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Foster familles are needed for a new program gram's goal is to offer safe and nurturing
that will offer homes to teen moms under age homes to teens who would otherwise have
16 and their bablos. Sponsored by the Salnt nowhere to turn.

Vincent and Sarah Fisher Center, the pro-

Foster care
Homes needed for teen program

By Robecca Hoynos
stolf writer

ANTED; AREA FAMI.
LIES to participate in
a foster care program

favolving unwed teen
mothers under age 18 and Lhclr in-
ants,

This new program Mlng devel-
oped by the Saint Vincent and Sar-
ah Fisher Center in Farmington
Hills will attempt to offer a cating,
stable environment for these teens
who often fall between the cracks,
ending up on the street or back in
an unloving home from which they
orlglnally ran.

“We really felt there was a gap
In care, 50 we approached the state
to see if we could get funding for a
foster care program,” sald Wendy
Lane, licensing worker and train-
Ing specialist at the center, “Our
residential program (for pregnant
teens and teen mothers) starts at
age 18, and there really isn’t much
offcred for younger teens.”

Marillac Hall, part of the cen.
ter's complex, offers housing for
pregnant teens unable to remaln ot
home, This program accepls all
ages but stipulates that the oldest
resldent can be no more than 10
years older than the youngest.
Loulse Hall is a resldence for teen
moms 16 and older.

“WE'RE LOOKING for [foster
homes in nordiwest Oakland Coun.
ty because of its preximity to Pon-
tiac,” Lane sald, adding the Pontl-
ac schools are one of the few dls-
tricts that offer day care to allow
the moms to continue their educa-

‘With an unstable home environment
and the expense involved in day care,
often these girls are forced to drop out
of school to care for their child.’

— Wendy Lane

Saint Vincent and Sarah Fishe - Center

tion. “With an unstable home cnvi-
ronment and the expense involved
in day care, often these girls are
{orced to drop out of school to care
{or thelr child.”

Frequently these teen mothers
are forced to glve up custody of
their child, and if they can find a
hoine in which to live it isn't al-
ways a healthy one.

Barbara Tochet, program direc-
tor for the center's foater care pro-
grams, sald a girl under 16 i3 atilla
child herself,

“She stlll needs nurturing and
mothering and gencrally lsn't
ready for Independent living,” she
::;Id. “It’s really bables having ba-

es.

“With this new program we can
provide a service 20 the baby can
grow up in as healthy and positive
of an environment as possible,” she
said. “The foster parents can be
there to nurture the young mother
and teacher her how o be a mother
herself, We don’t want our foster
parents to tnko over care of the
baby. We want them to function
more In grandparent roles.”

PROSPECTIVE FOSTER par-
ents may attend an orientation pro-
gram at the Salnt Vincent and Sar-
ah Flsher Center tonight 6:30-9.
The slx.week training course be-
gins Jan, 21,

“Foster parents for this program
wiil have to fall under the same
rules and regulations that any
other foster parents would have to
meet,” Lane said, “Basically we'll
do assessments of tha family mem-
bers and home environment, and
wo'll look at the lamlly 's motives
for belng foster parents.”

Aside from looklng for interested
couples in the Birmingham, Bloom-
tield, West Bloomfleld areas, the
program organizers would prefer
homes with few children 50 the fos-
ter parents have enough time to de-
vote to the foster child,

“These teens have lots of Reeds

and will need lots of attentlon,” To-
chet sald, “Prospective foster par-
ents nced to\be empathetic and

o
People with ‘grown children,
who've already ral teens, would
be good candidates,
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Plungers place is
the stock m‘sarket'

By E.Dale Loo
speclol writor

There are no laggards in Blrming-
ham’s Plungers Investment Club,
whose steady portfolio growth and
zeal for annual-report research and
analysis impressed Better lnvesting
magazine enough to warrant place-
ment on its {nvestment club ail-star
team.

The Royal Oak- bnsed natlonal

has named 15 |
clubs across the US. to its team, The
all stars serve as how-lo models for
other investment clubs, according to
Dan Danko, cditor of the Investment
trade journal.

Grant Ruttinger, the magazine re-
porter who proflled the top 15 an-
star clubs, sald the Plungers Club
was plcked because of a well-put-to-
gether “fun-and-learn qulz" and bes
cause It r thor-

Is the key to

oughly before investing [n them.

‘The five-year-old, all.woman club,
which has 16 members from Blr-
mingham, Bloomfleld Hills and
Franklin, invests $20 per member
per month in one to 15 stocks. Meet-
ings are held on the first Tuesday of
every month at members’ homes,

THIS YEAR, the club portfollo’s
worth has ranged from $29,000 to
$34.600, and lcading investments are
in Amertcan Famlly, Amcrican
Howme Products, Wal-Mart, Russell
Corp. and ServlceMaster stocks, said
Leona Gates, treasurer of the club.

“We don't buy on tips — we get
ahcad by Investigating and study-
ing," said Gates. "By doing that you
don't get rich quick. We hope to dou-

for the [ Club,

Seated from left to right are: Donna Dennis, Mary Ellen John-
son, Eva Mitri, Joyce Manby and Mary Jane Snow. Standing are
Sally Janke (left) and Leona Gates.

ble our money In five years, . . and
belleve In investing for the long
term.”

The club conslsts of Amerlcan As-
sociation of Universlty Women
members, all of whom are college

-graduates,

“Five years ago, the AAUW want-
ed women to have a working knowl-
edge of business, money and how to
manage It,” Gates sald. “Six other
<lubs like ours formed in the city at
the same time, We've stuck with It,
and we've done well.

“I felt T could benefit from this
club by learning about the stock

market, I figure if you really want to
learn about stock, you have to invest
in it. It makes it more real.”

ONE REASON for the Plungers
Club's success 1s ts purchasing pru-
dence, In addition to extensive re-
search on a potential investment, the
club’s members refuse to buy on
margln.

‘This means the club can only lose
the amount of moncy Invested be-
ca::c it has not bought the stock on
credit.
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*Salo ands January 24
or whils quantities last,
Selections vary by store,

Entire stock of Isotoner’gloves
Thay fit tho ways gloves should. This perfect §it
lsatgner® glove by Aris®tomes in basic, warmdined end
leather styles. Lodies Gloves.* Reg. $19-439, 13.30.27.30.

ISUTUNER"’FOR HER"
25% OFF

Entire stock of Isotoner’ slippers
There's no better way (o pamper your feet than with

the soathing comfort o! Isotaner™ slippers by Aris.® And
now every pair is 25% off. 3500 in Casual Foonwear.*
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