Blanchard, GOP boost school ‘quality’

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

‘There's a stampede of Interest n
educatlonal quality. And lo hear Re-
publican legislators tell it, Gov.
James J. Blanchard is foltowlng the
parade, not leading k.

Property tax reform is low on the
State Capitol agenda,

“Some worship at the altar of per-
pupil spending,” sald treasurer Rob-
ert Bowman, the Democratle gover-
nor's economic right arm, in a scoff.
Ing tone.

“But quality means quallty, nat
spending per pupil. We can achleve
it without going Lo the ballot, A one-
cent sales tax increase & not pro-
posed in the State of the State mes-
sage,” Bowman told the Lansing
press corps in a mid

failed to address the wide disparity
between revenuc available to rich
school districts like Birmingham and
Southfield versus poorer and,rural
districts,

“We nced to
come to grips with
the growing
disparity,” sald
Sen. Rudy Nlichols,
R-Waterford, auv-
thor of a-year-old
plan to reduce
school property
taxes and pump

more state money
Rudy Nichols [, caucation.

“It's like something out of Dick-
ens, ‘A Tale of Two Cltles” — rich
and poor’school distrlets.

“We're in agreement on quallty

brieflng.

“He's nol pulting a sales tax in-
crease on he table,” sald press sec-
retary Tomn Scott.

TWO OAKLAND County lawmak-
ers were unhappy that Blanchard

Annual

and *' said (he second-
term scnator.

Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
Hills, sald Dlanchard is “avolding
the issue of Michlgan's extremely
high property taxes and the need for
constitutional changes and leglsla-
tive changes that would give reliet.”

* JANUARY .

But Faxon add-
ed, "I don’t think
he could have. I
don’t think there's
a consensus in the
cducatlonal  com-
munity.”

Runnlng across |
the list of Blanc-
hard programs,
Faxon said most B
are already in ex- x e
Istence butyun{undcd."m Faxon

As for the “cholce” proposal, Fax-
on sald, “It doesn't mean much In
small districts where there are few
schools to choose fromn.””

Showlng some irritation, Faxon
said he's “‘the longest scrving leglsla-
tar kn school activity, and he (Blane-
hard) has yet to talk to me about it.”
Iannn was [irst elected {o the House

n 1964,

BLANCHARD DIDN'T absolutely
close the door on secking voter ap-

proval of a penny increase in the
sales tax (0 5 cents. But he showed
his coolness Lo the idea by advocal-
Ing:
® A baltat Issue for $800 millien
in general obligatlon bonds for pollu-
tion control, solid waste handling
and loxic dump cleanups as a flrst
priority.

® Saying, through Bowman, he
would “keep an open mind” on a

S shift to a sales tax as step 3 behlnd 1)

quality improvements and 2) “clos.
ing loopholes” to bring in $250 mil-
lion In new revenue,

‘Those “loopholes™ are higher bank
taxes, higher Insurance laxes, ex-
tending the income tax to military
paychecks, and taxing large state
Lottery winnings.

Republlcans cotitinue to be op-
posed to that plan,

A SHIFT to higher sales taxes in
return for lower school property tax-
s has been in a program proposed
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by Rep, James Kosteva, D-Canton,
and the Harden Commission appoint-
ed by the State Board of Education.

Senate Majority Leader John En-
gler of Mount Pleasant said Republi-
cans wanted to “work logether to
bulld a eonsensus finance plan that
incorporates significant property tax
rellef and a 1-cent increase in the
sales tax.” That was ln a news re-
lease last Friday, .

But that tax shift ldea is Josing fa-
vor in Lansing.

“It was never a high priority,”
said Sen. R. Robert Geake of the Re-
publican caucus. Geake's northwest.
ern Wayne Counly constituents “fec]
property taxes are too high. but

they're not willing to have other tak<""
s raised on a dublous premise that ¢
property taxes will be lowered,” "¢ *
Treasurer Bowman and Republi-'%
can Rep. Lyn Bankes, a member of
the House Education Committee,
were agreed that a sales tax
wouldn’t be deductible on the federal *
income tax return, whereas properiy "
taxes are deductible. el
And Nichols had “reservatlon
about the sales tax.” But a year of-
hearings on his reform plan afe'’
bringing him to the conclusion that it
will be extremely gifficult to lower'>
property taxes without a sales tax™
hike — ‘an idea he would look at re-
luctantly.
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STOREWIDE WINTER SALE
CONTINUES

- 62nd
" FURSALE

Duty & Sales Tax Refunded
Full Premium on U.S. Funds

DR
484 Pelissier Street - Downtown Windsor
: 7 1-519-253-5612 . i

" Hours: Daily 9 'a.m. t0.5:30.p.m. + Fri: 9 a.m._‘to' 9 pm._

The Winchester Mall

brings you

The Rochester

Hemisphere Pageant
Saturday, February 27, 1988

It's Fun ¢ It's Easy« Everyone Competss!
3 Catagories: Beauty, Talent or Modeling

+ Both male & fomale.

