5.75-mill tax renewal goes to voters Feb. 9 -
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dous loss in our ability to provide in-
structfonal personnel.”

Employee wages and benellts
make up 75-80 percent of the budget,
sald Michael Flanagan, deputy su
perintendent.

Despite an ambltlous facility im-
provement plan adopted last year,
only emergency repalrs would be
done in the face of an $8 million
budgel reduction, Flanagan added.

The ballol proposal has a clause
asking that the Headlee Tax Limita-
tlon Amendment not be applied to
the 5.75 mills for the first year only,
It would apply to the remalnder of
the district's operatlonal tax rate of
37.29 mili3 and to the remalning nine
yc{-ndn of the 575 mills, Flanagan
sald.

The clause Is a “necessary legal
statement,” Flanagan sald, because
of the February clection date. Had
the election been held after May 31,
the clause would not have been nec-
essary because Headlee would not
have applled to the renewal for the
1988-89 school year.

BECAUSE OF its timing, the tax
renewal election has brought subtle
threats of defeat from some parents
angry with recent proposals to
cihnnge school attendance bounda-
Ties,

Other . parents have incorrectly
tied the tax renewal request to bulld-
ing a new school, one of the propos.
als to alleviate overcrowding at the
clementary level. A new school
would require a bond issue,

The renewed millage would be
used only to run day-to-day dlstrict
operatlons,

- was necessary to hold the elec.
tion in February, Flanagan sald, to
assure timely budget planning in an-
ticipation of the “truth In taxation"
hearing held each May, “Truth in
taxatlon” allows voters to ask the
district to document why it shouldn’t
cut the tax rate In proportion to any
increase in property values.

“Because we're asking voters spe-
clfically for permission to levy 5.75
moills in 1988-89, we feel we're entl-
tled to the full value of the 575
mills,” Flanagan sald.

UNDER HEADLEE, authorized
taxes levied by governmental units
must be decreased if money generat-
ed by inar;n.;ed property lax assess-
ments 7! y & greater percentage

* than the U5, Consumer Prico Index.

The -CPI~which-reflécts 'theana-_ !

tlon’s inflation. rate based on a
breadbasket of goods and services,
was computed at 1.9 percent last
year, maialy because of a sharp drop
in gasoline prices.

That CPI, the lowest In 20 years,
cut the Farmington district’s levylng
power by nearly 4 mills. The district
currently can Jevy no more than 33
mills of the 37.29 mills authorized by
voters. This school year, the district
is levying 31.75 mills.

“We don’t know how Headlee will
affect us next year, but we're proba-
bly only golng to be allowed to levy
33 mills,” Flanagan added.

The district chose not to levy the
full authorized tax rate for the past
six years, even after Headlee had
been applied, because the district
has been a hotbed for land develop-
ment and increased property values,

But the likelihood of having to ab-
sorb $1.8 million in Social Security
tax payments for Ils 1,900 employ-
ecs and $508,000 in start-up costs,
exclusive of classroom teachers, to
open a new school may require the
full authorized levy in 1986-83 if cur-
rent programming s to be maln-
tained, Flanagan sald.

NO LONGER cliglble for opera-
tional state school ald, Farmington
Public Schools relles on local prop-
erty taxes to generate 84 pereent of
its revenue. State or counly reim-
bursements for speclal education,
vocatlonal educatlon and transporta-
tion programs produce (he rest, ac-
cording to a 1987 report by Superin-
tendent Lews, :

Employee benefit costs in Farm-
Ington rosc 19 percenl this year,
while energy increased 10 pereent
and supplies 5 percent. The Farm-
ington Education Assocation, which
represents 750 teachers and fs the
district’s largest employee group,
received a 7 percent pay increase.

Gasoline and computer costs were
down, but they represent less than
one half percent of the budget. “Over
99 percent of our budget components
Increase every year,” Flanagan add-
ed. “We even expect gas to go up
next year.”

OTERS REGISTERED as of
Jan. 11 can vote Feb. 9,

Absentee voter ballots are avall.
able from 7:30 a.m, to 4:30 pm. at
the school board office, 32500
Shiawassce, Farmington. They are
due by 4 p.m. Monday, Feb. 8.

‘The board office also will be open
from 10 a.m, to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 6 to recelve absentee voter ap-
plications. In emergency cases only,
absenlee voter ballots may be re-
quested up to 4 p.m. on election day.
They are due by 8 p.m.

Polls wili be open on election day
from 7 a.m. to B p.m.

o.

daries and school .

Farmington High 's 750-seat auditorium was near

Parents say no
to boundary plan
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mulating a final plan by the end of

March,

“Basically, we're reshuffling the
deck of 13,000 people here,” sald
Farmington Hills psychotheraplst
Robert Klotz, referring to the nearly
11,000 studeats and 2,000 employees

Several parents had discussed the
proposed redistricting with Klotz
several hundred attended Tuesday's
board study sesslon. Klotz was one of
about 30 citizens to speak.

i KIDS will

st THE

adjust,” Kiotz sald. “One of the big-
gest things we're dealing with Is the
unknown.”

While some parents sec the redis-
tricting issue as a problem, “others
see It as a crisls,” he sald. Reactlons
of children who are moved can
range from stress, acute anxiety to
some cxplosive behavior, he added.
““The ones least able to handle the
stress will be the most affected.”

Most of ‘the parents appeared
calm and organized as they spoke at
a school board study session. Some
suggested the district get profession-
al planning advice and consider al-
ternative plans, which would move
as few children as possible. Alterna-
tives presented by assistant superin-
tendent Mary Lou Ankele and other
parents received applause from
those attending the three-hour meet-
ing at Farmington High.

