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GiMPs cars, not

A couple of years ago, the guy sut-
next to me in 2 midtown Man.
watering hole, on discovering
rite about the auto industry

1md asked, “Do you think GM

ould have been mindless
cept that the questioner
iorial writer for the Los
Tunes. He seemed blissfully
R vl the economie implica-
«f Ws queshen. including the

GM to rent the back room of the
Walder! Asteria to lay those fears to
rest.

Which was how I found myself
back in New York in an intlmate
gathering of 14.000 invitees to hear
an fmpromptu state of GM address
called on the eve of the annual auto
show season. The purpose ostensibly
was to improve GM's image with the
cold shower approach — a direct
presentation of the positive things
GM has i with $45 bil-

that GM. through its
Hnghes Arreraft, was the biggest
©in California,
anien took place.
ation some sub-
\ Liging the questioner
« five-post drop in market
hen Fard passed up GM in
bly, sud we had the shine
< anties of Ross Perot.

MAYBE T was about time for

lion in frant money.

This was the home team here. But
1 couldn’t help picturing GM chair-
man Roger Smith coming up Park
Avenue on a horse. lance slightly
askew, into the flailing arms of the
New York press corps.

EVEN BEFORE the show began,
the Wall Street Journal had com-
pared the event to Gary Hart at-

people, shouid do the talking

g‘ \ auto talk

Dan

AT

McCosh

auto show circuit beginning In De-
trojt next week that were supposed
to deflne the Image lts cars were to
praject. .

But top brass, after reviewing the
show display cars, thought they
ought to be together In a show alt
thelr own. It was to be both a future-

Chairman Roger Smith left more
than o few mouths hanging open
when he answered the first question
from the audience aboul why GM
doesn't sell a Jow-cost family car by
saylng GM's answer was a “two.
year-old Bulck." Affordability ap.
parently hasn't come aleng with

tempting ta explain his fondness for
boat rides.

It was a cheap shot, but pretty
much in line with the rapping GM
has been taking in recent years,
GM's image Is 2 mixture of fact and
fiction, like any auto company’s.

The buslness press of late has
managed to portray some basic busi.
ness moves as having sinister over-
tones — partleularly the huge In-
vestment GM has made to modern-
Ize its plants. New buildings end up
characterized as bullding overcapa-

city, while tearlng down old ones is
harped on as evidence GM is galng
broke.

ON THE other hand, the decline in
GM's market share is unprecedent-
ed. It didn't help that GM's biggest
new-car taunch Ln 20 yoars was over-
shadowed by the stock market crash,

Instders at GM say the Waldorf
event, despite its size, was a last-
minute declslon that canceled a lot
of Christmas vacatlon time. Origi-
nally each division had been plan-
ning a series of concept cars for the

looking r-de-fi anda
relaunching of the ‘88 model year
productlon cars.

EVEN SURROUNDED by milling
walters, the cars were an impressive
show. Most were running, not just
styllng exercises, and Bulck, Chevro.
let and Cadillac had cars on display
close to what will be in the
showroooms in the mld-1980s,

But cars don't speak for them-
selves, or at least, it's not the nature
of public relations to let them. Nel-
ther, Jt seems, can they put thelr foot
in thelr mouths without some help.

FURTHER ATTEMPTS at ex-
plalning the intricacles of GM’s new
cost base, organization plan and im-
age-building goals were pretty much
sldetracked after that one, at least
during the formal presentation. The
cars held the promlse, not the

‘speeches.

1 seem to remember someone in
the auto business once saylng, “Nev-
er complain, never explain.”

Dan McCosh is the automotive
editor of Popular Science.
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% CHRISTIAN BUSINESSMEN
Friday, Jan. 15 ~ Full Gospel
ness Men's Christian Fellowship
ts 1n Farmington  [nformation
ialey Mareatette, $64-7291.

 SMALL BUSINESS
* Sawrday, Jan. 16 - Free small
~husiness management workshop be-
ains at 10 am. in Troy. Information:
20. Sponser  Smail Business
ement Sehools.

