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The literary sketch is a conven-
ient form of literatuce In that, like
poetry, it says a lot with few
words. It Is a brief outllne of a per-
son or an incident,

Either type of sketch, the char-
.| acter or the incident, will be most
| successful If the writer provides
the reader with a thorough, specif-
le view of the subject or the hap-
'} pening,

The creatlve wriling students at
Oakland Community College, Orc-
hard Ridge Campus, Farmington
Hills, under the direction of thelr
instructor, Sandra Sutherland, have
written these sketches,

To elfectlvely convey the figusa.
{] tive design of exactly what we are
:| eutlinlng in the reader’s mind, we
+|nced to describe in a logical
<| sequentlal form that which we are
‘| describing. In other words, If one
:| were describing a ballerina, one

would begin from the Up of her
tiara to the toe of her shoes. It
would be unwise and confusing to
first describe the tlara, skip to the
shoes and then describe the tutu,

‘The line the writer draws in the
mind should flow as does a char-
coal sketch flow from the chalk to
the paper. The term character
sketch is self-descriptive, A person
is drawn wlth words: to be able to
do this, a writer needs to be very
ohservant. The tinlest, slightest nu.
ances must be captured. Looking
and really seeing is the key.

m the description of obvious
physical tralts (calm hazel eyes), to
the body pesturing (her head thted
sldeways as she spoke), to facial
cxprmlons {wince lines circled her

lips), to mannerisms (she moved
her hands so quickly, they looked
like lttle birds), all detall is im-

_portant.

A SKETUH employing action is
in some senscs more difficult than
a character sketch, Action verbs
need to be employed and the flow
of actlon needs to be scquenttal
also, The reader should see a movie

.in his or her mind — a movie
drawn by the words of the writer,
Mood will be conveyed by word
cholce: Contrast “happily walked
in" with “stormily burst in;" con-

trast* danclng lightly to the music™
with “struggling with great diffl-
culty to keep up with the beat.”

1t all depends on what the writer
wanls to say. How does the writer
sce Lhe scene? What mood does the
writer wish to convey?

In the notcworthy book, “The Art
of Flction,” by John Gardner {Vin-
tage Books, Random House, 1983),
Gardner talks about the impore
tance of description:

Literary sketch can pack wallop

If we carefully inspect our ex-
perience as we read, we dizcov.
er that the importance of physi-
cal detail is that it creates for us
a kind of dream, a rich and viv.
id play in the mind . ... We
find ourselves seeing not words
on @ page but g train moving
through Russia, an old Nalian
crying, or a farmhouse battered

rain, We read on — we
dream on — not passively but
actively, worrying about the
choices the characters have to
make.

Gardaer is getting at the core of
the matter: A writer creates a
movie In the mind of the rcader,
‘The script Is the text; the text may
be as brief as a character/incident
sketch. Power can be found In
brevity If the words are well cho-
sen.

Sandra Sutherland teaches creative writing at Oskland Com-

munity College Orchard Ridge

posed the accompanying skeiches as part of a class assign-

ment.

« Victoria Day Najjar

Victeria Day Najjar is o

RANDY BORST/statt photographer

Campus. Her students com-

Farmington resident, teacher of
Journalism at Bloomfield Hills
Andovor High School and is @
nationally published poet.

:I Remember Christmas

By Grace Womack
special writer

Always speclal, and always (he
same, Christmas was typified by the
one when I was 10 years old.

1 woke on that morning about 3
2.m. Did I hear the sound of hooves
on the rooftop? He must be near;
listened, but heard nothing. My
greatest fear was that he'd get stuck
in the chimney, or burn up in the fur-
nace in the basement when he slld
down. We had no flreplace, but mom
assured me ke would simply appear
magleally in the living rcom. Mom
knew everylhing about Christmas,
and In my trusting naivete, I be-
lleved her,

We had a lengstanding rule, a ritu-
al you couid say: my brothers and I
were to remain upstairs on Christ-
‘mas morning until mom called
“Merry Christmas” to us, I never
questioned that ruling; it added
suspense (o the whole experience,

That suspense was umxlbl:. the

night; now It was here, 1 wanted to
share my excitement with my broth-
ers. How could they sleep? Crawling
out of my warm bed, I scarcely no-
ticed my fect 1ouchlng the cold tile
floor, Certain it was still early, I tip-
toed to my older brother’s room.
“Dave . ,, 7" Nothing but heavy
breathing. I turned to my younger
brother’s room. Dennis would hetp
me wake up Dave, “Dennls,” I whise

“It's almost time. C'mon, get up,”

He jumped up suddenly. “What
timeis {t?”

