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Modern music attracts large audience

A full audlence for the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra is rare at Ford
Auditorlum. It was even more rc—
markable for last weckend's
gram In view of the fact that lhe
program consisted exclusively of
20th century musle.

Of course, not just any 20th centu-
ry music would have done it. This
program featured two of this centu-
ry's leading masters — Stravinsky
and Shostakovich. The bailet
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Is a scasoned con-
ductor, known from previous ap-
pearances in this arca, Presently he
1s the musle director of the Halle Or-
chestra in England. He demonstrat-
cd his alflnity to this carly 20th cen-

. tury Russian muslc. Stravinsky's

warks. The Symphony No. 1 by Shos-

Polish d Stanislaw

ability as a planist as well as an
orches(rnlur is reflected In

takovich is Jess often performed, but Skrwaczewskl was a subslitute for

of this P s

hls countrymnn Wltold Rowicki, who

13 one of y's
most beloved and approachable

Kottler

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal writer

The Sunday Sampler Scries is a
new Detrolt Symphony Orchestra
mini-scries at Orchestra Hall. The
first was last Sunday. For those who
are accustomed to the Orchestra
Hall environment, this program was
unusual. Those arriving found them-
selves In the worst traffic jam of the
season. The parking lots, filfed to ca-
pacity, had to turn potentlal custom-
ersaway,

The attraction was this arca's
most respected living legend — pla-
nist Mischa Kottler, who played the
Second Piano Concerto by Rachman-
inoff, -

His presence may have oversha.
dowed that of another Latented musi-

gt and
style,

was d to make his DSO de-
but enthis occasion, but had to cancel.

" The former Is mani-
1csled in some virtuosie plang pas-
sages, done 50 imprmlvely by Mu
riel Kitlby, DSO &

Ipants such as the conductor laure-
ate, asslstant conductor are promi-
nently llsted on the program, It is
puzziing that an actlve participant
such as Killby doesn’t merit some
mention,

Other solos by various sectlon
principals in both works were also
ouistanding. But the overall quality
of the orchestral sound under the su-
perb leadership of Skrowaczewski
wns the element that elevated this
most of the time,

In v[cw o( the fact that non-partic-

Even the few brass

problems couldn't diminish the over-
ali Impact of this performance.

While the Shostakovich symphony,
was written when the composer wax
only 19, it is neverthcless a ripe and
subsumual work. The tongue-in-
check style is contrasted with the se-
rene, philosophical atmosphere of
the slow movement. The last move-
ment features an unusual cadenza
for the timpani. The performance
was an appropriate tribute to Shos-
takovich, one of thls century’s great-
est

conveys spirit of Rachmaninoff

clan, 20-year-old Joshua Bell, who
performed Mendelssohn’s  Violin
Concerto in E Minor, However, Bell
was the only sololst for the Friday
mornplng and Saturday programs.
Those programs also opened with
the rarely performed Scherzo
Capriccloso by Dvorak. The one dif-
ferent Item on those program: was

review

these each

other in one event is rare indeed.
Bell has had more tours and ap-
with major orchestras

the work * " by the
contemporary Amerfcan composer
John Adams, instead of the Rach-
maninoff concerto. I attended only
the Sunday program.

Affilliate Artist Conductor Ste-
phen Steln was on the podium. He
was appointed music director of the
Anchoragé Symphony last year,

Many programs feature gifted
young performers. Others present
the experience of older age. Having

than many older artists, After hear-
ing his performance of the Men-
delasohn concerto, one may under-

hat baffled and confused with
the formalities on the stage, Howeyv-
er, these are the least important as-
pects otgepcr(ormlnx artist's carec‘:r

noff p and played this con-
certo in his presence, The [rults of
this encounter are still enjoyed by
listeners half a century later.

Kottler rehearsed for this concert
at Ford Auditortum with a dmmm
plano. Also the bright

are able to bring out lts spirit so con-
vinclogly.

