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OCK AT THE BRIGHT SIDE,

That's what coaches are paid to do,
isn't i#t? The worse the situation gets, the
more oplimistie they become. A team

could be jn the midst of a record-setting losing
and a coach would say, “Well, at least
in Guiness' baok.™

Which is pretty much how John Mulroy ap-
proaches his job at the University of Detroit.
Mulroy started the year as Don Sicko's assistant.
Five games into the season, Sicko got slck of his
own program and — complaining of burnout —
resigacd,

Which Jeft Mulroy in command. And In a posl-
tion he always dreamed of: “I'm coaching at my
alma mater, i the city T grew up in and played
baskelball in, the city I recruited in"

SEVEN GAMES and scven losses later, Mul-
roy's dream-come-true has all the makings of a
nighttnare, Like the old Three Stooges comedy in
which the masters of buffoonery. in a medieval
setting, arc about to be executed by bowmen.
Moe asks, “Ain‘t there another way we can die?"

The reply: “You can have your heads chopped
off or be burned at the stake.”

Larcy opts for beheading. But not Curly; he
wants to be burned at the stake. Why, questions
Larry? “Because a hot stake is better than a cold
chop.” Curly answers.

Mulrey could fdentify with that. Either way,
it’s a no-win situatlon.

‘That's exactly where he finds hitself. He isn't
responsible for U-D's pitiful state. He was only in
his second year as Sicko's top aide when he was
thrust into command. But Mulroy couldn’t refuse
the opportunity when presented. Who could?

"This is why I worked as an assistant coach for
ridiculous pay for all those years,” he sald,

STILL, IT WOULD take a miracle for this to
work favorably for Mulroy. His official title is
“{oterim coach.”” Which mcans next year at this
time, in all probability, he'll either be working as
an assistant coach at another college or worklng
in another profession.

Mulroy is only 28. Just three years ago, he was
a head coach — at Plymouth Canton. And in girls
basketball.

Now he’s in charge of an NCAA Divislen I
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men's program. That's a gigantic step, one
coaches all over the country fantasize about but
never take.

Ask Tom Villemure, He thcught he was golng
10 be U.D's coach nine years ago. Instead, Willle
McCarter was chosen. Villemure, who coached
Birmingham Seaholm in the carly 1970s, has
been at Grand Valley State — a Divislon 11
school = ever since.

Villemure’s Grand Valley State team handed
U-D its greatest embarrassment in an embar.
rassing scason Monday, beating the Titans on
their homecourt 77-68. This U.-D team hardly
resembled the squads of the Dick Vitale era,
which whipped powerhouses like Marquette and
Geargetown in front of capaclty crowds at Cal-
ihan Hall,

THE STREAK stands al 13 straight defeats
(counting fast year's final game). With each loss,
numbers fluctuate. Crowds shrink Jurther —
there were only 1,237 In attendance Monday (a
coach in Mulroy's positlon might call that for-
tunate). Yet, the losses attract others.

Coaching candidates encircle Calihan's floor,
like sharks senslng a floundering fish. Mulroy
needed only to turn around from his position on
the bench and look inta the crowd to spot a host
of possible successors.

Oakland University coach Greg Kampe was
there Monday in a dual role. His team hosts
Grand Vailey tonight, so he was scouting. But he
didn’t dodge his other intention.

“I have not applied for the job.” Kampe said,
“but I have expressed an interest.”

Charlle Parker, Wayne State’s coach and an-
other candldate, was also in the stands. Even the
guy on the visitor's bench — Vlllemure, a U-D
grad — could be consldercd a possibility (al-

Tarnished dream
Coachrealizes goal in nightmare situation

though, aceording to sources, he has not applied).

GLEN DONAHUE, first-ycar coach at St
Mary's College In Orehard Lake, wasn't there be-
cause of a Jate practice. But the former U-D as-
sistant and 1958 graduate admitted he hud ap-
plled for the job.

But for that matter, who hasn't? Gary Hart
will probably throw his hat into the ring next.

Which makes Mulroy's task that much harder.
As the losses mount, confidence dralns, The Ti-
tans arc short on talent, experience and hope.

