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Incidents at high school games are real

AYDE IT'S ONLY MY im-
aginatlon, but have you
noticed a proliferation of
incidents of late at high

schoo! sporting cvents?

We read over the weekend about
the violence and subsequent arrests
at two different basketball games,
ane of which appears to be racially
motivated.

Frankly, 1 was surprised to hear
about an incident lavolving the bas.
ketball teams at Bloomfield Hills
Cranbrook and Harper Woods. The
Inkster-Robichaud game was also
disrupted last Friday by fights.

And those who think it can't hap-
pen In peaceful Observerland have
another think comlng. Just the other
night 1 learned of another donny-
brook, this time between the Frank-
Htn and Stevenson basketball teams
In which players were efected from
the game. The same thing happened
last month between the same two
schools In hockey.

Without belng accused of over-
reacting, the recent wave of incle
dents s very real. They can't be
swept under the rug.

OUTSIDERS HAVE caused some
of the problems.

During last spring’s Wayne-West-
tand John Glenn basketbal) gaine,
“non-student” types started incl
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dents in the parking lot and ot a
nearby fast-food restaurant.

"Qutsiders” also caused problems
al the Bishop Bergess-Cass Tech bas-
ketball game earlier this year,
prompiing Borgess offictals to admit
only those students from the partiei-
pating schools for future games un-
less accompanied by an adult.

But the problems are nol restrict-
ed to outside agltators,

Jack Roberts, the new Michigan
High School Athletic Associatlon ex-
ccutlve director, warned member
schools earlier this school year about
“negative” cheering. He was not
only talking about such chants as
“air ball” but put-down cheers
which incite rlval student bodies.

Some schools in Observerlund
have been gullty of these tactics.

BUT IT SEEMS the root of these
problems start with the players.

The day and age of sportsmanshlp
has become obsolete.

offers positive

By Brad Emons
statl writer
S A YOUNG ATHLETE in high
school, D. Steve Fair expe-
rienced both success and
(allure.

He thought he knew how (o hundle
success, but he found out he didn’t
know how to deal with fallure.

“Sports was the most important
thing to me,” he said. “During high
school in my Junlor year I was an
All-Stater (In basketball}, but I came
back as a scnlor and didn't have a
good season, It took years of scarch-
Ing, -and all I knew is that the
coaches sald It was my attitude.”

Falr graduated [rom Southgate
Aquinas High in 1976 and later
played for Wayne State.

Twelve years later, Including a
stint as an Insurance salesman for
AAA In Texas, Falr has become a
budding author where he has devot-
ed nearly all his time and energy. He

Certaln things we abhorred 20
years ago are now accepted as part
of the game,

I've noticed several disturbing
trends in the past year or so:

® | recently watched a player
make a free (hrow, then deflantly
point a finger at the opposing cheer-
ing section, which had been goading
the same player all night long.

® In another game, { watched a
player slam dunk a ball and then
“talk trash” to his victim as they
walked down the floor.

@ In a hockey game, 1 watched
players belng harassed as they head-
cd toward the penalty box. The play-
eor belng penalized was usually greet-
ed with an opposing finger or stick
being waved in front of his face.

 Dancing in the end zone and
flipping the ball [n a defender’s face
after scoring a touchdown. Thls must
be “new wave" celebrating.

® “High fives” have become
“high dives,” Some of these “new
acts” should be saved for the high
schoul drama class.

® Tobacco-chewlng high school
baseball players. (Just a total lack of
discipline.)

@ Once I witnessed a gang of
soccer players corner, and then
threaten officlals physlcally after
fostng & match.

WHERE DOES IT STOP?

Soclety is guilty of many of these
problems. We often don't teach our
kids how to act at ar carly age, par-
tlcularly in sports. Losing with digni-
ty is alost art,

We seem (o go along with these
antles as long as we win or can back
ftup.

Of course, we have a different set
of role models to choose from Lhese
days: Brian Bosworth, Jim
MeMahon, Antolne Joubert, Scott
Skiles, Bob Probert, John McEnroe,
the Miami Hurrleanes, Buddy Ryan,
Dexter Manley, Mark Gastincau and
Bobby Knight.