Another integral part of Kottler'’s
approach, is his uncompromising in-
tegrity. He would bave no part in
bluffing or shortcuts, the music Is.
far more lmpomm than any supef-

Orchestra Hall balhcrcd his trouhlcd
vision. Such adverse factors would

stand why. Beyond secure
his tone quality and balanced, well-
shaped phrases are of a kind that are
rarely heard, even with Uhls often.
performed concerto. Musically, he
sounded llke an

and will n
the future,

To receive a standing ovation
froma audience may

be rare. But in this city only one art-
ist, Mischa Kottler, gets Iwo stand-
Ing ovations — the first one before
the performance. It would be hard to

artlst, He only betrayed his age after
the performance, when he seemed

Minor flaws detract from

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal writer

Planist Leszek Bartkiewlez s
wetl-known to area chamber audi-
ences. He immigrated from Poland a
few years ago and has been featured
on numerous programs, many spon-
sored by the Frlends of Polish Arl.

An addltion to his concert Sunday
was his slster — Urszula Bart-
kiewicz, an accomplished harpsicho-
ridst. She stlil llves In Poland and is
here on a visit. Their program at
Wayne State’s Communily Arts Au-
ditorlum opened and closed with
concerti for wo keyboards by Bach
{without the orchestra).

In between, they appeared indivi-
dually with suited for

played more traditional plano works
hyd hubert, Rachmaninoff and Cho-
i

Some aspects of this event could
have been improved upon. The first
Is non-muskcal In nature. When an-
nouncements are made from the
stage, it Is next to Impossible to hear
the speaker without a microphone,
even In a modcrale sized hall. The
resulting strain and aggravation,
even though only marginal, lends lo
interfere with the total fulfillment.

If announcements have to be
made, one should either use a micro-
phone or, if one is unavallable,
choose a person with o strong speak.
Ing volee,

Another aspect has to do with the
em-

thelr specialtles. In the first part,
she played works by such famillar
names as Byrd, Couperin and Scar-
lattl and also works by lesser known
Elizabethan and baroque Polish
composers. In the second part. he

[3

of the
selves. In the first portlon, which
featured numerous short, obscure
harpsichord selections, it was some-
times hard to teil when one ended
and the next began. While a tralned
listener could distinguish between

Wednesday and Fridays
12-4 p.m.
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the Couperin suite and the Scarlatti

sonatas, others trled in vain to guess

the works. An introductory an-
with a ml

would have been benellclal,

These factors tended to diminish
the Impact of the skiilful perform-
ance, of Urszula Bartkiewlcz, who
used replicas of a 16th century in-
strument and a larger 18th century
one, built by Thomas Slul from
Smith Creek, who was present.

In the two Bach concerti, the pi-
ano overshadowed the harpsichord,
In spite of efforts to accomptish a
better balance, The results were bet-
ter in the flnal Bach Conccrto in €
Major — the only one of the three
orlginatly written for two keyboards.
(The first C minor Is better known
today in the version for violin and
oboe).

imaglne more revered
and respected here, One relevant
item Is that Kottler met Rachmani-

music

The peak was reached with the pl-
ano works in the second partion —
Schubert’s three ptano pieces written
toward the end of his life, Rachmanl-
nofi’s short “Litacs” piece and Cho-
pln’s Barcarole and Polonalse in A
Flat. Only in the latter did Bar-
kiewlcz run into some occaslonal
problems. For the most part, he
demonstrated hls contlnued growth
as a pianist and musical artist.
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doom the of a lesser pi-
anist. But it would take much more
Ilhan that to diminish Kottler's bril-
iance.

The late romanticism of Rach-
maninoff’s style becomes a reality
when performed by Kottler. There
are several planists who can masler
the demanding technlque of this con-
certe, but I don't know of any who

ficial sh the flrst,
theme of the [inal movement, for ex-
ample, he preferred to slow down
the tempo somewhat [nstead of
skipping some of the fast notes,
which qulte a few other planists da,

This concerto, with its fluctuating
templ and rhythms, is extremely dif-
ficult to conduct. Stein was equal to
the task in splte of some tenuous
moments, Kottler responded to the
cheering audlence by playing Chop-
lin’s Nocturne in F Sharp Major as
an encore.
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Enjoy- A French Toast

at Farmington Hill's
Freshest Brunch!
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French Toast with five fresh fruit sauces :
* Appetizers ® Fresh Fruit Platters ® Hot Entrees -:
* Egg Dishes ¢ Breakfast Meats » Lox & Bagels
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