- Man

"9 BUSINESS GOALS

turday, Jan. 16 — “From En-
peur 10 Business Person” of.
ed 10 1 m. to noon in Troy. Fee:
). Infurmaticn 649-8646. Sponsor:
Start . Business Store

9 NEW BUSINESS
‘WORKSHOP

14~ “Start Your
vorkshop offered 7-9

2 REAL ESTATE EXECS

Monday, Jan, 1§ — Doug Ross, di-
i r af the Michigun Department
tierce, will address the Mich.
n Association of Corporate Real
e Executives at 1130 am. at

field Charley's. 19701 W, §2
Information: Paula Cometieo,
3T

Mile

O LEGAL ASSISTANT

Monday, Jan. 14 — Legat assistant
uploma program offered in Roches-
nformation’ Nadine Jakobowk-
1. 370-3120. Sponsar: Qakland Uni-
LSty

3 O B ki s 1965

N SUILDING
N ) COMPANY

: ngéi
X ‘ Q\@S' No
: % W delays!
? R Few questions!
N If you can put 25%
' down 0n a house, we'll
give you 3 mortgage” Fast.
Just call,
589-3890

MORT GAGEg

AT THE SEARS FINANCIAL
NETWORK CENTER
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ITHE BOTTOM LINE ON...
TAX-DEFERRED
ANNUITIES
Tox-Defarred Annuitias are

a timely investment to
consider. Why? Annuitiea
con provide safoty, stability
and shelter from current
incomo taxos. Recent
volatliity In tho markot has
made insurance company

uarantees of principal and
ntoraat vary appealing. And
tha fact that Income taxos
on earnings can be deferred
makan the annuity attrac-
tivo for the post tax raform
invostor,

For morae Intormatlon on

3
i
N
!
:

© FINANCIAL PLANNING

Mondays, beglnnlng Jan, 18—
Personal financlal planning certifl
cate program offered at Adams High
School, Adams and Tienken roads,
Rochester Hills. Information: Na.
dine Jakobowksi, 370-3120. Sponsor:
Oakland University,

© GROWING NEW BUSINESS
Tuesday, Jan. 19 — “From En-
trepreneur 1o Business  Person™
workshop offered 7-9 p.m. at 2080 W.
Big Beaver, Troy. Fee: $30. Informa-
: 6498646 Sponsor- Start A Busie
ness Stere.

© APPRAISERS TO MEET
Tuesday, Jan. 19 — American So-
ciety of App: rieets at & p.am.
in Southfield ormazion: Rathy
Southern, §2:

1

® UTILITY OPERATIONS

Tuesday, Jan. 19 — Chairman of
Consumers Power speaks at Engi-
neering Society of Detroit’s con-
struction luncheon in Detroit. Infor-
mation: 832-5400.

©® RETIREE INVESTING
Tuesday, Jan. 19 — Determining
financial status and choosing appro-
priate pension and profit-sharing
plans will be examined 7-9 p.m. tn
Rochester. Fee: $5. Information:

370-3120. Sponsor: Qakland Univer-
sity,

© LOTUS 1-2-3

Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jag. 19
28 — Using Lotus 1:2.3 wlll be
taught 6:30-9:30 p.m. in Rochester,
Also will be taught 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Feb. 2 and 4. Fee: $150. Information:
370-3120. Sponsor: Oakland Univer-
sity.

@ START A BUSINESS

Tuesdays, Jan. 19 through Feb, 23
— “How to Start a Successful Small
Bustness” offered 7.10 p.m, In Troy.,
Fee: $300. Informatlon: 542-4220.
Sponsor: Small Business Manage-
ment Schools.

® MANAGING FOR PROFIT

Tuesdays, Jan, 13 through Feb, 23
~ "Managing for Profit" offered 7.
10 p.m. {r Troy. Fee: $350. Informa-
tlon: 542-4220. Sponsor: Small Busi-
ness Management Schools.

® DP MANAGEMENT R

Wednesday, Jan, 20 — Data Pro-
cessing  Management  Association
meets in Southfield. Information:
§35-4400.

® HOME-BASED BUSINESS
Wednesday, Jan. 20 — “Home
Based Buslness” workshop offered

Maybe we

detalls.

CONFUSED BY THE NEW TAX LAW?
ca

n help. Our firm is offering, free of
charge to Interested groups, a presentation
deslgned to answer commonly asked questions
regarding tax reform, as well as strategles to help
save on taxes. Please write us so that we may
contact your group or organization regarding

H. JAMES ZACK, CPA’s, P.C.
399 Franklin Center
29100 Northwestern Highway
Southfield, Michigan 48034

ATTN: MJH

] :

SEMI-ANNUAL CLEARANCE SALE

We are delighted to antiounce
our Semi-Annual Clearance Sale,

Hourw:
Mon,, Tues., Wed.
urs.

You wiil find inviting reductions throughout the store
on our collections of:
Palo for Men,
Ralph Lauren for Women,
Ralph Lauren Children's Wear,
Accessories and Footwear.

ThaPolo‘R’ Ralph Lauren Shop

at. 10:00 #.m.-6:00 p.m.;
Y

Birmingham
(313) 647.POLO

FAX IT!
- IN STOCK -

1900

MACHINE Plus
1 CASE OF PAPER

10 a.m. to noon at 2080 W. Big Bea.
ver, Troy. Fee: $25. Information:
649-8646. Sponsor: Start A Business
Stare.

