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Say yes

ON'T PLAY politics with the lives of
10,700 students.
Threats by some parents that they’ll
vote no in the upcoming Farmington
Public Schoots tax renewal election in protest to
citizens committee-proposed school attendance
boundary changes are ludicrous.

You don't jeopardize the education of this
community’s young people for the sake of mak-
ing an unrelated political statement.

Voters will consider renewing 5.75 mills of
Farmington Public Schools’ 32.5-mill operation-
al tax levy for 10 years. That tax rate is 9 per-
cent betow the average for Oakland County’s 28
school districts.

The renewal represents $8 million — 12 per-
cent of the district’s $66 million operating budg-
o Sweeping cuts, touching every facet of pro-
gramming, staffing and facility improvements,
undoubledly would accompany a no vote, Dozens
of classroom teachers, the largest employee
group, would be sent packing.

DON'T BE misled. The renewal would not be
nes tax. But the school taxes you pay won't nece
essarily stay the same. You may pay more if the
value of your property has gone up, a likely pros-
pect in a thriving district ranking among the top
five in the county in state equalized value.

But Farmington Public Schools voters have
never defeated a school tax renewal. There's no
good reason to slart now. Vote yes Tuesday, Feb.

Even though the inflation rate Isn’t running
wild, It's still a factor to be reckoned with. The
district's employee 'benefit costs, for example,
have climbed 19 percent to $6,6 million.

What's more, the district will soon have to pay
the employee portion of the Social Security tax,
to the tune of $1.6 million, said Michael Flana-
gan, deputy superintendent.

Wages for 1,900 employees vepresent the sin-
gle biggest component of the distriet’s budget: 75
percent. Trustees have tried to keep wages com-
petitive without breaking the budget. This year's
7-percent raise for teachers is midway between

OUR SCHOOL children are being cheated out
of 2 great American Heritage. The recent US.
Supreme Court decisi ing an 's

Renew 5.75 mills for schools

Censorship

High court teaches wrong lesson

You don't jeopardize the education
of this ity’s young peopl

for the sake of making an unrelsted
political statement.

the county's 6-8.8 percent range.

THE BALLOT proposal asks that the 5.75
mills be renewed without applylng Headlee Tax
Limitation Amendment for the 1988-89 school
year only. Headlee wotld apply to the remalinder
of the operational tax rate.

Property taxes generate 84 percent of the dis-
trict’s operating revenue, A school district with
rising property values, ltke ours, provides a sort
of built-ln mechanism to avold having to con-
stantly seck a higher property tax rate.

That should be clearly understood by voters,
who have just as much right to press for a lower
tax rate in the wake of increased property val-

ues.

“Truth in taxation” hearings held each spring
are where district taxpayers can stand up and
say, “Hey, you're getting more dollars because
property values are up. Make the case to us that
you need the extra dollars.”

DON'T TAKE quality education for granted, It
must be nurtured and actively sup| X

A community doesn’t slash $8 million from the
public school budget without a rippling effect
that punishes everyone to some extent, even the
the 1ds without a school-age chili.

Real estate Indicators show a correlation be-
tween the Farmington area's strong property
values and the quality of its schools,

So consider the tax renewal request on its own
merit, not in the unrelated context of the pro-
posed school attendance boundary changes. Make
it your business to vote responsibly,

Come Tuesday, Feb. 8, vote yes. More than
10,000 students are counting ~— make that de-
pending — on you.

In surveying the reaction of

action in blatantly censoring a high school news-
paper is a decision which endangers the future of
a free and open press.

The U.S. Supreme Court, retarded by its in-
ability to differentiate between social responsi-
bility and criminal conduct, has written a ruling
that will inhibit our children from learning one of
the most important tenets of our Constitution —
First Amendment rights — your right to infor-
mation.

A PRESS expert outlines the of

trators in the O&E

i ion area, we di ed
mixed feelings to the ruling. But
one message did ring clear. Many
educators lack an understanding
of the foundation of a free press
in our country or how a
newspaper works on a day-to-day
basis in this system.

e

Historic district pane|
should review Spicer

ONE GROUP isn't trying to steal
another’s thunder.

