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Northwest: Still no Flight 255 death list

By Tom Henderson
staff writor

Five months after (he short and
deadly fight of a Northwest jet end-
ed in fiery death for 255, the compa.
ny's dlrector of medla communlea-
tlons finally came to Detroit.

Redmond Tyler defended Northe
west's decislon to refuse to release
the passenger list — an offlclal list
has never been released by the com.
pany — and sald that If he had it to
do over agalm, the only thing he
would do differently would be to
refuse to release the names of crew
members, too.

Northwest's pollcy was heavily
critlcized at the time by Wayne

-County Sherltf Robert Flcano, by

members of the county’s medleal ex-
amlner’s office, who sald identifying
the dead was more dlfficult without
a list of who was on the plane, and
by spokesmen for the National
Transportation Safety Board.

“We are aware of all the ghauls
who prey on victims of accidents,”
“Tyler told a gathering of Sigma Del-

La Chl, a soclety of professlonal jour-
nallsts, at the Detroit Press Ciub
Thursday.

“You knew and I kncw that the
names would be released ultimately
« . . but if I could preserve the peace
of the familles for one more day, I
would do it agaln.”

TYLER CRITICIZED reporters
for spreading rumors and accused
them of blas agalnst Northwest bes
cause of all the past problems with
and storles about lost baggage, em-
ployce sabotage and delayed flights
resulting from Northwest’s merger
with Republic,

‘Though he denied belng belliger.
ent at the time of the aceldent, Tyler
was feisty and aggressive In answer-
Ing reporters’ questions at the press
club.

One reporter asked if part of (he

When the reporter sald “Nolan
Finlcy of the Detroit News,” Tyler
responded: “Consider the source.”

Tyler said that the “court of public
opinlon” supported his decision not
to release the passenger list, When
asked why the sherifl's department
and medical examiner’s office had
been so angry with him, then, Tyler
sald: "We worked very closely with
the caroner's office and the sherlffs
office. That ground has been plowed
before and we don’t need to go Into it
again.”

He sald, “There's nothing you ever
learn In Journalism school that says
anﬂ'lrllne has to release a passenger

st

When asked what mistakes he or
Northwest made in the days follow-
ing the crash, he sald: “The biggest
mistake I made was In belleving in
the system . . . the NTSB was shar-
lng speculation 1ike I have not seen
Int

problem in
summer was Tyler's hclllgcmnce
with reporters. “1 don't conslder
myself belllgerent,” he said, then
asked the reporter his name.

Creatures adapt
to deep freeze

OLD temperatures of De-
cember and January force
many animals to seck shel-
ter and remain Inactive.

Raccoon and skunk tracks are not
seen in the snow because they be-
come dormant In severe weather.

During those periods, racoons and
skunks live off thelr fat reserves ac-
cumulated last fall when food was
maore plentiful.

Chipmunks are not secen durlng
most of the winter, cither, but they
stored food In preparatlon for winter
Instead of adding fat.

Perlodlcally, chipmunks arise, cat
and walk around their underground
chambers. If the weather warms up
sufflciently, In mid-winter they may
be seen running about gathering
more food.

SOME ANIMALS ~ like bats,
woodchuck, meadow jumping mice
and the 13-lined ground squirrel —
enter a physlological state known as
true or deep hibernation. Although
many Ilken the state of hlbcmallon
to slecp, the two are not alike,
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Decp hibernators reduce thelr
body temperature to just above
freczing. Normal body temperature
for a 13-lined ground squlrrel is 100
degrees. While in hlbernation the
temperature drops to 37 degrees,
Just 5 degrees above freczing,

Thelr heartbeat drops from 200-
300 beats per minute during the
summer to flve per minute during
hibernatlon.

Breathing (s reduced. Normal
respiration I about 50 breaths per
minute. In a state of hibernation,
respiration drops to four breaths per
minute,

HIBERNATION s considcrably
different from sleep, but many ani-
mals alter their body processes to
some degree to help save energy.

Tyler uld of the media: “Was

OU seminar
covers Lotus

A Lotus 1-2-3 seminar for be-
ginners from the workplace and
homc wlll be offered from ¢ a.m. to
4 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, Feb. 2
and 4, by the Divislon of Continuing
Bducnuon at Oakland Unlveﬂlty.
near Rochester,

‘Was coverage biased against
Northwest? I think so. . . I1don’t

P
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myself bi

— Redmond Tyler .
airlines spokesman

there good reporting? The textbooks
might say yes, but I would say naot.
‘Was coverage blased agalnst North.
west? [ think 30, . . We never asked
for anythlnx from the medln but ac-
curacy,”

But Northwest made little effort
1o ensure accuracy, according to re-
porters covering the story. Phone
calls routinely went unreturned, The
company has yet to hold a press con-
ference to d! crash. Report-
ers were incorrectly told by North.
west that other agencles were about
to release a ilst of the dead. And the

airline decided not to correct Inaccus
;x;tc listings of the dead by local me-

a.

