's an

casy number to work with," sald
Grubba, “and multiply it by 780,000
vohlcles in Oakland County. That's
$15 mllllon.”

1t approved, it would glve the
Road Commission a total of $23 mil-
1lon to $29 milllon in new revenue.

Commisslener John J. McDonald,
R.Farmington, who chairs the coun-
ly Board of Commissloners' trans-
portation committee, wants to get Lo
work on what the new laws mean.
No have been

“We're golng to go back and press
for that,” sald Grubba. It took six
tries in South Carolina and many
(tmes In Florida before It passed.

“Rep. (Maxlne) Berman (D-South-
field) did a good job of putting to-
gether a group of developers and
legislators to back it, but it ran into
a misunderstanding among real es-
tate brokers,

“Bul we're going to continue lo

ress for (hls because developers

et,

4 “J've asked Joe Mullen (leglslative
agent) to put together a package that
T can took at,” McDonald sald,

But whatever the county board
docs, McDonald anticipates some op-
position, somewhere.

McDonald's panel 'has no meetings
scheduled yet.

THE HOUSE of Representatives
shot down, by a 2-1 margin, a bill to
allow county and city developer Im-
pact fees,

As used in other states, these fees
would be levied on commerclal and
industrial developers whase projects
have a great impact en traffic. They
would pay for road widenings, turn
lanes, freeway ramps, traffle signals
and the like.

ave an to for im-
provements for the traffic they gen-
eralte, This is going Lo come In Michi-
gan."'

THERE WAS something special
about the $109 milllon package of
driver fees enacted by the Leglsla-
ture, he said.

“In our view, the most Important
element was Lhe cconomic develop-
ment fund — to cope with rapld eco-
nomic development. For the first
time, the Leglslature recognized the
unique problems of economic devel-
opment,” he sald. “That blll went
lhrmlgh with the largest majority.”

The economic fund pumps rela-
tively more money into Wayne, Oak-
land, Genesee and Kent countles
than the existing motor vehlcle fund,

How fees hit drivers

‘The package of driver fees, enact-
ed by the state Legislature in De-
cember and signed by Gov. Blanc-
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@ $12 million from increases in
motor carrler license fees from out-
of-state trucks (SB 154) and redistri-
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In Oakland's case, he sald, the ex-
Isting formula would yicld just $3.7
million a year, a fraction of the $8
million to $14 million that wiil start
coming when the new fees take ef-

tute feeos affect Qzakiland roads

feet April 1,

“It will bring no real major |m
in 1988, but s

Ampmvumcm.s
said.

in 1989, Grubba

Oakland called
traffic pioneer

Natlonal guldelines for late-night
flashing signals at Interscetlons are
belng changed as the result of a safe-
ty practlce pioneered by the Oakland
County Road Commission.

“We're proud that our efforts in
the ficld of highway safety will have
an impact nationwlde,” sajd Fred D.
Houghten, OCRC chairman,

“Lives will be saved and Injuries
prevented not only on Oakland Coun-
ty roads, but also on roads through-
out the nation,” he sald.

‘The Federal Highway Administra-
tlon (FHWA) has commitied 1o
revise the matlonal Traffic Control
Devices Handbook to use the flash-
Ing slgnal criteria developed by the
Oakland Coumty Read Commission,
according to Davld Moreno, FHWA
safely and traliic operations engi-
neer.

NO LONGER wlll the handbook
recommend late-night fMashing sig-
nal operatlons If volumes of oppos-
Ing traffic at an are less

signals at 60 such intersections.

Fatal accldents were reduced
from one per year 10 zero, and per
sonal injury accidents were reduces
from 31 10 two per year.

The success attracted attention of
ITE Journal, national maguzine of
the Institute of Transportation Eng-
neers, which published a case study
artlcle by the Oakland Road Com-
mission’s planning coardinat
James Barbaresso, and transpor
tion systems planner Mathew J. €
berty.

HOUGHTEN was re-clected
chairman of the Board of Ouklant
County Road Commissioners for
1988.

Richard V. Vogt and Lawrence B
Littman round out the three-membicr
board.

Houghten, an 11-ycar member of
the road commisslon, currently 1s
seeving his second six-year term by
appolntment of the county Board «f
.

than 4:1.

In a memo, the director of FHWA
traffic operatiens In Washington,
D.C., credited success achieved when
the Oakland County Read Commis-
sion cllminated late-night flashing
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Houghten, 67, of Rochester Hlls

was elected to the county bourd
from 1969-76 and was its chairmun
in 1975. He Is retired from Commu
nity National Bank of Pontiac (now
First of Amerlca),
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