“Shh! I don’t know. Let's wake up
Dave.”

DENNIS NEVER could be quict.
At B years old, he was a chunky
steamroller in Davy Crocket paja-
mas. He jumped on Dave's bed, his
added weight causing the springs to
creak undcr the assault, “Hey, Dave,
getup.”

“Huh'l What are you guys dolng?”

aIm;
'hnd walted a whola year for thia

Dav:
"ll‘l almest Christmas,” Dennis

tried to whisper, “but we don't know
what time it {s.”

Dave groaned as he started to get
out of bed, “It's probably too early.”
AL s age, he had begun to lose some
of his youthful enthusiasm over
Christmas. “Okay, I'l eall TIME.”
Dave was the only one who could
dial the numbers In the dark. He was
14; he could do anything.

FindIng it only “three-fifteen, and
twenty seconds,” we sat on Dave's
bed, waiting until Mom called us
downstalrs {o open our presents,

“Umm, I smell turkey,” Dennis
sald. His mind always on food, he
asked, “Do you think Mom would
hear me I I snuck downstalrs and
got a piece?""

“You can't do that!" I was ap-
palled. “You might see the pre-

nts,"”

I won't peek. I'm hungry!”

“You can wait,” Dave closed the
subject. “What do you think Santa
brought you?"

“I asked him for a B-B gun. Do
ynu think I'll get it?"

T don't know, maybe; but you
know how mom fecls about guns,”

“Yeah. Maybe I'll get a new bike.”

“I wouldn't count on it. Santa is

Wé’mkwell

Inkwell provides primary and
" secondary school news and infor-
mation about Farmington-arec
students, The column appears
monthly throughout the year as
-part of the Observer's “School
Page.” Send news items to: The
* School Page, Farmington Qbsery-
: er, 33203 Grand River, Farming-
ton 48024. Include o telephone
Znuml)cr where a person can be
: reached during the day.

. SPECIAL PILOT
« Power Middle School teacher

. Marlene Angelo is plloting a Philoso-
+ phy for Children program. The novel
+ “Harry Stottlemeir” provided a ba-
*sls for classroom discusslon, which
: » centered around issues of falrness,
» patriotism, amblguities, jumplng to
: conclusions and use of Inquiry in rea-
. wning.

‘The Farmington Public Schools

N cl.’\u Is taught two days each week

* during Advanced Placement reading

: classes at Power.

'@ EXCHANQGE STUDENT

Jenni Talagrand, a junior at North
‘ Farmington High School, Is leaving
1 this month to be an exchange aluden(
:in Australia as part of the Youth for
Undemumdlng program.

Talagrand earned money for her
: trip baby-sitting, as a carrier for the
. Farmington Observer and wnrkinz
- ot Little Caesars Pizza.

. THEY'RE WINNEHS
Three Hills

In December, seven additional
employees were added to the pay-
roll: Judy Chin, paraprofessional at
the Farmington Training Center;
Hamid Dana, Japanese bilingual
alde at East Middle School; Norma
Goers, bookkeeper/secretary at cen-
tral office; Ljuka Juncaj, Albanlan
bilingual aide at East Middle School;
Lynn Levin, soclal worker at Gill El-
ementary and Dunckel and Warner
middle schools; Flora Perkins, spe-
clal education pauprnlmlonnl at

provided by the Specinl Services De-
partment of Farmington Hills. It is
supported by local merchants, school
employees and other providers, ac-
cordlng to a release from the
schools, .
@ GOOD CHOICE

With the rush of the holidays over
and the winter months ahead, chil-
dren will look for activities to occu-
py their time.