Mulroy, mind you, doesn't agree, “We're not
lacking talent, we're not lacking effort,” he in-
sisted Monday.

The preblems plaguing U-D aren’t his making.
Poor recrulting before he joined the staff (this
year's class, orchestrated by Muiroy, was called
the best in the Midwestern Collegiate Conference
by scouting services) have devasted the program.

DETROIT PUBLIC School League players
stay away from U-D. High academle standards,
coaches who would rather scnd thelr stars to
more preminent schools, and, in previous years, a
slow-down style that wasn’t atiractive to most
city players have hurt U-D.

“It's a chailenge,” admitted Muiroy of the task
confronting him. “How a person deals with the
curveballs that llfe throws makes a statement on
what kind of person he is. Right now, we're get-
ting some real snapping curves.” 3

And yet, even after a humiliating loss like
Monday's, Mulroy remained stubbornly optin
tic, “Something postive will come out of this,” he
predicted. “We had a lot of kids we're recruiting
out in that crowd tonight. At Jeast they'll know
the coach Isn't lying to them.

“'There’s an opportunity to play here.”

There’s also an opportunity to coach. But for
Mulroy to get that chance, U-D wilt have to make
an abrupt about-face. He has one goal for the
Thtans: *Play to thel: potential, We haven't yet;
that's the frustrating thing."

If U-D doesn’t soon translate that putentlal
into wins, Mulroy may cnd up paying for some.
one clse’s mistakes, He'll be assoclated with the
worst season in school history. And with u repy-
tatfon like that, it's hard to find — or keep — a
coaching job.

North takes win
after team talks

North Farmington gathered for a
teatn meeting alter last Friday's 59-
49 loss to Walled Lake Western, and
the Raiders responded Tuesday with
a convincing, 64-52 win over Livonla
Stevenson.

Senlor forward Kurt Dudek led
three North Farmington players In
double figures with 17 points, fol-
Jowed by Mott Hoffman and John
Shelton with 15 and 13, respectively.

“The kids themsclves had a meet-
ing and decided they were going lo
do things differently,” Ralders coach
‘Tom Negoshian sald. “They played
harder as a team tonlght.”

The game marked the opening of
play in the Lakes Division of the
Western Lakes Athletic Association.
The Raiders are 2-4 overail, while
the Spartans fell to 2-3.

North, which ted 40-30 at halftime,
outscored Stevensen 18-8 In the third

basketball

“Qur full courl press gave them a
few difficultics,” Glenn coach Bob
Killingbeck said. "“That was the turn-
ing polnt. Everyone that played
scored tonlght and we had a bal-
anced attack. 1 also was happy be-
cause we were able to score agatnst
their zone tonight. We ‘weren't able
1o do that last Friday against Farm.
Ington Harrison (a win).”"

Junlor forward Jason Brown
paced Farmington with 18 points,

REBFORD CC 83, BISHOP GAL-
LAGHER 66: CC rolled to its first
victory in the Central Division of the
Catholic League as Brian Dugas led

quarter {o take a $8-38
lead ofter three quarters. Shelton
and Hoftman combined for 16 of
those 18 third-quarter polnts. Hoff-
man, a sephomore guard, converted
theee 3-point field goals for the
game and contributed 10 assists.

Stevenson also had three players
score in double figures, led by junior
forward Chris Nazelli with 15 points.
Senior guard Scott Koslkawski added
11 points, followed by forward Kevin
Tagpun with 10.

JOIIN GLENN 75, FARMING-
TON 5): On Tuesday. the third quar-
ter told the story in this WLAA
Lakes Divislon opener for both
teams,

Westland Glenn outscored the vis-
Iting Falcons 27-5 in the third quar-
ter, turning a 30-2% halitime lead
into a rout.

Junior guard Casey Killingbeck,
who was 6-0f-6 from the floor, led
four Rockets in double figures with
17 points, Senjor guard Marcus Lowe
added 14 points, follawed by Dave
Schnapel and Greg Anderson with 11
and 10, respectively.

Lowe and Killlngbeck spearhead-
ed the third quarter run, comblning
fur 13 of the 27 points.

