Where are the good sports?

AYBE IT'S ONLY MY im-
agination, but have you
noticed a prollferation of
Incldents of late at high

school sporting events?

Two recent prep basketball games
were marred by violence and subse-
quent arvests.

Frankly 1 was

Emons

about an alleged raclally mnuvnled
Incident involving the basketball
teams at Bloomlield Hlils Cranbrook
and Harper Woods. Like the Cran.
brook-Harper Woods game, the Ink-
ster-Robichaud game also was dls.
rupted by fights,

And those who think it can't hap-
pen anywhere else have another
think coming. Just the other day I
learned of a donnybrook Involving
the Livonla Franklin and Livonia
Stevenson basketball teams In which
players were ejected from the game.
‘The same thing happened last month
bclween the same two schools in

wmmuz being accused of over.
reacting, the recent wave of inci-
dents is very real. They can't be
swept under the rug.

OUTSIDERS HAVE caused some
of the problems,

During last spring's Wayne-West.
land John Glean basketball game,
“non-student” types started incl
dents in the parking lot and at &
nearby fast-food restaurant.

“Qutsiders” also caused prohlcms
at the Bishop Borgess-Cass Tech bas-
ketball game carlier this ycar,

‘Attitude’

By Brad Emons
staff writer

S A YOUNG ATHLETE in bigh
school, D, Steve Fair expe-

rienced both success and
fallure,

He thought he knew how to handle
success, but he found out he didn't
know how to deal with fallure,

“Sports was the most important
thing to me,” he sald. “During high
school in my junlor year I was an
All-Stater {in basketball), but I came
back as a senlor and didn't have a
good season. It took years of search-
Ing, and all T knew is that the
coaches sald it was my attitude.”

Falr graduated from Southgate

prompting Borgess officials to admit
only those students from the partici-
pating schools for future games un-
less accompanied by an adult.

But the problems are not restrict-
ed to outside agltators.

Jack Roberts, the new Michigan
High School Athletle Assoclation ex-
ecutive dlrector, warned member
achools earlier this school year about
“negative” cheering. He was not
only talking about such chants as
“air ball,” but put-down cheers
which Incite rival student bodles.

BUT IT SEEMS the root of these
problems start with the players.

“talk trash” to his vietim as they
walked down the floor.

® In a hockey game, I watched
players being harassed as they head-
cd toward the penalty box, The play-
er being penallzed was usually greet-
cd with an opposing finger or stick
being waved In front of his face.

® Dancing In the end zone and
{lipping the ball in a defender’s face
« after scoring a touchdown. This must
be “new wave" celebrating.
® “High flves” have become
“high dlves,” Some of these.“ncw
acts” should be saved for the high
school drama ¢!

‘Tob hewing high school

The day and age of
has become obsolete.

Certaln things we abhorred 20
years ago are now accepted as part
of the game,

T've noticed several disturbing
trends In the past year or so:

® 1 recently watched a player
make a free throw, then defiantly
point a finger at the opmlng cheer-
ing section, which had been goading
the same player all night long.

® In another game, 1 watched a
player slam dunk a ball and then

is key to

Aquinas High In 1976 and later
played for Wayne State.

Twelve years later, Including a
stint as an Insurance salesman for
AAA In Texas, Falr has become 2
budding author where he has devot-
«ed nearly all his time and energy, He
spent a year doing (ntenslve re-
search for his first writing.

His , ttled “Amlnuu, A Vehi-
cleloa Wlnn!nx Attltude,” is a com-
pact, 100-page text with Inspiration-
al and profound thoughts expressed
by Fair himself, uuuundlng ath-
letes, successful scholars and fa-
mous leaders.

"1 WANTED TO f{Ind an inspira-
tional thing that athletes put into

ot g high
bascball players. (Just a total lack of
disclpline.)

@ Once I witnessed a gang of
soccer players comner and then
threaten officlals physically after
losing a match.

WHERE DOES IT STOP?