As long as these people are suc-
cessful, we condone their actions.
And t's that kind of attitude, unfor-
tunately, that fliters down to the
high school ranks.

It appears that we've sce gone be:
yond the stage of being flamboyant.
The late Plstol Pete Maravich used
to put on a show, but he did it with
class,

THE JOB OF coaching and ad.
ministering high school sports s
very difflcult, Some coaches believe
they have control over thelr teams
when they really don't.

We're going to have to keep a clos-
er eye on our high school athletes be-
cause things are not in balance.

Thursgay, Jonuory 14, 1888 O&E

(F-SD)w5D

RO A

; 3
The pushing and shoving in the game can often tead to prob-

lems in the stands at high achool

And that's why & community
newspaper as ours will centinue tc
keep close tabs on developing trends
positive and negative.

1 sporling events.

When the trouble starts, we won't
look the other way or hesitate ic
identify the instigators,

Somebody has to do It.

approach to sports

spent a year dolng
search for his first wrlting,

His book, titled “Athletics, A Vehi
cle to a Winolng Attltude,” Is a com-
pact, 100-page text with Insplration-
al and profound thoughts expressed

ree

people
in sporis

by Fair himself, ath-
letes, successiul scholars and fa-
mous teaders.

“I WANTED TO find an Inspira-
tional thing that athletes put into
words which can lead to a happy and
productive llfe,” said Fair, who lives
In Garden City. “Most athletes don't
have an Idea of mental dynamles. 1
had no regrets about my athletlc ca-
reer, but I wanted an answer so I
started reading books.

“When ! was growing up I didn't
have anything like this. I needed ma-
terlal to relate to as a young ath-
lete.”

Fair got inspiration from such
sports figures as Bill Bradley and
Willie Stargell. He also took ideas
from Ross Perot, Socrates, Elnstein,
Vince Lombardi and Julius Erving.

the week ahead

BOYS BASKETBALL
Thursday, Jan. 14
Lulh. Westiand at Wisid, Huron Vakey, & p.m.
Friday, Jan, 18

Uv. Chutcha af Lk Frankin, 7:30 p m.
Wisid, John Glena at Liv. Stevenson, 7.30 p.m.
Pty. Canton at Noxinwbe, 7.30 p.m.
M. Fatrrngton at Ply. Salem, 7:30 p.m

| Clarenceviio at 8.4, Cranbrook. 7:30 p m.

Bish. Borgess at #.W. tolre Dame, 7 30p m
St_Agana at Fint Holy Rosary, 7:30 pm
GG Unded ot Hentage Chishan. 7.30 p.m

PREP HOCKEY
Thursday, Jan. 14
Urv. Fransin va. B.H, Andover
a1 Deteoit Skaling Ciub, 6 p.m
Frlday, Jan. 15
Liv. Churchi vs. Liv. Stevenson
a1 Livonia's Edgar Arena, 85.m
Saturday, Jan. 10
Caitolic Cent. 3. Broiner Rice
o1 Rectord ce Arens. B p.m.

THINKING ABOUT A
NEW FURNACE?
caLL topay MCITECDR
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

476-7022

ANYTIME
D & G HEATING & COOLING
19140 FARMINGTON + LIVONIA

Swim list
will debut
Thursday

Attention all coaches,

‘The Observerland high school boys
swim listings will begin again on
Thursday, Jan. 31.

Plymouth Salem coach Chuck Ol-
son will take updates (starting teday}
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m, at 451-6600,
Ext, 208 (on weekdays). He can also
be reached from 4 te 5:30 pm.
{weckdays) and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. {Sal-
urdays) at 451-6447.

Schools eligible to particlpate In
the weekly listings Include Plymouth
Salem, Piymouth Canton, Farming-
ton, North Farmington, Farmington
Harrison, Redford Catholic Central,
Redford Unfon, Redford Thurston,
Livonia Churchill, Livonia Franklin,
Livonla Stevenson, Garden CRy,
Westland John Glenn and Wayne Me-
morlal.