‘We've been here be!‘ore," sald

« .« "attempt to oo

fects us once?™

Pat Daniels, member of the Con-
cerned Parents Coalition, which was
formed around the redistricting is-
sue, called the plans to shift elemen-
tary boundaries “damaging to chil-
dren” and “unnccessary.”

“WE DO have a problem,” Danlels
sald, reading from a preparcd state-
ment. “Somethlng must be dene. But,
that something should be a ratlonal,
long-term solution and not an (nef-
fective Band-ald non-answer."

Another parent, William Prein-
inger, spoke to the difference ln
crime statlstics In the varlous ele-
mentary areas, He cited Farmington
Hills police statistics, which showed
more complaints In the Willlam
Grace area comparcd with the
Beechview area, “This is the envi-
ronment {n which our chlidren are
educated,” he added.

Tuesday night's study scssion was
held in a “town meeting” format, en-
couraging discussion and Ideas for
the future of Lhe district, which
serves the growing population of the
Farmington area.

Many of the parents had organized
during the past two weeks alter re-
celving coples of the propesals for
the elementary level, They present-
ed petitions containing more than
2,000 signatures gathered during the
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Tuesday night.

AT LEFT: Brookhlll Estates
residents Kelth Battle (feft)
and Robert McCubbrey favor
their children stsying in the
Wood Creek attendance
boundary district. :

Staff photos

by
Randy Borst

past week, as opp to the plan
began to grow.

Development of the plans involved
37 parents, elther at the sub-commit-
tee level, or on the boargnnppolnted,

parent and Kimberly
president Larry Meathe, referring to
past school controversles lnvolving
bullding closings and centralized
kindergarten programs. “Why don't
we get a professlonal, long-term co-
hesive plan together so it only af-

panel,
which coordinated the Information
from the three levels. Although there
was opposition to the plan, many
parents thanked those who had de-
voted many hours to compiling the
Information.

Boundary options wide-ranging

Sectlon 27 and Wood Creek In sections 13 and 14,

Bi Casey Hans

statf wriler

School trustees were Jeft Tuesday with a grab bag of
ideas to help them plan where Farmington students will
attend school. .

Bullding a pew elementary, alternative “magnet”
schools, year-round schools, bullding additions and
boundary changes were discussed during a study ses-
slon. -

A written plan of boundary and facility changes was
also submitted by a board-appointed citizens panel and
its sub-commiltees. y

Tuesday, parents spoke against part of the plan which
suggeals boundary shifts at east side elementaries.

The board must make a decision on any boundary or
facility changes by late March, when they are cootrac-
tually obligated to let district employees know of job
changes. Offlclals have 2ald changes need to be made as

An additional 314 students from Beechvlew, Forest,
Longacre in sections 7, 18, 17, 19, 20 and the western
portions of sections 16 and 21 would atlend a new school
proposed to be built by the fall of 1890, Also In 1990,
gall portions of sections $ and 32 would be redistrict-

® MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL

Although no change is proposed for middle schools
this fall, It was recommended the sub-committec re-
maln togelher to discuss future boundary and facility
concerns,

Schools can handle current populations, but Power
Middle School Ls at capacity, which may require future
boundary changes, the report sald.

@ HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL
The i

early as this fall to alleviate
at the elementary level,
‘Assistant superintendent Mary Lou Ankele preseated
several oplions, suggesting the district survey the com-
;nunl(y to determine what alternatives would be pre-
e

rred. R

Her alternative of bullding a new school, but ke.:ﬁlnn

the students who will eventually go to the new achool

together In another facllily “instead of displacing . . .

students” through temporary boundary chang W
dl and several

e trict is not large enough to sup-
port a magnet-type school, which would attract students -
with similar interests to one building. But It should be a

strong future cons!deration, the committee'report sald.
t num!

After and pre
from feeder middle schools, “the existing . . . bounda-
rles appear {0 be reasonable” for Farmington, Harrison
and North Farmington, the report sald, “provided stu-
dents attend the school In thelr designated area.” -
Because of speclal exceptions to the boundaries, there
of 404 students between. Harrison,

s,
applause from the

comments.’ :
The main thrust of the evening was to hear findings of
the 3%- month citizen study. ’ :

® ELEMENTARY LEVEL . .
The cltizens’ plan proposes boundary shifts which
would affect 598 elementary studenis thls fall at:
Beechview In Seclion 24, Flanders la sections 37 and 38,
Gill in Sectlon 33, Willlam Grace in Section 38, Ken-

s a P
which has tho fewest number with 913, and North, which
hay the highest number with 1319, C -
The cltirens '&lnel is recommending that beginning
this fal); all ninth graders — including siblings — attend
the school within thelr boundary, current studenta bo
allowed to remain at thelr respective schools, the board
rescind special exceptions allowed last year, and that
students in Sections 15, 16, 17, and 13 north of 11 Mile
and south of the 1-698 freeway currently in the North
] area be ferred to Harrison.

brook Lo Sectlon 15, Larkshire in Sectlon 27, L [

) .
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THROUGHOUT OUR STORE
FURTHER REDUCTIONS

learance

« DESIGNER SPORTSWEAR AND DRESSES
« WOMEN'S DRESSES * SPORTSWEAR « SUITS
* MATERNITY » HANDBAGS * SHOES » ACCESSORIES
« MENSWEAR * CHILDRENS » MISS J » MR. J
« HOME FURNISHINGS » ACCESSORIES FOR THE HOME

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Jacobson’s

Wo welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Express® Card.

Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursdsy and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