Raiders defeat rival swimmers

Continued from Page 1

the 100-yard backstroke with a time
of 1:024 and Geolf Taylor won the
< 100-yard breaststroke, recording a
1 timeof 1:08.80.

Salem’s retay team of Miller, Tay-
lor, Fred Scldelman and Mike Hill
won the 200-yard mediey in a time
of 146.7.

CANTON 43, BELLEVILLE 40
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The Chicfs tralled the entire meet,
unti! their two 400-yard freestyle re-
lay teams bailed them out for the
victory.

Canton placed first and secund in
the 400-yard relay (the last event of
the night).

Finishing first in a time of 3:35.6
was the team of Tome Hone, Jim
Riemcnschneider, Andy Lang and
Mike Helmstadter. Placing second in
the same event In a time of 328.16

was (he team of Mike Lustig, Jay
Schwimm, Tim Edwards and Mitch
Timberlake,

Helmstadter won two individual
events for the Rocks, the first com-
ing In the 200-yard freestyle In a
time of 1:56.25, He also won the 500+
yard freestyle in 5:19.21.

Mike Lustig placed first in the
100-yard {ly at 59.45. Bryce Ander-
son won the 100-yard back stroke in
a time of 1:01.26.
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GET ON THE RIGHT TRACK

with the

®bgerver & Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS

CROSS-COUNTRY
SKI SCHOOL!

Crass-country skiing is a fun, exciting and healthful way to enjoy the outdoors this
winter. You can learn to cross-country ski at the Observer & Ec¢centric Ski Schoo!
at several neighborhood locations in Oakland and Wayne Countles. Clinics begin
in January {weather permitting) .

$10 Includes equipment rental and 1Yz hour ski lesson
(wlith your own equipment)

Due tolimlted space availability, pre-reglstration is required. For complete
registration informatlon, call any nearby slte listed below, Monday through Friday,

3

3 at least one week in advance of lesson,

i Observer & E tric Cross C y Ski School It I

»

3 ADDISON OAKS COUNTY PARK INDEPENDENCE OAKS

. 1480 Wes! Romeo Road COUNTY PARK

N Oxford, M1 48051 ¢/0 Oakland County Parks & Recrestion
M 893-2432 8501 Sashabaw Road

N Clarkston, M! 48016

A BEECH WOODS 25-0877

3 RECRTATION CENTER N

K] c/o Southlield Parks & Recrestion MAYBURY STATE PARK

. 22200 Beech Road ¢/0 Northville Community Recreation
. Southtiald, M 48034 303 Wes! Main Street

: 2603 Northvillo, Mi 48167

: 349-0203

: HERITAGE PARK WARREN VALLEY QOLF COURSE
. c/of Hilis Parks & ¢/o Wayne County Parks & Recreation
. 31555 Eleven Mila Road 33175 Ann Arbor Trall

N Farmington Hills, M1 48018 Wastland, M! 48185

N 473-9570 2811090

four players in double fig-
ures with 20 polnts.

CC (6-1 overall, 1-1 in the Central
Division) led 26-15 over Harper
Woods Bishop Gallagher (2-5, 0-2) af-
ter one quarter and 50-24 at half-
time,

Coach Bernie Holowicki, whose
team Is idle untll Tuesday at Bir-
mingham Brother Rlce, was fearful
of a letdown agalnst Gallagher. The
Shainrocks lost a heartbreaker last
Friday at Redford Bishop Bargess,

“Our kids were still down Tuesday
night alfter that loss and you never
know how they're gotng to respond,”
Holowicki said. “Gallagher had a
couple of good players. Dugas played
very well for us and so did (Anthony}
Arrington and (Bill) VIttl. Scott
Hauncher was much improved for us
off the bench.”

Hauncher sparked CC, scoring 12
points in a reserve role. Also scoring
in double figures for the Shamrocks
were Arrington with 15 points and
Vittl, who added 10,

Gallagher had three players in
double [lgures, led by junior center
Mare Klatt with 16 points and Daryl
Jackson Brian Smith with 14 and 13,
respectively.

Schrader’s

HOME FURNISHINGS
111 N.CENTERST., NORTHVILLE

ISHELDON ROAD) SETWEEN 74 8 MILE IN DOWNTOWN NORTHVILLE
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