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Spicer House future tied to historic group review

Continued from Page 1

‘The Spicer estate house is one of
{five buildings in Farmington Hills
that was designed by famed Michi-
gan architect Marcus Burrowes. The
other four bulldings are In the city's
historic district. “All of his (Bur-
rowes’) homes are beautifully sited,”
Fox said.

PUTTING TIIE Spicer heuse in
the historic district will make it
“subject 1o all the protectlons of the
ordinance,” Fox added.

Soronen’s suggestion that the his-
toric district commission provide
ideas for its use, however, prompted
comments from some counci] mem-
bers concerned that the Farmington
Hills Parks and Recreation Commls-
sion will consider the request “a slap
in the face.”

At a joint meeting of the eity coun-
<il and parks and recreatlon com:
wission in December, council mem-

bers were told that the once-hoped-
for plan of converting the estate
house into adminlstrative offices had
been cast aside.

Iastead, parks and recreation
commissioners are looking at the
possibility of transterming the es-
tate house into a visitors center, sald
Dennis  Fitzgerald, commission
chairman.

Cost estimates for renovating the
house Into a nature center and offic-
es for the city's spectal services de-
partment, Including parks and recre-
atlon, totaled approximately
$530,000, “We made a decision It
was an unwlse expenditure,” cily
manager Wititam Costick sald.

The house Is being used for a few
parks and recreation actlvities, such
as day camp and the cross country
skiing program, Costick said.

At the December jolnt meeting.
Fitzgerald said the house can be sta-
bilized until a flnal declsion on its

use can be made, In addition to ex-
tending water service to the house,
clty efficials also are faced with an
asbestos problem at the house.

"“WE NEED to do some Inltlal
things (o stabilize, preserve the
hause to prevent It from further de-
terjoration,” special scrvices direes
tor Dan Potter sald [n December.

Some councll members Monday
also expressed concern from the re-
actlon of parks and recreation com-
mission members about the house.
Councllwoman Jan Dolan quoted

s
;]l;ll *“you'd be putting a lot of money
making a stik purse out of a sow's
ear.”

Following the December joint
mecting, Dolan said she felt the

arc concerned about comments
made at the December meeting that
might have led council members to
belleve commissioners’ felt  the
house wasn't worth saving.

The parks and recreation commis-
slan has since Issued a memo to
councll members, “The parks and
recreation commission would like to
clarify Jts position regarding the
Spicer house and surrounding prop-
erty. Our short term goal Is to:

® “Develop a plan, including
budget, to use the existing house as a
visitor center and small offlee, if
necessary.

® “Develop o plan, including
budget, for the stabilization of all
structures,

@ "“Develop a plan, Including
budget, for the improvement of the
grounds surrounding

parks and r
{eel the house ksn’t worth saving.
Speaking on behalf of parks and
recreation  commissioners, Potter
told the counclt that commissioners

the estate house.”

COUNCILMAN JOE Alkateeb
sald he liked the idea of using the

School boundary, building use talks set

By Casoy Hans
statt writer

to bring thelr Ideas and volce them.
“There's no way we're ramming

Come carly if you want a seat.
The Farmington school board has

~scheduled a study session next Tues-

i.day to discuss ways to alleviate
overcrowded schools on the west

ide of the distriet.
Redistricting, a variety of building

: “uses and other education cholces will

wrps

“be discussed at the meeting.

If community reaction this week
Is any indicator, every seat in the
F. High School
will be taken when the meeting be-
gins at 7:3¢ p.m. Residents, especial-
1y elementary parents, were meeting
and distributing petitions (his week
In opposition to redistricting.

“It’s a difficult one, because peo-
ple are anxious,” said Farmington
superintendent Graham Lewis.

He is encouraging residents to at-
tend the meeting with an open mind,

down people’s throats,”
he added.

Last fall, school offictals made the
decision to Involve the community in
the review of school boundaries and
factlities,

Thirty-seven parents began study-
ing alternatlves to overcrowding in
Octaober and have complled their re-
sults in three different reports — el-
ementary, middle school and high
school.

TIIE REPORTS will be presented
to the board Tuesday by a seven-
member citizens panel appointed by
the school board Oct. 6.