Soclety {s guilty of many of these
problems. We often don't teach our
kids how to act at an carly age, par-
tleularly In sports. Losing with digni-
ty lsalost art.

We scem to go along with Lhese
f‘nliu as long as we win or can back
up.

Of course, we have a different set
of role models to choose from these
days: Brian Bosworth, Jim
McMahon, Antolne Joubert, Scotl
Skites, Bob Probert, John McEsroe,
the Mlami Hurricanes, Buddy Ryan.
Dexter Manley, Mark Gastineau and
Bobby Knight,

As long as these people are suc.
cessful, we condone Lheir actions.
And il's that kind of attitude, unfor.
tunately, that filters down to the
high school ranks,

It appears that we've see gone be-
yond the stage of belng lamboyant.
The late Pistol Pete Maravich used
u; put on a show, but he did it with
class.

THE JOB OF coaching and ad-
ministering high school sports ls
very difficult. Some coaches belleve
they have control over thelr teams
when they really don't,

We're going to have to keep a clos-
er eye on our high school athletes be-
cause things are not In balance.

And that's why a community
newspaper as ours will continue to
keep close tabs on developing trends,
positive and negatlve.

When the trouble starts, we won't
look the other way or hesltate to
identify the instigators,

Somebody has to do it.

winning, says Fair

words which can lead to a happy and
productlve Ufe," said Falr, who re.
sides In Garden Clty, “Most athletes
don't have an idea of mental dynam-
ics. I had no regrets about my athlet-
ic career, but I wanted an answer so
I started reading books.

“When 1 was growing up I didn't
have anything like this. I needed ma-
}erlal to relate to as a young ath-
ete.”

Falr got Inspiration from such
sports figures as Blll Bradley and
Willle Stargell. He also took ideas
from Ross Perot, Socrates, Elnsteln,
Vince Lombardi and Julius’ Erving.

‘There are many more.

“I wanted to merge good litera-

ture with a positive mental attitude
about sports,” he sald. “The informa-
tion is geared for the athlete to im-
prove mentally. It's for those who
have already succeeded, and for
those who are feellng a little low."”

Fair stresses a theme throughout
the book: balance,

“We need balance because some
peopte approach things so one-di-
menslonal,” he sald. “I've spent a lot
of time smdying physk:s and how it
relates to the athlete.”

FAIR’S BOOK has sold 3,000 cop-
fes and is in its second printing. The
book has been sold through direct
malllng.

“This is for anybody 12 years and
up " he sald. “I think everybody can
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get out of it. I hope some
day that lt will be found In school
libraries.

While Fair was gathering hls ma-

terial, he'd often ask for feedback’

from young athletes, including play-
ers from the Farmington High glrls
basketball team where hls wife, Dla.
na, Is the head coach.

This spring, Fair plans to conduct
a seminar for student-athletes at
North Farmington High.

Fair’s toples might range from
goal-setting to team play.

Here is a sample of Falr's book:
“You'll realize how ATHLETICS
and all other aspects of LIFE re-
late to each other, Learn from the
high achievers and you'll develop
you're WINNING ATTITUDE."

Alter reading the book mysell, you
would use ¢ like a devotlonal time
with the bible. The more you read,
the more you'll get out of it.

30350 plymomh road

' 422-1000
homo oi o!d—lmhloned sorvice'!
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sports shorits

® MASTER'S SWIM

Charlic Blanchard, four-time fin-
Isher of the 140.6-mite Hawall Iron-
man Triathlon, Is coaching a mas-
ter's swim program at Scaholm High
School. Sponsored by Bir

which can be contacted at 338-8626
for reservatlons and more detalls.
® NEW PGA DI OR

The Michigan Section of the Pro-
fessional  Galfers | Auocanon ol
America

Community Education, the program
is open to adults (21 and over) se-
rious about swimming and capable
of doing 1,000 yards in 25 minutes.

