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Replacing Judge O’Brien ma

By Tim Richard
stalf writor

1t may take a few months before
John J. O'Brien is replaced as an
*Oakland probate judge.

O'Brien, 58, was automatically
*suspended from the practice of law
when he was convlcted last week In
U.S. Distrlct Court on two counts of
making false credit applications, ac-
cording to a spokesman for Lhe
Michigan Supreme Court. .
» “You must be an attorncy to be a
judge,” said Tom Farrell, the high
‘courl’s Information officer. That
would make O'Brien Ineligible to
scrve as a judge.
¢ “He haos the right of appeal,” Far-
yelt safd. “The Supreme Court may
or may not remove him,"

. THE HIGH court Tuesday cut olf
O'Brien’s $88,000-a-yeat salary and
‘continued his suspension. .

. O'Brien, a judge for 11 years,
‘could avold removal by resigning.
‘He has been drawing pay since belng
suspended in mid-1987 following his
indlctment.

* Greg Morris, personnel dlrector
‘for Gov. James J. Blanchard, said
“there are always people in llne" for
‘Judicial appolntments, “especlally in
‘Dakland with the highest per caplta
‘attorney population in the world.”

" But the process might be lengthy,
‘Morris sald, because although many
attorneys are being considered for
dhree Oakland judiclal appolnt-
‘ments, they aren't necessarily quali-
“fled for probate work.

. “The State Bar could say some-
‘onc's qualified for district or clircuit
court but not probate,” Morrls said.

THE PROCEDURE starts when
attorncys apply to the governor's
offlce for a specific appointment.
“We ask the Bar to evaluate the
‘qualifications of candldates. They
tell us who doesn’t have the qualifi-
cations,” he safd.

“We ask the Bar (o set an inter-
view date. We've already got a lot of
‘Judlctal vacancles. I'm not Ssure
.when we could set up a date,” he
:sald.
Morris sald hls office would set up
a file on the Oakland Probate Court
post only when it Is actually vacated,
either by Supremee Court action or
O'Brien's resignation.

Blanchard will make his appolnt-
ment from the st of candidates
cleared by the State Bar.

O'BRIEN’S ABSENCE has been
_hard on the four-judge bench, sald
_ Barbara Consillo, Probate Court ad-
. ministrator,

+ “We're coverlng his cascload,” she

s sald. At first a sitting judge from

! Monroe County was assigned by the

- Supreme Court administrator, Late-

ly, twe retlred judges — Loren
Campbell of Washtenaw County Pro-
bate Court and Carl Ingraham of the

» 48th District Court — have handled
O'Brien’s caseload.

‘ M. Rlchurdfn-obloek ]
Huron judge
"enters race

A Huron County circult judge has
cntered the Michigan Court of
Appeals race In the second district.

Judge M. Rlchard Knoblock, 44,
will seck nomination to one of the
two newly created seats in the Auvg-
ust primary. The district ‘covers
Oakland and 14 other countles
stretching to Lansing and Midland
but excluding Detroit and Wayne
County.

A nlne-year veteran of the bench,
Knoblock grew up In Port Austin,
carned a bachelor's degree from
. Michigan State University and a law
degree from Wayne State. He alsois
president of Catholic Family Ser-
vices in the Thumb Area.

Knoblock sald he has served on the
Court of Appeals as a visiting judge,
participating In 300 cascs and writ-
ing 100 opiniona.

Last week Marllyn Kelly, a
Bloomfleld Hills lawyer and former
member of the State Board of Edu-
catlon, announced her candldacy,

Diabetes
classes open

A series of six diabetes classea
will be held on Thursdaysfrom 7 to 9
r.m., in the auditorium of the Oak-

nd County Health Division's south
office, 37725 Greenfield, Southfield.
Classes begin Feb 25,

No feea are charged. Pre-roglster
becausa enroliment In lmited. To
reglster, call 424-7042,

. R

“The governor appoints a succes-
sor, That person goes up In the next
general electlon as in incumbent,”
she 231d, The new judge, if and when
appointed, would face voters in the
Aug. 2 primary and Nov. 8 general
election.

O'Brien was elected to a six-year
term in 1988. Almost five years are
left in his term.

THE JUDICIAL Tenure Commis-
slon recommended O'Brien's suspen-
sion when he was Indicted on three
federal counts of giving false credit
information.

‘We ask the Bar to set an interview
date. We've already got a lot of judicial
vacancies..I’'m not sure when we could
set up a date.’

— Greg Morris
governor’s aide

This week it asked that he be sus-
pended without pay.
Last Thursday, In the Ann Arbor

Federal Bullding, U.S. District Judge
George LaPlata — himself a former
Oakland clrcult judge — found

O'Brien gullty of two counts and in-

nocent of one, .
O'Brien faces a sentence of up

two years aod a $5,000 fIne on each

:-o?‘z'g LaPlata set sentencing for
‘eb. 29,

O'Brien was convicted of failure
to list more than $76,000 in debts on
a loan application to the Oakland
County Employees Credit Union in
August of 1084 and fallure to lst
mare than $85,000 (n debts when ap-
plying for a loan from Truck and
Coach Federal Credit Unlon In De-
cember 1984,

In March 1985 O'Brien filed for

y take months

personal bankruptcy In federal;
cou ;

JOSEPH REGNIER, the tenure
commission’s executlve director,-
said Jast October that “I cannot equ-.
ate Judge O'Brien’s conduct in this:
;mu’gr as purely a personal prob-
em."

He sald O'Brien's flnanclal prob-
fems involve many of the same
banks, credit unlons and thrift instl-
tutlons that have business ln his

court.

Regnler added that false loan ap-
plications were made not “‘once or
twice but 21 times over four years.”

Isn‘titnice
to have Blue around?

Amazing, isn't it, how a little blue card in

your pocket can take such a load off your

mind and provide such an aura of security?
Amazing perhaps, but very understand-

able. After all, when you carry a

card from

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan,
you have the most welcome, most recog-

nized card around.

In fact, whether you're part of Blue Care
Network, our statewide group of HMOs,
Blue Preferred Plan, our PPO, or Blue :
Traditional, you have dccess to more quality
care in more places than anyone else can

give you

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan.
What's been true for 50 years, still is.
When it comes to that nice warm feeling of
_knowing you're coVered, theres nothing -

belter to have around.

of Michigan

‘Blue is better.