The city council isn’t Insulting the

parks and recreation commission by
asking historic district commission-
ers to conslder including Heritage
Park's Estate House in Farmington
Hills' historie district and to suggest
potential uses for the 62-year-old
structure,

Council members made it clear
they wanted the hard-working parks
and rec folks to continue developing
a use plan for the former Spicer
farmhouse and its out-bulldings.

Common sense dictates that two
groups with different expertise
working in concert toward a com-
mon objective should reap bigger
dividends than if bralnstorming and
fleld work were limited to just one

group,

Not only might historic district
commissioners propose ideas that
didn’t occur to their counterparts on
the parks and rec board, but they
might be able to better identify pro-
posals incompatible with histeric
preservatien.

Councllwoman Jean Fox praised
parks and recreation commlssioners
for caming “as far as they have with
ceverything we have expected.”

But, she sald, “I think by asking
input from the historic district com.
mission, you are only availing your-
self of some people very expert in
this field, who have dealt with many,
many homes that have been in this
condition, who have some expertise
that the parks and rec people could
A

kept

Just to improve the hause so it
meets bullding code and munlcipal
llabjlity requirements would cost
$150,000, based on early projectlons.
That’s before any structural im-
provements to accommodate speclf-
Ie ‘Itm

not be expeeted to have because
thelr main thrust is in another direc-
tion.”

MAYOR JODY Sorencn said the

Fox, a Jocal histo-
rian, strongly suggested that the his-
torlc district commission, which has
restored six other historle struc-
tures, might have a better fix on po-

historic district “very
obviously has a very keen interest in
the house and perhaps we were
negligent in not approaching both
commissions at the same time."”

Last week, council members re-
herated they didn't want the wreck-
er's ball anywhere near the house.

Mayor Soronen also distributed a
letter from parks and recreation
commission chalrman Dennis
Fi Hesald the
short-term goal was to develop reno-
vatlon plans and cost estimates for
turning the site into a visitor center,

Both actions supported city mana-
ger Whliam Costick's belief that de-
molishing the house was slmply “a
passing fancy” by some who “felt
that maybe something other than
preserving the house ought to be
done.”

GIVEN THE “panoramic view of
211 acres of pretty nice looking
land,” as Fitzgerald put it, the house
would seem to make an [deal visitor
center, provided that costs can be
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tentlal costs,

L Joe Alkateeb and
Aldo Vagnozzl were rightly con-
cerned about continually pouring
money into the house without a fix
on its future,

But a proposal from the parks and
rec board now seems likely in Feb-
ruary,
1IN A brief, but icebreaking state-
ment, . chairman Paul Blizman
should have allayed fears that his-
toric district commissioners had any
fntention of usurping thelr parks and
rec counterparts,

As he put Jt, “I've got no problem
in meeting with members of (he
parks and recreation commlsslon.
And I'm sure there are other meme
bers of the historie district commls-
sion who would be happy to meet
with the parks and recreation com-
mission, recognizing they have the
main responsibility for Heritage
Park."

1t that's not an Invitation to work
together for the common good, I
don't know what is.

Botsford is

this decision.

“In effect, It (the ruling) said you can learn
about the First Amendment in school but you
can't practice it. You can only practice it when
you get out of schoal.”

Because of this declsion our children will be
taught an ethic which approves of press censor-
ship. They will carry this new belief into adult-
hood, Newsrooms around the country will never
be the same when that mentality permeates
them. Neither will your access to lnlormn!l'un. .

ﬁr]e;“hospital

One ple of this was the
recent remarks by Livonla Churchill principal
Wwilllam MacFarland who believes the “rullng
doesn't limit First Amendment rights at all. Your
publisher controls your paper . . . I think that
they (the justices) established that the publisher
of a newspaper has a right to control its con-
tents.”

IN TRUTH responsible publishers and owners

In its ruling the court sald that a 5
Mo., high school principal did not violate stu.
dents’ free-speech right by ordering two pages
deleted from an issue of a student newspaper.

*“A school need not tolerate student speech that
is inconsistent with its basic educational mission

similar speech outside the school,”Justice Byron
R. White wrote for the court.

He sald judlcial intervention to protect stu.
dents’ free-speech rights is warranted “only
when the declsion to censor a school-sponsored
publication, theatrical production or other vehl-
cle of student has no valid fonal
purpose.”

The dissenting justices accused the court of
condoning “thought control,” adding “Such un-

ki for rights is In-

P

tolerable.”

