Dems target seniors’ health

AP — House Democrats have
unvelled an ambitious 35-bill “senlor
action plan® to protect Michigan's
growing elderly populatlon from in.
surance fraud, dlscrimination and
other abuses,

_The propesal, which Includes a
Ilouu—pnncd bil} ¢o help low-Income
senlor citizens pay for prescription
drugs, was highlighted by House
Speaker Gary Owen as a top legisla.
uvc priority for 1988,

t is from our perspective one of
the mosl Important Issues facing the
state,” Owen, D-Ypsilantl; told re-
porters,

THE PACKAGE s deslgned to
regulate the nxpandlng industry pro-
viding

senlor citizens, he sald. There was no
exact cost estimate for most of the
proposals.

“We think It's the single most sig-
nificant effort that's been made in a
long time," Owen sald,

Among highlights are bills to:

® Set standards for the sale and
mnrketlng of leng-term care and
supplemental health insurance poll-
cies, such as thosethat supplement
government Medlcare coverage,

@ Prohlbit nursing home dlscrim.
inatlon agolnst Medlcald patients.

@ Strengthen the authority of the
state attorney general to Investigate
suspected patient abuse In nursing
homes and provide Jall terms and
fines for nursing home owners, di-
rectors or who know-

eal
and houslng to Mlchlgun s 1.3 million

ingly permit patient abuse.

Edison shifts
Oakland offices

" Detrolt Edison Co. opened one new
customer office Tuesday in Novi and
will relocate its Pontiac office Feb.

18.

Three offices will be closed. The
Milford and Lincoln Center (Oak
Park) customer offices were closed
this week, and the Rochester offlce
will be closed Feb. 26.

The new Novi offlce will be in the
Novi Town Center, 43262 11 Mile,
near Grand River and Novi roads,

The existing Pontiac customer off-
Ice will move from §8 W. Huron to
the new Oakland Pointe Shopping
Center at 490 N, Telegraph,

“Our new locatlons are in arcas
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‘STOREWIDE SAVINGS 25% -50%

with high consumer traffic,” said
Maurtce L. Vermeulen, Detrolt Edi-
son's Qakland Divislon manager.
“Customers now will find it casler to
get information on products such as
security Hghting, helplnl tips on how
to make thelr lives more comfort.
able with clectric encrgy and assist-
ance with their monthly statements.

“In additlon, we are allocating
more employees to help Qakland
customers who call Detroit Edison.”
More than twice as many Oakland
County customers call the utility
compared to those who visit custom-
er offices.

® Increase protection for adulls
in court-ordered guardlanship rcla.
tionships,

® Create a state-issued Golden
Seal Card that older Michigan resi.
dents could use lo claim discounts,
reduced admissions and other spe-
cial services.

THE MOST ambitious and far-
reaching proposal is probably Rep.
Thamas Mathieu's bill to aubsidize
medical preseriptions for low-in-
come Michlgan residents age 62 and
older who carn less than $9,000 a
year, but still don't qualify for Med}-
cald.

Owen sald he supports Mathleu's
plan, but said that it would be up to
his {ellow House Democrats to (ind a
funding mechanism for the program,

'OU narrows
architects
list to 3 firms

‘Three architectural tirms in Mich.
igan have been sclected as finalists
in the competition to design Oakland
University’s planned $30 million sci-
ence building.

U recelved 23 proposals, picked
five firms for extensive presenta.
tions, and then selected as finalists
the firms of Harley Ellinglen Pierce
Yee Associates Inc;; William Kessler
& Associates Inc.; and Smith, Hinch.
man & Grylls Assoclates Inc.

OU has received state authoriza.
tion to sclect an architect. A recom-
mendatlon could be made by the
trustees as carly as February.

which he'sald could cost between $14
milllon and $40 miltlen.

The blll, which passed the House
last May, Is currently (n the Senate.
Owen sald one way to pay for the
preseription drug program would be
to close a number of Income tax
loopholes that now allow lottery
winners and military personnel to
skip paying state taxes.

“Most of our caucus belleve if
we're golng to pass this on to the
governor's desk, we're going to have
1o fInd ways to fund it,"" Owen said.

11I0USE JUDICIARY Committee
Chalrman Perry Bullard, D-Ann Ar-
bor, said that withln 30 years, one in
every five Americans will be over

e 85 and the stale nceds to start
dcatlng with their concerns,

“It Is time we get serlous about
removing barriers that deprive older
people of the opportunity to remain
independent,” Bullard said.

Bullard sald he hopes the Senate
Judiciary Committee will take up his
proposal Lo reform Lhe state's guar-
dianship laws Lo protect senlors
from prematurely losing thelr finan-
clal independence.
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State repeals
‘kiddie tax’ law

AP — A day after returing to ses-
slon, Lhe stale Senate last week
jolned the House In voling to repeal
Michlgan's new “kiddle tax” and
save young snow shovelers and baby
sitters from having to file 1987 tax

returns.

‘The blil cleared the Semate on a
vote of 32-3, The House had passed
an identlcal bill just the day before.

The bills would exempt anyone
‘who makes less than $1,500 last year
fram paylng state income laxes.

Supporters hope to shield children
who earn small amounts of money
from having to pay state income tax-
es under a little-known provision of
federal tax reform that escaped the
attention of state offictals last year.

‘THE ISSUE got prompt attention
as the Michigan Legislature held its
cpcning sesslon of 1988, Public

outery about the so-called “kiddie
tox” convinced legislatars to
dispense with it quickly.

State treasurer Robert Bowman
— who safd Gov. James Blanchard

supports the bill — said it would cost
the state $4 million to $5 million in
lost revenue,

But some lawmakers said that
anyone who made just $1 more than
the $1,500 Hmit would owe taxes on
the entire amount, or $69. However,
someane who mmcd exactly $1,500
would owe no state taxes.

“The blll is inequitable,” sald Sen.
Vernon Ehlers, R-Grand Rapids.
“We have to nchlcvc falrpess and

uity.”

'I'HE: PROBLEM was caused by
federal tax changes, which said chll»
dren who are clalmed as dependents
on their parents’ tax returns can't
claim themselves as a personal ex-
emptlon and aveld paylng taxes on
the first $1,500 they earned.

The new twist was intended to
prevent parents [rom shifting money
to thelr children's accounts to light-
en thelr own tax Joads,

But it also meant that a 10-year-
old with a lemonade stand would
have to pay state Income laxes on
the first dollar he earned in 1987.
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Our Warehouses Are Clear
New Merchandisels
On The Floor!

Still A Large Selection
Of Top Quality Furniture
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' BROSE BANISHES THE WINTER
BLUES! THIS JANUARY SALE

FEATURES CASABLANCA FANS
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