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Sparks: GOP seeks economic policy voice

By Tim Richard
stall writer

State Rep. Gordon Sparks got off
to a bad start last week with his
team’s cconomic growth plan,

The Troy Republican and House
GOP minerity leader Paul Hille-
gonds intended to say “Mlichigan has
done poorly In recent years” in job
growth compared to other states,
And they intended to let the world
know the minority party would have
*‘a lot Lo say about sctting the agen-
da” In the House with some 30 bills.

Instead, Sparks gol caught in a
{lap with labor over a proposal to re-
duce restaurant waiters' pay to the
level of neighboring states (see Asso-
ciated Press story on this page).

SPARKS, A 52.year-old third-
term headed a i

day after the Lansing news confer-
ence.

Michigan employers told them, In
Sparks' words: “We resent being In
Michigan and slugging it out, and In-
stead of substantive changes, we sce
speclal deals with the Mazdas,”

Added GOP pollcy analyst Kaimin
D. Smith, who has a doclorate in po-
littcal philosophy, *“When we (Gov.
Blanchard's administration} were
bidding for the GM Saturn project,
the state offcred a unique workers
comp deal. Shouldn’t we effer such
fundamental reforms to cvery-

e

The package contains bills on
lowering health care costs, limiting
llability sults, lowering the single
business iax, streamlining environ-
mental rule-making, reforming
school financlng and, of course,
“makin s

tlon and health care.

. Besides an economle philosophy of
helping all busincsses vs. offering
highly publlelzed deals to a few, the
Hiltegonds team Is looking for a dlf-
ferent style of aperation in a House
of Representatives dominated by
Speaker Gary Owen, D-Ypsllanti,
and a handful of leaders.

Sparks and Smith cited these tactl.
cal differences;

® “The House labor committee
and economic development commil-
tee almost never meet,” sald Smith.

Hillegonds® style Is more mectings
Involving more people, Sparks sald.

¢ The House GOP group allempts.

Lo communicate better with the Re-
publican-led Senate “rather than lob-
bying bills back and forth,” sald
Sparks, Senators and representatives
have worked out identical bills be-

ber GOP task force that last summer
held hearings In four towns near the
Wisconsin and Indiana borders. They
made that choice to assess “Michl-
gan’s competitive position — how
we do In relation to other states.”
“We aren't doing o3 well as we
should, particularly in manufactur-
ing,”* sald Sparks In an interview a

T in-
dustry competitive,” to use the task
force's chapter heading.

SPARKS' TASK force is one of
several launched by Hlilegonds, a 39
year-old Holland lawmaker, serving
hls flrst term as minority leader and
highly regarded in party circles.
Other groups covered AIDS, educa-

Reason:

House Repubiican task force

Michigan has fewer
cans say, because it allows only a 25 percent “tip credit” offset
to the minimum wage while neighboring states allow a 40 per-
cent credit. Raising the credit has the effect of lowering the
wage rate. .

per 1,000
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Restaurateur:
no to wage cut

AP — Stleing 50-cents-an-hour off
the wages earned by most waitresses
and waiters could create 60,000 new
Milchigan jobs, accordlng to a legls-
lative report unveiled in Lansing.

. But the restaurateur who initially
suggested the idea sald the House
Republican task force went far be-
yond his original proposal and no
Ipnger has the suppart of the restau-
rant industry,

s Jerry Hill, president of Bill
Knapp's Inc., said he never intended
the state to roll back the pay for wal-
tresses and walters from $2.51 to
$2.01 an hour, as proposed by a
House GOP task force report,

» 1 would not support it, and I don’t
know anyone In the restaurant busl-
ness who would support it,” said Hilt,
who heads a chain with 32 restaus
rants in Michigan,

.

+ “PSYCHOLQGICALLY that's a
ter, -‘You'd lose 80 percent of
thelr enthusinsm the day:you cut
them a penny,” Hill said.
+The GOP proposal sccks to In-
crease the amount employers can es-
timate as earnings on tips from 25
percent to 40 percent. Because the
legislation Includes a grandfather
provision, only new servers would
experience the 50-cents-an-hour
wage cut. N

‘That would bring them in line with
the wages pald to tip servers in Ghio,
Indiana, Iiinols and Wisconsin.

The report, which was based on
data compiled by Bill Knapp's, sald
lowering wages would lead to the
opening of 1,800 restaurants and
spark §$2 billion In construetion.