Some of the alternatives to be dls-
cussed include bullding a new ele.
mentary on the west side, putting ad-
ditions on elementary bulldings, re-
opening Shiawassee Center as an
clementary, and equalizing atten-
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Depariment placed orders in an-

7

dance at the high school level,
No immediate changes are expect-
ed at the middle schools, where

Discusslon of bullding a new cle-
mentary school at Halsted and 11
Mile on the district’s west side was

g is not y a problem.
Gatherings with a “town meeling”
format were held in November; ele-
mentary and high school parents
came out in force to glve idcas and
oplnlons to the cltlzens groups.
West-side growth had pushed at
Teast flve of the district’s 11 elemen-
tary schools beyond capacity in
1987, according to a report prescot-
ed tast March to the school board.

at public ings as early
as Febroary 1986, and crowding has
been an eclection Issue during the
past two years.

Informatlon given by the district
this fall Indicated enrollment in-

Splcer house as a visitors center.
“Utlitzatlon has to go with whatever
you declde,” he satd, adding “the
questlon Is how much will It cost?
P'm a little concerned. Are we slapp-
ing the parks and recreation com-
misslon by saylng we're going to
take 1t out of your hands and glve It
to the historic district commlssion?”

His comments were followed by
other council members' words of
praise for the parks and recreation
commisslon. But councl! members
agreed the historle distrlct commis.
sion should have a chance to use
their expertlse.

“They (parks and recreatlon com-
misslon) are golng to come up with
budgets, stabllization,”" Soronen said.
“We're asking (the historic district

forar
and some comments about the dls.
trict and the use.”

Fox said the councll wants an
oplnlen from people invelved with
history and historic preservatlon. “I
think no one is unhappy with the
work of the parks and recrcation
commission,”

‘The councll agreed that the house
should be saved. The council, in fact,
has twice contirmed that (n the past
wilh formal votes.

But councliman Aldo Vagnozzi
voleed concern aboul the parks and
recreation’s lack of definite plans
and cost estimates. “I'd like to know
what the overall costs are going to
be,” he sald. “I'm In faver of keeping
this house — up to a point.”

Farmington public safety olflcer
Tony Gubacz will joln other law en-
forcement officers from Farming-
ton Hills, Novi, Southfield and the
Oakland County Sherifi's Depart-
ment this month, in an effort to de-
crease the number of car thefts in
these communities.

Several arrests have already
been made by these Oakland Coun-
ty officers assigned to a speclal
auto theft prevention unit based in

vl
The Farmington City Council

Officer joins auto theft unit

voled Jan. 4 (o use $8,100 ~ the
city’s share of a onc-year state
grant — lo purchase and Insure a
vehicle for their officer's use.
Council waived the bld process to
lease a Pontlac 6000 from Bob
Jeannotte Pontlac of Plymouth at
$395 per month on a 12-month
lease,

Although the auto theft preven-
tion grant Is funded for only 12
months, It can be continued for up
to five years.

creases at the tes and de-
ereases at Harrison High School had
reached ‘'crisis proportions,"
prompting the recent study.
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REDFORD COMMUNITY
25210 Grand Rwvet, Rodford, M

® Precite, elfectlve ireatment for rellel
of hemorrhalds.
 Quipationt, Mare canvenlent, less cosly.
17, e Camlortobls hame recovery.
Laser surgery s also avaltable for simple
wart temaval, foot prab
gynecological problams and plastic sutgery.

Laser Surgery

HOSPITAL
) 48240
Fot Information Call: 313.531-6200, Ex1. 458
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What Do You Do...

