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Wriggling out of n straight jacket is no sweat for Malt
Wes 1

LN
DAN DEAN/stafi photographas

youngster.

By Chuck Moss
speclal writer

The house itself Is a Hollywood
set, with enough white and mirrors
to drive the photographer bananas,

Inslde, the young man stands
bound In a straitjacket, an appro-
priate position for a 16-year-old.
He smiles and begins to wriggle,
soon flipplng the facket off, with a
warm grin and a toss of his punk-
streaked halr,

Meet Matt Jacobson, teenage
maglclan, of West Bloomficld. An
elght-year show business veteran,
Jacobson can saw a girl In three

has been perlarmlng tricks and illusions eince he was a

All wrapped up
in doing magic

6-year-old maglcian who

places and change a torch into a
cane with the best of them.

He will perform at Blrming-
ham’s Communlty House at t p.m.
Saturday.

Previously, he has appeared at
the Masonlc Auditorfum, the Michi-
gan State Fair and the Silverdome
and has worked his own summer
show In Niagara Falls. Jacobson
has amassed a fat portfolio of shots
with everyone from David Copper-
field and Harry Blackstone to Son-
ny Elliot,

Pleasa turn to Next Page

Barry Williams relaxes
backstage at tho Birmingham
Theatre, where he atars as
Chuck Baxter, a young man
trying to get ahead in a hurry,
in the Neit Simon-Burt
Bacharach musical
“Promises, Promises.” He is
on stage during most of the
show, singing such hits as
“I'll Never Fall in Love Again"
and the show's title tune.

’60s miusical

DAH DEAN/3tatt pholographer

Actor has fun playing meaty role

By Ethol Simmons
staff writer

It was a bone-chilling day in Bir-
mingham, but Barry Williams, star
of “Promlses, Promises,” didn’t
mind having to be away from hls
home in Mallbu, Calif. “I know what
it's lke there,” he said with practl-
callty.

Williams was happy to be in Bir-
mingham, where he has been on-
stage starring in the Birmingham
Theatre producuon aof the Bmdwny
musical hit “Promises, Promises’
since Dec. 30,

He was looking forward to sceing
his parents that weekend. “They'll b3
coming this weekend to sce the
show,” he said. “It's my dad's 44th
anniversary gift to Mom — a flve-
day trip to Detreit.” He laughed
good-naturedly.

Williams also was pleased because
this was his first day off since the
show opened, he sald, and after the
interview, he was going to play ten.
nis at the Franklin Racquet Club
with the actor who plays his bess In
the show.

Many television viewers know
Willlams from the five years he
starred on “The Brady Bunch,"” play-
ing the oldest son, Greg. The show
originally afred through 1974.

THE HANDSOME actor has
appeared on television in the series
“Run for Your Life" with Ben Gaz-
zarra and in “That Girl"and “Gomer

Pyle,” which were directed by John
Rich, who also directed “The Brady
Bunch,”

Willlams has only good things to
say about the latter show, ‘It's my
favorite TV famlly,” he cxplained.
But he certainly wouldn't classtly
the part he played as one of his fa-
vorites. He prefers “meaty roles”
and mentioned thls on more than one
occasion during the interview when
he talked about his background as an
actor.

Don't get the idea that Wililams Is
just some Pollyanna. But he admits
to being a guy who has a positive
outlook on life. He prefers doing
comedy on stage and straight dra-
matic roles in fHims. He doesn’t want
to get depressed by a character he
portrays, so he keeps the serlous
stuff for his more brief performanc-
s, as kn movies,

He finds comedy “more pleasant
and lighter and entertalning than
heavier drama.” He says he's not a
method actor but as for hls
demeanor on stage, he works at
keeping his attitude pleasant. “I
have a good tinme up there, You can
seeit,” he sald.

Deseribing the part he plays, of
Chuck Baxter in ‘Promlses, Promis.
es,” Williams sald, “As an actor the
role is very meaty. I'm never off the
stage.” The show Is set In 1868, the
same time the original production
was [irst presented, and Baxter, a
young man trying to get ahead in
business, is “a pre-Yupple-Yuppie,”

‘George Rondo, the
director, said he wants
to create a Valentine to
the era.’

— Barry Williams

he sald.

SOME CRITICS have guestloned
why the show hasa't been updated to
the '80s. Willlams said it wouldn't
work because things have changed
so much since the 60s and the slogan
of “Free Love,” he noted. In *Prom-
Ises, Promises™ (based on the wovie
“The Apartment") “he glves the key
to his apartment so married guys
would enjoy flings,”

“George Rondo, the director, sald
he wants to create a Valentine to the
era,” Willlams sald.

“Promises, Promises” Is at the
Birmingham Theatre through Sun-
day, Jan. 31. Besldes enjoylng tenals,
the athletic Willlams sald a bowling-
league night for the whole cast has
been put together.

During the show's run, the actor is
residing at the Somerset Park apart-
ment complex in Troy. His parents
were staying at the Barclay in Bir-
mingham. (They saw hlm in “Prom-
ises, Promises” Saturday night and
came to see the musical again on
Sunday afternoon.)

‘The versatile actor said that dur-
ing his career he has done “a ton of

different things ~— cpisodic TV and
several musicals a year, for the last
dozen years.” On television, he ro-;
cently appeared as a rock star oa;
“Highway to Heaven™ and as a rid-
ing-stable Casanova on “Murder, She.
Wrote."

His faverite musical pmducllons»
include roles in “They're Playlng:
Our Song.” “Pippin.” “Grease™ and:
“The Robber Bridegroom."

WILLIAMS BEGAN his acting ca--
reer as a child, "I studled from the:
age of 11," he said. I still study,
stay stretched and doing rols
might not be hired for.” He work:
with Milton Katselas in Hollywood:
and is currently developing rnngish

oles.

Allhuuh not sure exactly how he:
will use thls rougishness, he cites’
Larry Hagman of “Dallas” fame: 1
listened to hlm talk about the char:’
acter for ‘Dallas.’ He worked for 12
years before the scries came along
todevelop it.”

An avid sportsman, Williams llkes
tennls, boating, waterskilng and,
surfing at Malibu, where he has llvcd
for the last 11 years. “The alr!” he’
exclaimed. Another attractlon of
Malibu s, “It has a small-town feel.

Because he wants to give somess
thing back, for the success he has ens!
Joyed, Williams participates in many‘
celebrity tennls tournaments and-
fund-raisers. He has worked on bes!
half of the American Cancer Soclety.
Heart Association and United Cere:
bral Palsy.
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The Jewish Community uﬂ;ﬁfesm Nancy Gurwin Productions
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starring Ginger Freers. Danny Gurwln and Rita Jury
Directed by: Nancy Brassert

OPENS SATURDAYJ, JANUARY 23rd, 8

General Admisslon $8.50, Senfor Citizens saoa Students $500
vatlons, Gurwin at 354-0545
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66500 West Maple Rd, W. Bioomleld, Mi 48322, 661-1
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The Management & Staff of Key Largo
would like to thank
the groups and partles that celebrated
the holiday season with us.

(*4 Featuring Tropical Culsine

Reservations Suggested 669-1441
142 E. Walled Lake Dr.» Walled Lake
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"This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Mlchlgan'

Pet room night
Singie of double
= 3
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* Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights.
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* Indoor swimming pool and sauna
» 120" Rilton Money™ to spend {or refreshments and/or dinner
at Hurley's, Charley’s Crab and/or The Wicker Works Restaurant
24-hour advance reservations requred! '
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