@ RETIREMENT PLANNING

Wednesday, Jan. 20 — “Retire.
ment Planning tn a New Tax World"
beglns at 7:15 p.m. in Farmington
Hills. Free. Information: Kristine
Cannarile, 358-5000. Sponsor: Shear.
son Lehman Brathers,

® INSURANCE WOMEN

Wednesday, Jan. 20 — Insurance
Women of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb
meets In Southfield. Information:
Virginia Baldwln, 398-7100.

® RECORDS MANAGERS
Wednesday, Jan. 20 — Assoclation
of Record Managers and Admilnls-
trators meets fn Birmingham. Infor-
matlon: Sharon Rose, 486-2275.

® LIFE UNDERWRITERS
Wednesday, Jan, 20 — Greater
Detrolt  Association of Life Un-
derwriters meets in Southfield. In.
formatlon: Nancy Slmon, 353-7444.

® INVESTING WHILE RETIRED
Wedaesday, Jan, 20 to Feb. 10 —
“Investing In a Decade of Change"
will be offered 7-9 p.m. in Rochester.
Fee: $20. Information: 370-3120,
Spansor: Oakland University.

® PURCHASING
MANAGEMENT

Thursday, Jan, 21 — Purchasing
Management Assoclation of Detroit
meets in Farmington Hills. Informa-
slon: 3635200,

@ IMPROVED PRODUCTIVITY
Thursday, Jan, 21 — Free seminar
on improving productivity and prof-
its using the Ask Manman computer
system at 8:30 a.m. at the Somerset
Inn In Troy. Informatlon: Cindy
Krzyzanowskl, 3498-9200 Ext. 2530,
Sponsors: Ask Computer Systems,
Peat Marwick Maln & Co., Seidman
& Scldman/BDO, Hewlett-Packard.

® BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Thursday, Jan, 21 — “How to
Choose the Ilight Opportunity”
workshop offerea 7+9 p.m. at 2030 W,
Big Beaver, Troy. Fee: $25. Informa-
tlon: 649-8646. Sponsor: Start A Busi-
ness Store.

® MORTGAGE WOMEN

Thursday, Jan. 21 — Associatlon
of Professlonal Mortgage Women
meet in Birmingham. Information:
Polly Lawshe, 668-9359.

® WOMEN'S BUSINESS
OWNERS

Thursday, Jan. 21 — National As-
sociatlon Women'’s Business Owners

meets, Information: 864-3300,
® RUN A BUSINESS

Thursdays, Jan. 21 through Feb,
25 — "How to Run a Successfu)
Small Bustness” offered 7-10 pm. in
Troy. Fee: $300. Information: 542-
4220, Sponsor: Small Business Man-
agement Schools.

© MONEY MANAGEMENT

Saturday, Jap. 23 — Short course
on money management 10 am, to
3:30 p.m. In Bloomfleld Hills. Fee:
$15, including lunch. Information:
540-8710.

® DESKTOP PUBLISHING

Saturdays, Jan. 23 through Feb. 13
— Desktop publishing class on Ma-
cintosh computers offered from §
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. In Rochester, Fee:
$115. Information: 370-3120. Spon-
sor: Qakland University,

@ FUNDAMENTAL IBM PC
Saturdays, Jan, 23 to Feb, 13 —

- Operating an IBM personal comput-

er will be taught 9 a.m, to 12:30 p.m.
tn Rochester. Fee: $115. Informa-
tlon: 370.3120. Sponsor: Oakland
Unlversity, .
® ENGINEERING REFRESHER
Mondays and Wedncsdays, Jan, 25
through March 30 — Part I Profes-
slonal  Engineer refresher course
will be offered 6-9 p.m. In Troy. In-
{formation: 832.5400. Sponsor: Engi-
neering Soclety of Detrolt.

When you're & membe:

than 1,600 physicians at

r of Health Alliai
health care without ever getting a doctor's bill,
“That's because HAP helps keep your body running smoothly by
routine office visits to hozsgilaliwion to lab tests to matemity care. Pl
medical centers, 18 area hospitals

Think of it

nce Plan, you get comprehensive and hassle-free

card

covering everything from
us, HAP offers you more

vui@é’i’ﬁé‘?ﬁﬁ.{?:‘l’%“.ﬂﬂ.. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS % gndhhulnﬂreds of inldividual dgctor‘s office locations.
. 0 health care js always nearby,
Vs ot X King CORPORATION ATET For more information, call 8728100, And leam all of
313258-3434 32401 West 8 Milo Raad Aunorlzod the reasons why your human body deserves to be covered
Drexel Burnham Lambert Llvoni, Micrgon 48152 stibutor by Health Alliance Plan. Your health deserves the hest.
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