Reading Is an excellent cholce, say

e Leamn-

Alameda Early Cl nter;
and Leslie Stevens, paraprofessional
at Harrison High Schoo

® STEPPING DOWN

Two Farmington Public Schools
employces announced thelr retires
ments during the fall.

Violet Kopacki, a secretary In
maintenance/operations retired in
October and Grace Waack, a book-
keeper in central office will retire in
February.

® STUDENT LIAISON

Drew McDougall, president of the
Student Round Table for the 1987-88
school year, is attending regular
Farmington Board of Education
meetings to repart on his group's ac-
tivitles,

McDouglall is a senlor at Farm.
Ington High School.
@ STUDENT FEATURED

Candace Simon, speech and 1
guage pathologist at East Mlddle
School and F High Sch

‘‘were among the fop 1,000 high
< school students in the state on tho

100l,
was featured In the fall 1987 Lssue of
the Michy; gan Spefch and Hearlng

+ first part of of the
mnum Prize Competition. All un

s students at Detrolt Country Day

* School, Beverly Hills, -

i Siraj Bohra, Mert Erogul and Fa-

+glur Zahurullah placed among the

N wp 4 percent of the 25,000 Michigan
nludenu who took the test.

- . NEW EMPLOYEES
. Several employces were hired
+ during the {all months by Farming.
' ton Publle Schools. All were npporl
1 pcnaxmel
In November, the (o]lowl.n‘ staff
L. membuu were hired: Patricia

E tary; Mary
'3 DiClcco, teacher/noon alde at Eagla
3 El:menury; Lydla Drelles, necte-

for the district architect; Karen
»- Nrg in, speclal education alde at
. g:rmluuw:: Tralning Center; and

nise McCarthy, offlce/noon alde’

at Longacre Elementary.

She wrote an artlcle titled “Fac-
tors Affecling ’I‘rutment of Chronle
Stuttering.”

[ PARENTB SHARE
parents from Dunckel Mld-
dle Sclml shared thelr
cently with the Furmlumu w_hool'
ﬂogocolm palnting, wulhmsburg
decorating and-plantaln cooking ex-
lences were lhl!:d with students,
use

more parent conta
when appropriate,” * according to
toacher Barbara Carlsol

L] THBY GIVE
by the

oney ralsed recently
f.‘.:'““"“d“m'“’“"“ﬁ*””?"w‘“’n“r
on _ de) wen elp
medy people the Farmington

'm fand-raiser i3 self-supporting

" witbout expenses, and 100 percent of

thmoneymwanllul peopls

lng Cenler, a private company in
anlnmn mlu.
cading 1! es thinking and
listening lklll.s: lt lmprovzs the ablli-
ty to draw conclusions, to sclve
problems and to make decisions,”
sald Vivienne Manwaring, the cen-
ter’s director.
She suggests parents begin read-
Ing to a child at a young age to help
the child value reading. Other

suggestlons: Set aslde time toread to-

your child and set aside & special
place to read. Reward reading actlv.
qu. and praise attempts,

“All children, regnni!m of age,
enlcy hlvlng thelr nwn luhscrlpuon

o a magazine or book club,”'she
uld “Jt makes them more respons!-
ble and aware of the importance of
reading materigls.”

® FINANCIAL AID

Fifty-four colleges and universi-
ties across Michigan will simulta-
neously televise Information about
student ﬂnnncm ald on Thursday,
Jan. 21 at 7:18 p.

