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City OKs plan to review, update zoning laws

By Casoy Hans
staft writer

Garbage dumpsters and drive-through, fast-
food restaurants are nothing new.

But until a recent review of the eity's zoning
urdinances, older language, (rom as far back
as the 19505, did not recognlze the exlstence of
such modern conveniences.

The Farmington Planning Commlssion
voted 9-0 Jan. 11 to recommend Lo the eity
council that the entire package of zonlng ordl-
nances be updated. According to city manager
Robert Deadman, the updates are being pro-
posed in conjunction with a total recodlfica-
tion — a revision of the city code that s under
way and expected (o be completed this spring.

Planning commissioners William Ingalls,
Wiitiam Burke and Harry Lapham Jr. and city
manager Deadman recently completed a sev-

eral-month review and revision of the city’s
zonlng ordinances.

“It's not the most pleasant job, but It was
something that had to be done,” sald commis-
ston chalrman Norman Potts in pralsing the
work of the subcommlttee.

MANY OF the changes address office and
commerclal districts, some In the city's cen-
tral busincss district, which is golng through
changes of its own this ycar wlth strectscape
and sldewalk improvements.

Under the proposed changes, allowable
helght for buildings would be increascd from
20 to 30 feet in R-1-0, or One Famlly Offlee
Zanlng, where offlce bulldings abut resldential
neighborhoods.

The Increased helght allows bulldings to use
gabled roofs, Instead of the more traditional
office buildings, which have flat roofs. It
would also bring commercial bulldings into

compllance with residentinl  helght maxi-
mums.

Mere Interesting architeetural styles such as
colonial, cannot currently be used on an olflce
hullding in R-1-0 without a varlance, Dead-
man added. It pretty well throws design to a
flat roof bullding."

IN ADDITION to helght changes, mere vari-
ety In types of business would be added to the
1.0 District under the proposed changes.

ture. Outslde scating for restaurants would
also be allowed; merchants must currently get
special permission. The clty council would be
glven the power to grant speclal exception
uses in the Central Business Distriet.

In the city's Cluster Housing Zoning, con:
struction of a commons area for a condominl-
um devclopment were added in the proposed
z0ning changes, A commons must be finished
when the development is half complete, or a
Tetter of credit must be tiled with the clty inan

jent t plete the area.

amoun!

Financial, insurance and legal
would be allowed in such areas. Speclal excep-
tlans for computer services, electronic equlp-

d

OTHER CHANGES proposed to the zoning
would give planning commlssion-

ment and (N
sign firms and slmilar companics cauld also be
allowed by the planning commission.

Proposed changes for Central Business Dis-
trict Zoning would allow multifamily residens
tlal units in the downtown area and residentlal
and non-resldential uses within the same struc-

ers clther more or less power, depending on
the situatlon.

In speclal exception uses, for example, the
planning commission would replace the clty's
z;mlng board of appeals in making such decl-
stons.

But even with such a regulation,

By Casoy Hans
statl wrlter

Publicity
sought for
talks on
city’s plan

Farmington resldents should
receive better notification when
changes are proposed for the clty's
master plan, Oakland Street resi-
dent David Flanagan sald Jan. 11,

Farmington planning commis-
sioners concurred and directed city
adminlstration to draft an ordi-
nance amendment giving “broader,
more specllic” notlce to affected
restdents when master plan
changes are pro]

The ordinance chingc is to be

d at the next
meeting on Monday, Feb. 8.

The change was suggested at a
public hearing Jan. 11, where com-
ments on a revision of all the city's
zoning ordinances was being dis-
cussed. Flanagan raised the Issue
beeause of a past situatlon, where
he was concerned with the master
ptan and how it affected his down-
town neighborhood.

HE SUGGESTED (he commis-
slon consider written notiflcation,
by letter, to residents who live in
the area where changes are pro-

posed, similar to what is done for a
proposed zoning change.

This would allow residents inter-
ested in cither keeplng the master
plan the same, or changing it, to
speak at a public hearing. Current-
ly. the city publishes such notlfica.
tion in the form of a legal ad-
vertisement in a local newspaper.