» Agesrange from Infant
. (onamonth)to 30 years old. « All entries will

oF par X
not required. » Minimat entry fee.

‘Over $350,000.00

including six automobiles are glven each year at the
National Finals in Miaml Beach, Florida. Registra-
tion at the Mall Feb. 13th & Feb. 20th

Entry Forms are avallabla at the Or send your namo & addresa to:
Winchestor Mall office, 10 a.m. to Margle Monlroso

6 p.m., Monday through Friday. 52662 IHLA

For Mora Information call Margle Rochastor, M) 4084

. bo malled
Montross a1 (313) 7314334 4nd anentry form wil bo mall

WNINCHESTER M\ALL

Located at; Rochéster & Avon Roads * Rochester, Mich.

652-1152

Clothing
Sale

FINAL
CLEARANCE
50 to 60% off
ON ALL REMAINING

FALL AND WINTER
MERCHANDISE

The weather may be cold, but this sale is HOT! Save thousands
of dollars on Pennsylvania House furniture and every other fine
line in our store. Even speclal orders are included in this very
spectal Storewide Sale.

SAVE AT LEAST 30% H

on ALL Pennsylvania House T
SAVE 20-40% 5—{&%{;& A
on all lines
Conaver » Pearson « Statton of Bloomfieid Hills
Temple-Stuart « Dixie Superior Service Since 1917

14 CLATIG ACUA

Somerser, Troy
13644304

WINTER
CLEARANCE

%
REG.
PRICE

The Children’s Wearhouse
Quality Name Brand Children's Clothing
Always zo% to 50% OFF!

Use Our Layaway» Liberal Return Policy
Sizes - Newborn 10 14 Boys & Girls

ALL
FALL & HOLIDAY
MERCHANDISE

33224 Grand River « Downtown Farmington
é74-8212 Sun. 12-5¢ M-Sat. 105+ Fri. 10-9

POSITIVELY

NO LESS THAN
50 TO

7 %
o AND
MORE
‘OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY
OF THE BEST IN
DESIGNER MEN’'S WEAR
ALL SUITS » SLACKS * SWEATERS

* SPORTCOATS »
...and'so’ much more!

| NEW MASTER TAILOR ON STAFF
HUNTERS SQUARE

A0 LAKE RD. AT 13 * 855-4

rcm

242

CLESTONE]|

2600 N, Woodward Ave.

Liihene  332-8348

: A4 n
Stearns & Foster » La-Z-Boy
And Many Others

(7= dropery ‘t.gou_t,iq‘u

cgwen
aCosamentt
CHARGES

since 196!

39253 Grand Aiver, Form. Hite
S grnanain .

§Q.LAKE RD, & ROCHESTER RD.
Vorus Suss
0 Teor

[T ST ——
CIETT ST
STORE HOURS
 Roches * Mpn. & Thurs, #3048 34
e Doy 304 S0 V2004 20

e
beauty rep

cecive a  videotapc:
of vour pcrsonalized.

Christian Dior Bcauty Mukcm-c"

Lot aur Cheistian Dior beauty advitor create pi

beoutiful new fook for you—and with expert comara worky
every move of your makeover will be recorded|

with exoct repraduction of mokeup color. Your peesonall
coniultation includes o complete skin and beauty analyds!

»  plus “Portrait Cinematique”— your vary o |

howto videotape fo vie at home, The 2500 fep

moy be opplied toword any Christian Dior beouty purchomm
: Coll for your oppointment ml_

Vidco Clinic Datcy:

Twalve Oaki—lanuary 24th, 27th ond 28]
lokeside—Jonuary 20th ond 30th
lord & Taylor, Foitlone==336-2100 (Lakeride—247-4300

Fwelve Oaki==348-3400 Brierwood Moll—863-4300

—



