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VLOR T views.
But eonsider i aromie
Fhe vandals who spray-painted ob-

seemties amd vactl slurs on o the
Shrawissee Road home of a biracal couple two
davs belere Christmas sutfaced within three
months ot the INELON P Org, ing a cul-
tural awareness group to stem dis nination

and prejudi

Bugotry 1sn't campant in the Farmington area.
Bt it exists. The vamibals who peppered the
Twnie ot Dranna and Derwin Su th hate

apes ke Capper,” "RKK™ and swastikas
underseored that.

Brecause the nedent was the first blatantly
Paeist el IN VOGS, SOme ] sider it isolat-
wd. even thoigh puhlu on ment.

But don't be feoled. The Sue who have
Lived on Shiawassee Tor 1wo . have had to
endure name-ealling. Ant-Semitism is alive in
some parts ol oue comsmunity. And Chaldeans,
Arabs and Asians bave shawddered their share of
lhnue taunts.

1S disgracefu] that our communnity, in which
e than B languasges are spoken in the public
schools. has te lal) victim to ethnic hatred —
brazen or sublle.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR Gary Goss of the
Farmingtan Department of Public Safety said,
there’s “more than reasonable suspicion to be-
lieve vouths were invoived” in the racially
s at 1he Successes,
ned to auract few supporters,
put it. “The community
tied beland e, il was rewarding for n
teel that it was just ane or Lwo people. Tdont fu.'l
1It's the entire connity.”

What sonld pos: someone to comemit such
madielousness? ap thrills? A drunken stupor?
A twisted ming

Were the vanda
aets establishing G
tending status?

As Derwin $

seeking adventure? Were the
ommon purpoese while ex-

A RECENT REPORT on race relations says it

“Detroit and the suburbs can no longer sur-
as separate societies, practicing a peculiar-
J¥ American brand of apartheid.

“The social evils created by racism wilt spread
out of contro! so long as the disease is allowed to
exist.”

That was the conclusion of the Detroit Strate-
gic Planning Project.

And indeed, racism, like a cancerous growth,
hurts and even kills — both people and cities.

1t affects us In our pocketbooks, in the work
place and in our hearts,

And because the Detroit metropolitan area 1s
onc of the most segregated in America, we all
stand to suffer.

As we prepare to hon-
or the Rev, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. on Mon-
day, we must realize
that with eight out of
nine blacks living in the *
inner city and eight out
of nine whites living in
the suburbs, inlegration
as & path to raclal har-
mony has failed in our
communitles,

The awareness of our
race problem will be
heightened next week as
schools and some com-
munity leaders plan
Martin Luther King Day observances,

It took too long, but some suburban schools are
finally taking concrete steps to recognize the im-

benign neglect,

There are obvlous signs that Klng 's dream has
not been fulfilled: & cross-burning in Redford
Township, racial epithets painted on stores and
homes in Southfield and Farmington, charges of
raclal slurs that turned into a nasty confronta-
tlon at a Cranbrook Kingswood-ﬂurper Woods
basketball game.

As distasteful ag these lncldem.s are, the more
subtle examples of raclsm could be an even
greater threat to the dream. If mostly white
schools ignore or downgrade King’s birthday, it's
not hard for students to get the simple black-
_and-white message: racial harmony deserves no
" more than lip service, if that.

HOPEFULLY, white America will be more
consclous of what the Rev. King stood for — the
worth of each human belng, freedom for all, and

it’s pivotal
We all must show openness

it’s &isgracelul that our community
. « « has to fall victim to ethnic
hatred -- brazen or sublle.

portance of the day, Others are stlll practicing .

Bigotry has lessened since the civil rights
breakthr a generation ago. But as Cuitural
Awareness Committee chalrman Jim Agnew
asked, “Have we plalcaued and are we now going
backward?"”

Clearly, minoritics remain a ready target
of superiority strike.
uccess, who is white, said she “wasn’t
seious of the hate” She thought “we were
prast that point.”

Obviously, we're nf,

THE SUCC . who work (ogether in
teaching inner. Idren to develop self-ese
teem and self-image, .I[!I’tL‘ lhe vandals probably
were “kids calling for

A Cultural Awarenes! Dw would help. But it's
not the sole answer ‘lo ch.mglm, long-harbored
attitudes,

Whatever the community reaction, the schools
must play a key role. Kids have to be reached
during their formative years to counteract any
prejudices they might pick up at home or with
friends.