T can certalnly sce . . . the pu
lic trust Involved” In making such
a change, sald commissioner Nan-
cy Lawton, “1 rcalize it is an incon.
ventence, but it's like a polite op-
portunity to notify (hose w'po have

“jt's not possible to please every-
body . . . she added.

WILLIAM BURKE, a commls-
sioner who worked on the city's
origlnal master plan, agreed a
change was in order but sald he
had no problem with the way the
city had been advising its residents.

“The lack of such a system has
never been indleative of a decep-
tion,” Burke said. “On the olher
hand . . . I think probably it would
be worth considering another sys-

SEARS

LIVONIA

trusted us as a

tem.”

Hills police recognized
for unique service, duty

Based upon the recommendatlon
of the Citation and Awards Commlt-
tee Dec. 17, the Farmington Hlils
Police Department made the foltow-
ing awards:
© LIFE SAVING ) "

sgt. D, Rochford, Sgt. C. Nebus,
Ofticer B. Cook, Offlcer B. De-
Grande, Officer C, Hubbard, Officer
D, Krause, Officer D, Loe, Offtcer J.
McKenze, Officer P. Monti, secre-
tary K. Gates, clerk, M. Miles: out-
of the

Officer B. ed
first aid to a 2-week-old infant who
had stopped breathlng.
© COMMENDATION

Officer R. Burkart, arrest of two
suspects for breaking and entering
of an occupied dwelling.

o CITATIONS

Officer A. Soderlund, arrested
three subjects for robbery armed.

Officer R. Tiderington, arrest of
one suspect for recelving and
concealing stolen property over

$100.
@ UNIT CITATIONS

Officer S. . Rochford, Officer N.
Summers, Officer D. Fox: outstand-
ing accomplishments of the Juvenlle
Section in 1987.

standing

Dective Section in 1987,

@ CIVILIAN CITATION
District Fire Chief R. Rebtoy, fol-

towed and provided Information

which led to the arrest of a driver

r?r manstaughter with a motor vehi-

cle.

@ LETTER OF APRECIATION

Officer P. Browne, handling of a
medical emergency on Sept. 26 in-
volving a victim of an industrial ac-
cldent, which resulted In the victim
regaining the use of his fingers.

Officer G. Kohls, assistance in the
arrest of three subjects for robbery
armed Aug. 12

Homeless, police get aid

Local activist Darlene Feldman Is
encouraging churches, scout troops
and other community groups to
*adopt-a-precinct” to help urban
lice depariments who must deal with
the homeless.

Farmington Hills Harrison High
Schaol is one of the first groups to
become involved by holding a blank-
et drive, she sald.

“It has spread beyond Detrolt,”
said Feldman, a Farmington Hills
resldent who recently started Opera-
tion Cover-up — an effort to bring
blankets 1o Detroit's homeless dure
ing the recent sub-zero weather.

Other clties, inciuding Pontlac and
Highland Park, are also in need and
are benefitting from the community
efforts.

The donatlon of blankets and boots
and shoes “is helping people and sav-
ing lives in ways we didn't even
think of,” sald Feldman.

POLICE OFFICERS are using the
blankets not only for the homeless,
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but at the scenes of accld where
victims run the risk of golng into
shock, she said.

1 sincerely want to set this up
.. . as something that will contin-
ue,” she added.

Feldman sald since her efforts be-
gan to distribute blankets on Detrolt
streets several weeks ago, she 1S re-
celvlng upwards of five calls per
hour from people offering to help,

Any group interested in “adopting
a precinet™ should call 851-8027,
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UNBELIEVABLY LOW PRICES
CARPET YOU CAN
BELIEVE IN.

DUPONT STAINMASTER®
CARPETS
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Just PER YARD

You can believe in DuPont
Certified STANMASTER Campet
from Evans Black. Because it
keeps reslsting stains long
after the best-known stain
guord fails, And because it's
certified and warranted by
Du Pont. Butyouwon't believe
the tow, sale prices at AR.
Kramer! Come In and see
Evans Black carpets In as
superb range of luxurious
styles and colors — at sale
pricesstarting fiomjust$9.95a
yard. Sale ends January 30th.
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