‘Cage stats
will appear

The Observer will begin publish-
ing a list of the area's boys baskets
ball statistics leaders on Thursday,
Jan. 21. Tom Negoshian, varsity
coach at North Farminglon High
School, will compile the weekly list,
. Varsity coaches are asked to call
“Iegoshian at 353-4204 between 7
and 8 p.m. every Monday, starting
Jan. 18, with information on their
team leaders in points, rebounds, as-
sists, freethrow percentage and
shooting percentage.
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Knapp's most popular work shoes avallable

Knapp

with or without the padded coltar.
& Comfortable, cushioned
insole construction
® Long-wearing, heavy-
duty outersoles
® Ganuine leather
uppors
K33 — Reg. $62.99
Save $20.68
K58 — Reg. $57.99
Savp $24.68

OPEN SUNDAYS 12-5: OPEN MON., THURS., FRI., 'TIL9

7 Euroka Rd. Tel. 2873833,
leaman visit call

LATHRUP VILLAGR 28447
20909 Gratiot Ave. Tol 773
| 363-4435. Over nize 12. odd $2.00.

There are many more.

“I wanted to merge good litera-
ture with a positive mental attitude
about sports,” he said. “The informa-
tion Is geared for the athlete to im-
prove mentally. It's for those who
have already succeeded, and for
those who are feeling a little low.”

Fair stresses a theme throughout
the book: balance.

“We need balance because some

people approach things so one-di-

1.” he said. “I've spent a lot
of time studying physics and how it
relates to the athlete.”

FAIR’S BOOK has sold 3.000 cop-
les and is in its second printing. The
book has been sold threugh direct
“naiting

“This is for anybody 12 years and
up.” be said. “I think everybody can
get something out of it. I hope some
day that it will be found in school
libraries.”

While Fair was gathering his ma-
terial, he'd often ask for feedback
from young athletes, including play-
ers from the Farmington High girls

basketball team where his wife, Dia+
na, Is the head coach.

This spring, Falr plaas to conduct
a seminar for student-athletes at
North Farmington High.

Fair's toples might range from
goal-setting (o team play.

Here is a sample of Fair's book:
“You'll realize how ATHLETICS
and all other aspects of LIFE re-
late 1o cach other. Learn from the
hgh achievers and you'll develop
pur're WINNING ATTITUDE "

Alter reading the book, you would
use it like a devotional time with the
Bible. The more you read, the more
you'll get out of it.

30650 plymouth road
livonia
422-1000

“home of old-fashionsd servic
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8 ft.
furring
strips
ix2@ *4%
12 pack bundle
1x3@'5"
8 pack bundle

select your own
trom our in-store
racks

2x2x6'@72%ea.
2x2x7'@ 89° ea.
2x2x8'@ $1%ea,

MASONITE
coaszrance

* cream
« tan
© grey
premium
dry stock

select your own from
our In-store stock

( PINE MILL* PANELING

4'x 8 X" 7
etched groove
cholce of:

N\
et .

i
' { :

featuring real oak vanities by BiBertch Mfg.

handcrafted quality
37" 22" 25"x22"

$398°% <298

eachIncludes:
« custom onyx top
«cartoned
« choice of fawn or
mocha shades

now matching
framed mirrors

%" sheet rock.

Lorpsar = @sagge [T | soxoe ..0479" |
| sheet stock W ( workbench Y-
%" lauan O— hardware kits :
%" 08k G1S.. s24° heavy duty :
" L 88 N
; ,% oak G2S 46 hardware
4l "% sheet rock kit

12"

2 x 4" x 1%"
particleboard top @ *4** ea.
%" particleboard shelves

$ 1788

x 96" @ 2" ea. 2

sunday

store and shed hours
monday thru friday 8 a.m. 10 6:45 p.m,
saturday 8 a.m. to 5:4

10 a.m. to 3:




