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By Joanno Maliszaweki
staif writor

Tien Marks will be the Farmington IS Clty
Council's first llaison to the Farmington school

board.

Mayor Jody Soronen’s appolntment of
Marks as ilaison follows his Inltiation of the
unprecedented first joint city councll and
school board meeting in December.

‘The appointment met with little comment,
cxcept from councilman Aldo Vagnezzl, “I'm
glad we're doing this. It was something I'd llke
to have been constdered for,” he sald.

Marks® first job will be to get to know the
schoo! board trustees. “He's very Interested In
having better relations (with school officials),”

Ben Marks
New school ligison

Board rescinds limits on board service

said school trustee Helen Prutow, the schoal
board’s laison to the clty council. “The prima-
Ty thing Ls to just keep in touch,”

At this polnt, Marks docsn't have a plan to
{follow {or his new duties. “I'm going to have to
play it by ear, If the city is remotely Involved
or concerned, 1 can come back to the counctl
wlth first-hand Information. IU's better getting
it (Information) on a first-hand basis.”

MARKS SAID he intends to attend school
board meetings and do a lot of listening.
“Whether I'll act as a member of the audlence
or otherwise, I'll have to figure it out.”

Stil), Marks sald he intends to respect the
difference in responsibilitles between the city

and the school district. “In no way am 1 golng
to try to fashlon their polley.”

Marks also Is hoplng school and city efficlals
schedule another joint mecting within the next
few months. Marks was Instrutnental in sched-
uling the flrst jolnt meeting in December,

The meeting was designed to allow cleeted
offlclals in the schoals and city to get to know
each other and develop a better understanding
of each others’ points of view, |

While there have been occaslonal rumors of
rifts between the two political bodies, there’s
littte doubt that administrators In the schools
and city have a successful working relation-
ship, Marks sald.

“I DON'T cver think (here has been an

Council picks Marks as school board liaison

adversarlal situatlon (between the councl) and
school boatd), but there has been an aura of
that. 1 want to put that to rest once and for
all,” Marks told councll members and school
trusices.

Al the December meeting, officlals
highlighted numcrous ways the city and
schools nlready work together, plus discussed
other ways to cooperate In future ventures.

Police and {Ire programs in the schools, edu-
catlon programs through the parks and recre-
atlon department, sharing of election func.
tions, community library programs, student
government day, and school muslc groups en-
tertaining at community events are examples
of cily-school cooperatlon.

{

Policy sought
to increase
involvement

By Joanno Maliszawsk(
statf writer

mayor,” counciiman Ben Marks

said.

SOME MEMBDERS, many now
considered experts because of their
knowledge and years of service on
certain  boards, were forced lo
choose which board they wished to
contlnue serving.

Fox, 8 former member of three
boards, Including the city's two hls-
torle and the zoning

The death of a Farmington Hllls
City Council appolntment pollcy pro-
duced far less fanfare than its con-
troversial birth.

in a unanimous vote Monday, the
city council rescinded its Tess-than-
year-ald policy, which has been pub-
licly chided since its adoptlon in
February 1987.

» “1 feel this policy, as adopted by
dthe city council, is not in the best in-
terest of the ¢lty.” councilwoman
Jean Fox said, The poliey “discrimi-
tes against many of our cltizens
ho have served our city long and
faithtully,”
. Designed to entlce newcomers to
xhe city's boards and commlssions
tand Lo limit long-scrving members,
The policy prohidlted members {rom
‘ferving on more than one board at a
Rime.

Counct! members sald they prefer
the mayor, as required by city char-
ter, to have the discretion to make
appointments, with council approv-
al. If it's determined that a board
member is serving on tno many
boards, the mayor can choose not to
reappoint the person Lo one or more
of the boards, councll members said.

“I'm very happy we decided to go
back and leave it in the hands of the

board of appeals, was forced to
make such a decision before her city
councll election candidacy earlier
this year,

The decision 1o resclnd the polley
was suggested last week by Marks,
who origlnally suggested the polley
In early 1987. At the time, counchi-
woman Jan Dolan and former coun-
cllwoman Joan Dudlcy were strong
supporters.

Marks suggested rescinding the
policy after councllman Aldo Vag-
nozzl suggested that some excep-
tions or clarlfication of the policy
were needed. At the time, Marks
said it didn’t appear the policy en-
tlced many newcomers® applications
for appointment,

But Monday, a llst of more than 60
new appllcants, many applying for
more than one board, was issued to
the councll. Whether the policy or
the city's efforts to publicize the
boards and commissions prompted
the deluge of applications, lsnt cer-
tain.

Councilman Terry Sever believes
the policy should be credited. And he
believes that with or without the pal-
icy, the mayor should heavlly consid-
et the new applications. “I like the
idea of it (appolntments} being
spread around. I certainly think the
mayor should lake that into ac-
count.”
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11 feel this policy, as adopted by the
city council, is not in the best interest

of the city.’

— Councilwoman Jean Fox

COUNCILWOMAN Jan Dolan
echoed Sever’s remarks. “I'm pleas-
antly surprised by the number of ap-
plicants that have come in.”

Dolan sald she encourages the
mayor to consider the large number
of applications in making appoint-
ments when many board and com-
misslon lerms expire in February.

Advertising for applications
through various media oullets — the
Farmington Observer, clty
newsletter and cable televislon —
was suggested by Vagnozzl shortly
after his clectlon in November.,

Marks told the councl] that {f any
member cannot support a mayoral
appolntee, they should let the mayor
know before appointment dlscussion
to avoid public

Marks satd he doesn't belleve that
constitutes dolng councll business
over the telephone.

Mayor Jody Soronen agreed, add-
ing It's & matter of courtesy for
councit members to let the mayor
know If they disagree or have con-
cerns about an appointee.

The council also declded it wlil
send letters of acknowledgement to
appointment appllcants Informing
them thelr applications have been
recelved. Thank you letters also will
be sent to those who are not appoint.

And as suggested carlier by Vag.
nozzt, current board members whose
terms are about to expire will be
zent a letter or be called to be asked
;vlleu:er they wish to be considered
or
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