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The 1987 study showed that of
17,000 high school seniors 1 130
schools, 10.3 percent admitted us-
118 cocaine at least once in the pre-
ceding 12 months. compared to
12.7 percent in the 1986 survey.

When the statistics are further
analyzed, the study shows that in
actual numbers, 20 percent fewer
students tried cocaine in 1987 than
the previous year. The study also
skows the proportion of high school
senjors who cver used cocaine also
decreased in 1987 to 15.2 percent
{rom 16.9 percent in 1986,

“DESPITE THE long-term
downward ‘trend for most iliicit
drugs, cocaine use in each of the
past 13 years has either increased
or remained esseatially stable. For
the class of 1987, however, we fi-
natly sce a significant downturn in
cocaine use,” said Otis Bowen,
health and human services secre-

ary.

But Lloyd Johnston, the study's
director, called the improvement
modest.

“We have come only part way
down from a very high mountain,
and to a considerable degree, that
is true of the drug problem In gen-
eral,” he sald.

Johncton said his findings on
crack cocaine are “‘more Inferen-
tial than for all other drugs be-
cause we have not had questions
abaut it for as many years.”

Available information suggests
“elther a leveling or slight decline
in the use of crack among the stu-
dents studied following a rapid in-
crease in use in 1983-88," Johnson
sald.

He cautioned that the survey
docs not attempt to measure drug
use among the estimated 15-20 per-
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Willlam Dwyer, Farmington Hills
police chlet

cent of the students who drop out of
high school. Crack use among (his
group of students,

He helps kids work out problems
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“I tend to approach problems In
the here and now. [ to come up
with altiernatlve behavlor that less.
cns the strife for the kids and thelr
familles.”

HIS IDEAS and attitudes for
worklng with klds and teens come
from some helty experience.

With' degree in hand, Hamllton be-
gan his carecr with the Oakland
County Probate Court In the boys de-
tention unit of Children's Vlllage In
Pontiac. His work at the residential
facility for delinquent, abused and
neglected children taught him a lot.

And we're not talking about a
Iresh-faced college graduate. Hamil-
ton had served in the U.S, Afr Force
for two years, As he described hlm-
self, “T had been around and seen a
few things.™

More than anything, Hamilton was
surprised by what he saw at Chil-
drcns Village. “1 was surprised by

city residents, probably is hlghcr.
Johnston said.

The low cost of crack cocalne ~—
$8-310 for a rock —~ is enough to
ensure its continued and tncreased
use. “The drug of cholce Is cocaine,
‘The price of cocaine has decreased
0 much now anyone can afford It,”
Dwyer said,”

THE STUDY, according to John-
son and HHS secretary Bowen, also
shows 2 change in attitudes in the
percelved risk of cocaine.

Dwyer agrees the public is be-
coming mare aware of the risks of
cocaine and crack because of the
media’s contlnuing public scrvice
announcements. “Right now,
there's more awareness, but there's
a need for more than awareness,”
Dwyer said.

He said he would llke to see
more rehabilltation  centers  so
abusers don’t have to wait months
for help. He'd also like to see many
more educational pre .. cams.

The Associated Press contrib-
uted to this story.
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the e kids. They
wm! to be very (ough outside and
very dependent inslde."

From there, he worked for 18
months as a child welfare worker in
the status offender program. “It was
in the crisls intervention and diver-
sion unit that deals specifically with
home truancy {runaways younger
than 17)."

The next carcer step brought him
closer to Farmlington. Though head-
quartered in Pontlac, Hamllton
served 17 months as a court case.
worker for the Farmington Public

WHEN HAMILTON tock the FYA
Job In October, he had sort of finally
come home. Born, but not raised in
the Farmington aren, Hamilton
thought that working with FYA
would allow him to be more involved
in the community than he was as a
court caseworker.

His official job title with the pro-
bate court is child wellare worker,
But he calls that “a blanket title.”
He prefers to explaln his work by de-
scrlblng what FYA really does,

“FYA Is a two-fold ornnlzauom
1t's a group of volunteers from
Farmington and Farmington- Hills
that orgnulm promms and activl-

other services in the communlity —
mental health, substance abusc
treatment nnd private thekrrgdy i

home or at school. “Kids are faced
today with more adult problems and
myonslhllldu, in my oplnion.”

they need tha
help.”
Hamllton prcurshelplnz children,
capecially teens, by helping thelr
families, The kids be counsels are as
young as 7 and as near-adulthood as
17, “Klds who come to us — referred
efther by police, schools or parents
— don't operate In a vacuum. Thelr
problems are not theirs alone,”

HAMILTON BELIEVES lt's Im-
portant to lavolve family members
when trying to help uus because ev-
the problem.

ties In a pre-
vent dellnquency and neglect In the
community," he zald.

FYA's sccond function is as a
counselor for children and families.
*“Those services include referrals to

eryone
“I place a lot of rspcns!blluy on par-
ents and on the child himself toward
making changes.”

Most of the problems he finds In
kids are [n thelr relationships at

years ago, (things
were qulte dUfferent. There's been “a
Tot of concentrated change" in that
time span. Today, there's more
drugs, more divorce, melded faml.
{les — “yours, mine and ours,” and
single-parent families, And of
course, the two-lncome pareats have
thelr own type of effect on children,
Hamllton sald.

And to those times when people
say it seems like kids are getting
worse, Hamilton says phooey. “It's a
eycle, It's up and down. That can be
a function of many things. It could
be the police are piacing more em-
phasis on juvenile crime, Or it could

be the community is more aware
and willing to be involved In fillng
complaints and testifying.”

Youth group seeks volunteers

1f you're looking for a chance to give w&w time and
Youl

effart to the
could use your help.

provides programming and counseling for kids and fam-
illes, A general citizens committee

decides what pro-

to offer.

who would belp
‘and classes,

“There are people out there who are looking for an

opportunity to give back to the community. I'd like
them to give me a call,” said Bill Hamllton, FYA’s new

caseworker, who replaces
ferred to Bloomfield Hills,

FYA is sponsored by the Oakland County Probate
Court, It is flnanclally supported by the cities of ;larm-

ley who trans-
community.

Wilh progri

“Peopte can help provide progrlmmlng to help the
qnalhy of life in the community,” Hamllton
is a vicarjous reward In that you are giving back to the

sald, “There

“Certainly, we want people interested in lmpmvmg
the community, We also want peopl

ple who are good or-
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Schools. “It's like a probation offl. ington and F' Hills and the F blic  ganizers and people interested In dolng publicity,” Ham-
fer. 1 would recofn;m:z:: r:upoz;xh;n Schools. {lton continued.
‘32 %?:mc:gsﬁno,chml n:e;‘:,de,u? Housed in the Shiawassee Center, 30415 Shiawasee, dln may call Hamll-
pervise the cases.” west of Orchard Lake Road, in Farmington Hills, FYA  ton at 476-3840.
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light and bright dresses,
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and coordinates that pack
and travel easlly,
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