Called "Stlld:nt Financlal Alde:
Putting It to Work for.You,” the 52-
minute pro; was praised as a
“uniquo approach” by interim state
tupertntm ent Gary Hawka,

“This is & ‘flirst’ for the Depart-
ment of Education, and we are
pleased to offer this Informatlon in a
televised form,” he said,

Twenty-four of the llwl will be
satellite downlink aites and the re-
mllnlnzsnwillllrthepmmmuu

ls‘?url?nmmh suggest prereserva-
tions. The followlng colleges In the
Farmington area will alr the pro-

l\‘l. Madonna College, Livonla. Cail
cnru ZIegler 2L 591.5036,

Lawrence Institote of Technol-
ogy ln Southfield. Call Paul Kinder
at 356-0200. -

Oakland Community College,
Hills, Call Cathy Archer

‘armington
RAL471-78%9, °

" @ Schooleralt * College, Livonia.
Call John Tomey at 381-8400.

kind of poor this year," Dave sald
knowingly.

“How do you know?" I asked,

He hesitated, then said, “Mom told
me.”

“Ch,” 1 said, satisfled. “Do you
think he can afford to hring me the
roller skates I asked for?"

“Maybe, I just hope I get the
chemistry set I want."

THE MINUTES passed slowly.
‘The TIME-lady reported to us in her
sing-song voice at several intervals,

Forty-five minutes later, we heard
dad grumble, “It’s only four, and the
kids are al| rcady awake.”

‘Then mom’s soft volce, “They've
been up for some time. I'il fix you a
cup of cofice.”

"1 guess two hours stecp Is better
than none,” he slghed “I'll turn on
the tree lights.”

We held our breaths, It was time!
We ran to the steps just above the
landing where mom couldn’t see us,
and wal

The tree lights twinkled below,

Nashing brightly in the darkened liv-
thres like

ing room, g 1o us
the Star of the East.

Man in the Dermatologist’s Office

By Gretchen Federleln
speclal writer

1 heard a “fump” as the bottom of
the door slid across the gray carpet
and settled into Its frame.

He walked Into the room and
chose a chalr in the center, of the
gray-painted wall, peeling up a New
Yorker {rom the magazine table on
the way with all the skill and ecase of

8 pickpocket. He sat on the edge of
the seat and began to read. His pow-
erful fingers moved the paper like

each page was a small child that
needed to be held,

He smiled. His lips separated to

expose round, childlike teeth, the
kind “your head grows Into." His
head had grown into them. His hair
was reckless, and every few min-
utes, his hand Instinctively reminded
the part that touched the bottom of
his scarf to behave.

He wore a tan mock-turtle and

ttered jeans with genuine rips in
the knees, His legs were muscular

and slightly bowed, as If his knees
were separate and wanted nothing to
do with cach other. Rounded feel
poked out of the battom of his jeans
In Reeboks.

STILL READING intensely, hc
pushed up one cotton sleave, expos-
ing thick muscles tapering to a {lat,
wide wrist. An antique Jooking.
black-and-silver watch wrappcd it-
self around the wrist.

“Clay Cosgrove,” said the womar.
A blg-boned moase in a white uni-
form waited, clipboard in hand, in
the doorway. He rose, running hls
hands down hls thighs. Absentmind-
edly, he looked around the room. His
eyes were solt and searching, with
thick lazy eyebrows to protect them
1 thought he almost looked at me,
and my Insides did a grand jete en
tournez. He patted his jingling pock-
ets, turned on one heel and walked
out after the white whale.

Twent back to reading.

‘Ol‘l, wllat a

marve]ous
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50% oft

selected heather tweeds,
Hannels, {llle WOO] crepes,

pure wool plalcls, wool gabardines and more

69.99 to 149.99

regularly 140,00 to 300,00

Misses and pelites, hurey ond you'll save significantly on some of the best looking
sutls of foll. The splendid selection Includes the nows of longer,
fited |ackets, shorter Jackets, cordigan svils, belled suits, doublebreosted
slyles, fly fronts, slim and pleated skirte. Plaids, ticks, siripes, more.
Naltuially, not every style In every slze in avety store.*Percentages ofl regulor and original pricos;
Intarmediate reductions may bave been token prior to this sale.
Sole ends Jnnuclv 24th. tord & Tayloe Folrlane—338-2100 lokeside—247.4500 Twelve Oaks—~ 3483400
N Briat meod Moll—-oﬂ! 4500 All open Monduv to Satueday 10 1o 9 Sundoy 12 10 &