In surveying the reaction of administrators In
the Observer & Eccentrle circulation area, we
dlscovered mixed feelings about the ruling. But
one message did ring clear.

Many lack an of the
foundation of a Iree press In our country or how a
newspaper works on a day-to-day basis in this
system.

even though the government could not censor -

never h yank pages of copy from an
edition as was done by the Missouri principal in-
valved In the Supreme Court case,

And responsible is the key word In this entire
debate, Responsibility is never taught by some-
one else taking an irresponsible action.

Unfortunately, the principal's attitude is typl-
cal of those who believe in the fiction of the
newsroom portrayed In old movies. Certalnly is-
sues are debated, arguments won or lost In the
newsroom environment, And many an editor has
been called on the carpet Ly a publisher,

But itably stories run b p
know the success of their products depend on
credibility. And a censored product just doesn't
haveit, .

As Plymouth high school student Cyndi Muell-
er sald, newspapers In this country were estab.
lished “'to be o watchdog" In society. We Jive in
the only country where that principle exlsts.
High school p aren't any tl

‘While home for the Christmas hol-
idays, I happencd to read your arti.
cle about Botsford Hospital. It re-
ported that HICFA, a governmental
agency, had cited the mortality rate
at Botsford Hespital to be higher
than average.

As a medical student and later as
an Intern, I can tell you that Bots-
ford Hospital had one of thefinest
training programs not just in Michl-
gan but in the country, Medlcal stu-
dents and post-graduate trainces
stood In line to be accepted for posl-
tlons at Botsford for a variety of spe-
clalties.

During my time at Botsford, I had
the opportunity to work on the neu-
rology service with John Raymond,
D.0., and Fred Marshall, D.O. They
offered top-notch care and tralning
by any standard, M.D. or D.O. Gas-
troenterology (internal medleine)
with Michae! Blederman was su-
perb. These physiclans taught us how
to take care of people]

Theso physiclans also served the
underprivileged at Zelger Hospltal
in downtown Detroit and this too

ical students myself, I am grateful
for the opportunity those men and
Botsford Hospltal gave me,

My parents have resided in Farm-
ington for many ycars. Health and
Education have been our “bag”
Take an “insiders” opiniom: the
Farmington arca has one of the fin.
est osteopathle hospitals in the coun-
try and can be quite proud of It.

Nicholas Abld, D.O.
board certified, psychlatry
Holland, Mich.

Tell us about
voting trends

To the editor:

In your Jan, 7 “Polnis of View,”
you asked us to let our legislators
know how we feel about the Kiddle

Tax.

T would like the names of those
scnators and representatives ‘who
voted for that tax from our locallty.
If we, as voters, are to make an in-
telligent declslon, when It comes to
putling an indlvidual In office or re-
moving them, than we need thosa
apecifics,

. While you're at it, tell us who's re-
spousible for the reinstatement of

was a very g exp
Now In practice and training med-

In this country, you don't have fo be licensed or
sanctioned to be a Journalist, You don’t have to
be part of the establishment. You just have to
have the will to tell the story of your community
ag you see it, whether it be the world, the state,
the city or your school.

Dick {sham general manager

Richard Brady director of advertising

auto testing,
the cigarette tax, drivers license
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Steve Barnaby managing oditor
Rich Perlberg assistanl managing aditor

Fred Wright director of circulation

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chalrman ol the board
Richard Aginian president

fees, the tax on alcohol for Wayne
County's fails, and the incrcased
parking fees at Metro, putting depos-
its on wine cooler bottles, and taking
the money from the lottery away
from the schools and putting it into a
general fund.

Give us thelr names, and when
they're up for re-clection, then, per-
haps, you'll sce the government
maore responsive to the wishes of the
governed.

T. James Zanott]
fovl

Bodily abuse
can be beaten

To the editor:

Physical abuse can be beaten. I
truly believe that.

Together as a city, we must joln In
this moral and soclal preblem, Will
you, with the help of the press,
teachers, police and city manager,
help me in this effort?

Money is not the anawer, Educa-
tion i3, Helping those that need it is.
1t we do not help, can we truly call
ourselves loving, caring human be-
ings? Open your eyes and hearts, A
child cries out for our help,

Vernoa C. Kielpinskl
Farmington Rills