“It's ‘ideal for motlvated adulis
who are interested In master's com-
petition, triathlons or Improving fit-
ness,” said Blanchard. “The group is
enthuslastic and the workouts are
tough, but fun — everybady gets bet-
ter.”

There Ls a $65 fee for the program,
which runs Mondays and Wednes-
days, 7:30-9:00 p.m. through March
30,

For information, call 433-8444 or
647-2835,

® SOFTBALL UMPIRES
West Bloom{leld Parks and Recre-
ation is accepting applications from

umplring crews for Its 1988 adult 4

softball season which begins in early
May. All applicants must be Ameri-
can Softball Associatlon (ASA) certi~
fied and be willlng to handle a seven-
nlght schedule, a fall league that
runs uatil October plus tournaments
through both seasons.

West Bloomtfield’s adult softball
league plays at the West Bloomfield
Community Sports Park on Kelth
Road north of Commerce Road In
West Bloomfield Townshlp and at
the Abbott Middle School on Com-
merce Road west of Orchard Lake
Road.

The program Includes men, men
over 35, women and co-recreational.

For further information, call Scott
Van Meter at the parks and recre-
atlon office, 334-5660.

® RED WINGS AUCTION

The seventh annval evening with
the Detroit Red Wings for Easter
Seals will be held Jan. 27 at Joe Lou-
is Arena,

A cocktajl reception at 6 p.m. will
be followed by a dinner at 7:15 and
an auction afterwards. Included In
this year’s Items are a road trip with
the Wings to their Montreal game,
Feb. 26-27, condo vacations for two
in Florida :md Colorado, and hockey
equlpment and mcmorabilia for
Fq);{'ers and coaches throughout the

Tickets for the cvent are $50 for
individuals, $100 for couples and
$500 for a table of 10. All proceeds
wiil benefit the Easter Seals Soclety,
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of Thomas W. Cnlued o! Farmington
as the executive dircctor of the
Michlgan PGA, effective Jan. 1,
1988,

“I'm really looking lorwnrd to the
challenges of the job,” said Coluccl.
“I've lived In a number of dlfferent
parts of the country and without a
doubt Michigan is the strongest golf
area In the nation, and I'm dedlcated
to maintaining that lof ty position.”
® VOLLEYBALL COACH .

The athletlc department of Oak-
land Community College (Orchard
Ridge campus) Is accepting applica-
tions for a head women's volleyball
coach,

League competition begins In fall
of 1988. Inqulries can be sent to Ste-
phen L. Goddard, OCC, 27055 Orc-
hard Lake Road, Farmington Hills

8018,
@ BOWLERS CHARITY TOUR-
NAMENT

The Bowling Proprietors Assocla.
tlan of Michigan is teamling up with
Miller Genulne Draft for the first
time to present the 1988 Bowlers
Charity Tournament. Competition
begins with quallfying rounds Jan.
18 through 31 at local BPA bowling
centers throughout Michigan and
ends with the fInals at Woodlands in
Livonia on June 5.

More than $200,000 will be distrib-
uted to the Lo finlshers of the tourna-
ment, which ls the largest fund-ra-
Iser for the annual Bowlers Charitles
program. The entry fec f{or the tour-
nament is a $1 contributlon for the
right to bow] a three game serics at
the bawler’s neighborhood BPA cen-
ter.

Entry forms are available at the
centers. For more Informatlon, con-
tact Dan Attoman at 559-5207.

® WHITE PINE STAMPEDE

Registration for the White Pine
Stampede, an annual Cross Country
Ski race held In Mancelona, has al-
ready resulted in 500 entrants. And
officials expect to top the 1,000
mark by 8:30 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 6,
when the race will begin,

A portion of each sklers’ $35 entry
fee will go to Children's Hospital of ,
Michigan. Mare information and en-
try blanks are avallable by writing
to White Pine Stampede, P.0. Box
497, Mancelona 49659, or by calling
(616) 587-8812.
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