..when Grandma won’t take the kids?

ticipatlon of large schools sales. Due to bu

these sales were unclalmed. These mnchlncsdsnetllsiub}:
sold! Al machines offered are the most modern
l\nachlncs In the Necchl line. These machines are
MADE OF METAL and sew on all fabrics: Levi's, can.
Yas, uphalstery, nylon, streteh, vinyl, siik EVEN SEW
Qh LI:ATHE'R.' ‘These machnes aré new with a 25 year
warranty. With the new 1988 Necchi you just sef the
color-coded dfal and see magic happen. Straight sew.
K::En zigzag, buttonholes (m;’y si2e), invisible blind-

3 satin stitch, "
sew on buttons and snaps, topstitch elnsllc’slfl%gal.lmrxg:
ght stretch stiteh...all of

fessional serging stitch, strai
ithout the need of old (ashioned cams

1his and more. W

or programmers. You. Y
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ONE DAY ONLY!
Sheraton Oaks
2700 Sheraton Dr., NOVI
1-96 Exit No. 162 (Novi Rd.)
Sunday, January 17
10A.M. to 3 P.M.
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CUSTOM DECK EXP

274
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Let us help you design
a deck to compliment
your home and satisfy
your outdoor needs.

We feel that pressure
treated Ponderosa
Pine is the best
material for the job.
It's treated to a .40
retention. It has a
better appearance, less
warping and less

splitting than Yellow
Fﬁne. £
Lumber is guaranteed
for 30 years. - >
Free Design Service; Fre m“{?"%&.‘mi‘
H.A. SMITH
Lumber & Supplies
28575 Grand River slll:’el;r 8 Mile) Ever t:hlng
Hours: Monday-Fridny 7:30-5:30; Saturday 8:00.4:30 Treatod
474-6610 or 535-8440 Lumber

.when your kids have snow days and you don’t?
..when a meeting comes up and you have the kids?

2 Call: 9
o MYPLACE ¢
+ Qualily, hourly drop-In

‘

child care “where kids can
have fen."

3610 W. Maple {a¢ Lahset} 540-3702
Neat1o AaPe Bimiingham

32875 Northwestesn » 7373437
45.0f 14 Mile) ¢ Ezemingtun Ellly

M-Th 8 a.m. 11} pm. Fric 8 amet am., Sat 9 amet am.. Sun, 12:0 pn,

CASHMERE SWEATER

(A $99 value)
When You Buy a Lady's Cardigan At The Regular
Low Price Of Only

S‘I 1 9.95

MORE 35“5‘""2“"“ All Sizos + Al Golors

GIFT VALY :
Swnate LAl Top Quality
TNOWONLY Genuine Cashmark™ .
s5Q 95 ed

The Piccacilly Courtyard
358 South Woodward Avenve
Biemingham » 642-9350

Hunlers
21025 Orchard
Farminglon Hilla

Road
1-0981

Milender Centor Skywalk
333 East Jellorean Ave Suils 204

Deotvolt » 985.1260

ORCHARD-10 IGA W
24065 Orchard Lake Rd.
MON.-SAT. 8-9; SUN. 9-5

‘DOUBLE COUPON . -~

ORCHARD-10 gives you 100% more on all {cents’ olf)

_manufacturer’s coupons up to

and including 50* face value,

OTHER RETAJLEAS DO NOT DOUBLE AFTER 50*. EXAMPLE:
. A 75* COUPQ:

ORCHARD-10,.A 75* COUPON
"STORES, ‘A '1.00 COUPON I
ORCHARD-10 A DOLLAR COU

AT OTHER STORES IS WORTH ONLY 75 AT

1S WORTH *1.25. AT OTHER
S . WORTH. ONLY '1.00. AT
PON 1S WORTH '1.50. Other

retailers snd free coupons ax':ludug. Limit 1 coupon for any
one product. Coupon plus 100% bonus cannot exceed price
of the itom. All cigarette coupons at face value, Offer in offect

now through Sunday, Janu
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ary, 17, 1988. .

Round White
Potatoes

101b, Bag

| .89

~

Cut & Wrapped Free
Save .801b.

Caffelne Free, Sprite

Regutar or Light
Kraft Philadelphia

Cream Cheese

(PHILAGELPHIR )
CALAM CXLLST

[

:
9.

1.

.

or Squirt
o 80z Pkg.
1.89... 88
L 8 Pack g " >
| —— Ny
Campbells
Tomato Soup
10.750z.Can 2 9
Lmit3a M
q Soup is Good Food" J
IGA Tablerite H zed |
Pork Bult GalionJug
Roast or Steaks FAME .

Ora

Regular or Homestyle - 12 oz, Can
Tropicana

nge Juice

Q9