But Hill said he only suggested ex-
panding the so-called “tip credit” If
the federal minimum wage were In-
creased to $4.20, the amount nceded
to olfset the higher tip percentage.
He said he never wanted to lower
employces’ wages. .

The federal minimum wage has

been $3.35 an hour since 1981. Res-
taurants In Michigan are allowed to
pay thelr waitresses and waiters
$2.51 an hour because [t is assumed
tips supplement their income by at
least 25 percent.

REP. GORDON Sparks, R-Troy
and one of the biil’s two sponsors, de-
seribed the situation as a misunder-
standing. Sparks said Hill never
mentioned anything about making
the change contingent on a boost in
the federal minimum wage.

“That’s different than the position
he testified to,” Sparks sald.

The wage cut also came under fire
from House Democrats and Jabor of-
ficlals, :

“The proposal appears to be an-
other typical Republican ploy” to
stick it to working men and women
by, in effect, lowering the minlmum
wage for restaurant-tipped employ-
ees,” sald Stephen Serkalan, a
spokesman for House Democrats.

-Tim Hughes, a spokesman for the
Michigan AFL-CIO, sald labor was
strongly oppesed to the Idea and
doubts it would create 80,000 new

jobs.

“Most of those people don't make
that much money In (he first place,”
Hughes said.

REPUBLICAN Leader Paul Hi
llegonds admitted the bill's chances
of passing the Legislature this year
were slim. “I would be surprised if it
was scriously debated in 1988, he

said. .

Stilt Hillegonds, R-Holland, sald
the proposal is the kind of bold idea
the state needs to consider if it
wants to reduce unemployment and
improve the state's jobs climate.

Hillegonds sald he was releasing
the report-{o put pressure on Gov.
James Blanchard to address these
and other business climate lssues In
his Jan. 20 State of the State address.

OCC's food course lauded

The food scrvice managemént
program at Oakland Community
College announced It has recelved a
1987 award of excellenco from the
Nationa) Restaurant Association.

. Robert B. Zemke, registered dleti.
clan and chalrman of the hospitality
department at OCC, was notifled by
Phillp Kralovee of the NRA: Tho
award is granted jolntly by the NRA
and the American Vocational Assocl-

atlon,
The food service management
F‘rogrnm is available at the Orchard
idge Campus {n Farmington Hills.
It leads to an associate’s degree in
applied science, The program gives
the student expericnce in food prep-

and management, Graduates are
ready for middlemanagement su-
pervisory positions.

fore Senators have in-
vited representatives to take part in
Senate comittee meetlings because
House committees meet less often,
Smith sald.

@ Hillegonds clearly has studled
the style of Senate Majority Leader
John Engler, R-Mount Pleasant, who
relics on the committee structure to
report out major legislation accord-
ing to schedule. Owen's style, as
shown In mid-December, Is to let
major bllls plle up, negotiate an
agreement among leaders, Hnk them
In a package and pass them all with-
out amendment in a couple of days.
Hillegonds says mafor bills such as
the income tax cut and insurance tax
increase should have been consid-
ered separately, “on their merits.”

® Hillegonds personally “is really
open to Input from the staff,” said

Smlth. “Hls door is open. He invites
criticism, Some of the Democratie
leaders would have been very an-
gry” at staff input.

SPARKS AND Smith sald the GOP
task force report was nelther “a
business wish llst” nor “labor bash-

B
It addresses not only buslness con-

Rep. Gordon Sparks (loft) of Troy has the ear of House Minority Leader Paul Hillegonds.

cerns fram the state borders but the
loss of jobs and beneflts.

For example, they support a Re-
publican bill to protect workers
whose employers may not be cov.
ered by workers comp through cre-
ation of an uninsured employers se-
curity fund. And they call for a state
crackdown on workers comp polley

verification,

Not atl 30 bills in their package-
have Republlean authors. The group
cendorsed Democratic-sponsored bills,
they thought matched their philoso--

by,

phy.

Said Sparks: “We're trying to de-
emphasize the pride of authorship
and emphaslze accomplishments.”

Memorahle timepieces for today.

The Movado Museum Watch

I1's a legend in modern design. Simple. Elegant. The Museum Watch is for
today’s men ond women. Eoch timepiece Is Swiss crafted, is woter-
resistont ond hos an electronlc quortz movement. We have & wide voriety
of men’s and Jadias’ styles 16 choosa from. The Movodo Museum

Coltection from $350 10 $2000.
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