Stitl fledgling, the Cullural Awareness Com-
mittee already faces a stunning challenge. Says
Agnew: "This was our whole emphasis, to try lo
provide an atmosplicre so something like that
would not happen.™

Unmistakably, the community must rededi-
cate itself lo turning the bricks hurled through
the Success’ garage windows into building blocks
tor ethnic harmony.

We've got Lo do a better job in showing the
world our community is nol rooted in ethnic hos.
tilities.

Race relations
King’s words can’t be ignored

the ability to live by the spirit and the letter of
the U.S. Constitution,

Hopelully, all schools will have a visible and
active program next Monday to highlight the
contributions of Rev. King and his role in the
civil rights movement.

While some progress in race relations in the
two decades since King's death can be noted,
certainly plenty of room for improvement re-
mains.

Federal and state open housing laws exist that
prohibit discrimination — but our communlues
are virtually segregated by race.

Detroit bashing Is a popular sport at suburban
social or political gatherings.

Rev. King's words themselves are a beacon to
help guide us to a better neighborhood, region
and society.

“The raclal Issue that we confront in America
isnot a ional but a " Ki:
sald, “Injustice anywhere Is a threat to justice
everywhere. Therefore, no American can afford
to be apathetic about the problem of racial jus-
tice.”

But after the Rev, King ceremonies and
speechés are concluded, we can take action to
mz:lm sure that his goals and dreams are carried
out.

© Schools must be more active in designing
curriculums to correct ractal myths and stereo-

types.

» Individuals and groups must speak out and
react quickly to events or proposed programs on
the local, state or national levels that affect race
relntloru.

® A regl should be
by communlly leaders that would report on the
annual state of race relations,

® The real estate Industry should be moni-
tored more closely so agents and salespersons
compply with the state and federal open housing

nws,

® A study of the effect of corporate decislons
on race relations and economics should be made
- such as moving plants from the city or nearby
suburbs to more distant locations.

® Insurance red-lning practices should be
stamped out.

® On an individual basis, we can stop quletly
accepting the telling of racial jokes in social or
Job situations, We can tell the story teller we
resent that type of joke,

Some solutions are complex, others are simple,
but one truth rings clear: the solutions exist to
solve the social lls that crlpplo the communitles
in which we Ilve. .

Yes, Mayor Marks
served the Hilis well

-HE CALLED it “probably the
most extraordinary and fulfllling
year of my life.””

S0 said councilman Ben Marks be-
fore turaing over Farmington Hills'
mayoral gavel to Jody Soronen at
shu city’s employee recognition night

an. 4.

But that upbeat response from a
man who helped nurture Farmington
Townshlp intoc Farmington Hills
should surprise no anc.

As councllwoman and former
mayor Jan Dolan put it: “Ben has
had at Jeast as much fun, If not more
{un, than any mayor we've had.

“He was ot every !

waste disposal In the face of ever-
inereasing landfill costs, lowered the
operating tax rate by 1 mill and
hosted an “ice breaker” between the
city council and the school board.
‘The council also committed itself
to fighting !un.her encroachment of
into resi-

every ribbon-cutting, every dedica-
tion, every open house that he was
invited w — and probably some that
he wasn't.!

‘Well, not quite, He did miss four of
the 50 events he was invited to dur-
Ing the year.

dential areas, something we'll moni-
tor closely this year under Mayor
$Sorenen.

A SPIRITED ambassador for the
clty, Marks never lost his cool nor
his sense ‘of humor as mayor. He was

d

But by any stick,
Marks earned the plaque he received
from Soronen on behalf of the city. It
cited his “dedication, ludunhlp and
devotion to duty.”

Under Marlu‘ :(ewanishlp. the
city paved 11 miles of roads and five
miles of sidewalks, began developing
Heritage Park, (lnlslwd developing *
Ploncer Park, joined a six-city cone
sortlum to examine options for solld

And he got
along with all of his fellow councll
members, no matter what their po-
litical leanings.

‘That helped ease pent-up tensions

- during some particularly friction-

ridden counci) debates. .
Marks presided over some oppres-
sively long council meetings, But he
let audience members make thelr
polnt. He never cut off anyone witha

{resh thought.

To his crcdiz. he didn't m!emm
personal attacks between councll
members,

Marks erred in sometimes lelllng
council debate drone on when all sa.
lient polnts had been made and it
was time to vote and move along.

He also dide’t come out against
city-rclated telephone calls between
council members as strongly as 1
would have llked,

To protect the Open Meetings Act,
the mayor should speak out against
any council member who conducts
city business anywhere but at a
properly announced public meeting.

OVERALL, EVEN a staff publl-
clst couldn’t have provided better
PR for the city than Marks, “I've
made an awful lot of new friends,”
he sald, “I've been to every corner of
this city and have loved every
moment of it.”

As Mayor Soronen moves into the
hot seat, she'd do well to make visits
“to every corner” In pursuit of en-
couraging and fostering “new deas
that will improve the quality of Jife
In Farmington Hills.”

Ordinary folks like to know thelr
mayor isn’t an lvory-tower type, but
Instead a grass-roots type who's tru-
ly people oriented.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and inclide the address and telephone num-
ber of the writer. None can be returned. Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficienl reason. Letters should be limited to 300 words In most cases. -We
reserve the right to edit them, Send letters to Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

Open parks
to pet dogs

To the editor:
1 was appalled bg the article -

stream? or carved Its initlals in a
tree trunk? or spray painted obscenl-
tles on a plcnic table?

Where do I take my dog on blister-
Ing summer days where he can take
a dip in the stream? Anlmals suffer
from heat exhaustion and exposure
just like us. Not everyone can afford
air

“Hills par
In the Dec. 24 issue of the Observer,
Specifleally, the “no animals” clause
is an outrage!

1 am a dog owner, and that dog
happens to be of the Jarger, outdoor
type, requiring plenty of outdoor ex-

ercise and recreation. Due to nelgh-
bortiood association restrictions, my
pet Is not allowed to wander the sub-
dlvision freely; nor s he allowed to
“dirty" or damnge anyone's property
without my being held responsible,

These requests are very reason-
able because everyone has a right to

preserve tholr personal property. I
huve no difficulties In uphelding
these regulations,

In order to expand my dog’s play
area heyond his own property lines, I
needed to find some public property
somewhere nearby.

Just what is it ﬂm these anlmals
are doing that are so detrimental to*
the park grounds or to other patrons
that they are being chastlsed? I the
“dirt” piles arc an issue, I plek up
after my dog if he chooses a spot not,
in tha woods, What about the people’
patrons? Who lecu up their non-

burger mnulnuu, lhlm.lnllm cans,
and plastic picnic utensils? -

And a word about destruction.
When way the last time an animal
chopped down a tree? or polluted a

Stove Barnaby managing edilor

Pet owners have trusted their ani-
mals with their homes, personal pos-
scsslons, and even their. chlldmn. and
you don't trust them with publie
property that exists for the pleasure
of thelr owners and !s paid for by
their owners’ tax dollars! Maybe
some of us enjoy our park visits
more when accompanied by our
four-legged friends Instead of our
two-legged ones.

Susan J, Halght
Farmington Hilis

Rally against
bodily abuse

To the editor;

There is a very big soclal problem
In our soclety, It's physical abuse.

I'm willing to bare a portlon of my
body to you so you can seo just what
it is the physical af t.

I have no ugly black scars or
marks on my skin. Victims do. The

vietims range from children to teen-

ago girls to women to all types of
people.

- ‘The time has come for our society
to make phyaical abuse a mnnl Is-

8,
My akin Is not made of » canvas
material, Nor are the skins of chil-

— Obseruer & ﬁccentrlc Newspapers

dren and women.
1f my appearance offends you, I'm
sorry. I hope physical abuse offends
“you more,
We are not human punching bags.
Vernon C, Kielpinski
Farmington Hills

Help retain
Free Press

To the edltor:

We have lived in Farmington just
one year, and a consistent and pleas-
ant companlon throughout that time
has been our Observer. We came
from tho Blg City, and I have been
delighted to read, literally, what s
happening down the street.

1 was also pleased to find an edito-
rial pollcy usually in tune with my
own feelings, rather than the De-
troit-bashing 1 half expected and had
seen in other suburban papers, The
Observer, like any good paper, has
worked u- way into my llfe,

But it could never replace my

Press, and that Is why I am
writing. 1 sce no reason to believe
that Knight-Rldder ls blu!llng about
shutting the Free Press down if the
Jolnt Operating Agreement ia reject-
ed. But I, and I'm sure many, many
Observer subscribers, would find the
loss of the Free Press. devastating. *

Pleass write to your representa-
tive and Attorney General Meese to
zce if there 13 any way to malvage the
JOA. We are fortunate that our rep-

resentative iz well-connected In the
‘White House. Perhaps ho can help.

‘Mary Power
Farmington

Suburban Communications Corp,
Rich Porlberg assistant managing aditor Phllip P:
Dick Iaham gencral managor p Power chairman of the board

Richard Agini; I
Richard Brady diroclor of advertising s ginian presidont
Frad Wright duaclor ol clrculation . -
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