For example, a Rochester Hilla
man, Robert Quick, was listed by
one newspaper as having died in the
crash. But he had been unable to

book a seat on 255 and left on an ear-
ler flight.

IN SHARP CONTRAST to Tyler's
presentation was that of Catherine
Cureton, nnlslm;l dlrector of pubiilc

chi-

who handled media relations while
Cecilia Clchan, the lone survivor of
flight 255, was at Mott Children's
Hospital.

She pralsed reporters for the com-
passlon toward family members.
‘Though one reporer pretended to be
a member of Lhe family of another
patient in the burn unit while trying
to get an interview, overall, “prob-
lems with reporters were smaller
than I would have expected. They
showed a touch of restralnt.”

The medical center even had a
staff member from Colombla tape a
dally update in Spanish fer a radle
station in New York.

She sald the declsion was made
early to let reporters know there
was some {nformation that could not
be released but what information
that could be released “would be the
best Information possible,”

She thanked the media for thelr

don and was thanked in turn

for the
gan Mcdlcal Center and lhu person

by several reporters.

WSU probes foreign policy

Wayne State University’s Center
for Peace and Conflict Studies s
sponsoring “Foreign Policy Update
‘88" a scries of cvenls exploring
U.S./Soviet foreign policy.

Experts will discuss topies rang-
Ing from US. policy n the Middle
East to reform in the Soviet Unlon,

Events include:

® Wednesday, Feb. 3 — U.S, For-

Class will be hands-on, one enrol-
lec per computer,

Tuition of $15¢ Includes an in.
structional package for post-class
reference. * Spreadsheet, statistical
and financlal functlons, printing nnd
saving. data, macros, databas
graphics and special functions wlll
be covered. '

For reglstration information, call
OU at 370-3120, between 8 a.m. and
6 p.m. weekdays,
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cign Pollcy: Projecting U.S. Power.
® Wednesday, Feb. 10 ~ U.s and
lhe Mlddle East: D;

ter, 4200 Andover Road, Bloomficld
Hills, The series is co-sponsored by *
Hills and

® Wednesday, Feb. 17 — 'n:e
Global Environment: Reassessing
the Threat.

& Wednesday, Feb, 24 — The So-
vict Unlon: Gorbachev's Reforms,

Events will be held 7:30-9 p.m. at
the Andover High School Medla Cen-

Bi
West Bloomfield community educa-
Hon depariments,

Serles fees are $18 for adults, $12
for students.

The registration and other infor-
matlon is avallable by calling 433+
0885.

Thursday 'l 830 p.m.
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ESTATES AUCTION

Sat. & Sun., Feb. 27 & 28 - 1 P.M.

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS: 18, 19 & 20th Century
Furniture, Porcelains, Orlental Rugs, Collectibles, Paintings,
Sculptures, Clocks, Jewelry, Etc. Call for Appointment -
288-3522.

SMatsel’s Galleries, Inc. .

Estate Speclaltals - Auctloneers - Appralaars
2075 W. Maple Rd., Tray, MI 48004 e (313) 208-3522

Maumgee Valley llistorical Society
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SHOW AND SALE

January 30-31
. Toledo, Ohlo
75 dealers oftering adiversiied sel {quallty antlques a1

{or the beglnner and the advanced (nll:clm Inu of furniture.

Saturday: 11 a.n. 10 9 pom. Suml llamloSpm
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nd /\nlhony w=ym Trall. one mllr east wf
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Manager: Jim Reynolds = 614.862.7546 ADMISSION: $3.50
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The Lifetime
Convertible ARM

Standard Federal Bank
introduces the Adjustable
Rate Mortgage that lets you
convert to a Fixed-Rate
- Loan anytime during the

life of the loan

mongage loan programs, you can use

e
pmwdcs a great way to get low initial
intercst rates and low initial monthly :
paymentsywhen buying a home. And if -
there comes  time you'd liké to convert
to a fixed-rate mongage, you can, Other
convertible ARMs put dme limitations
on when you can conver to fixed rtes.
Whit is unique about all ouir Lifedme
Convenible ARMs Is that you can con-
vert anytime during the life of the loan!
What's more, with our Lifetime
Convenible ARM, as with all of our

our Expresstoan® service to process
and close your loan within 15 days.
So, contact any Standard Federal
branch office and leam more about our
exclusive Lifetime Convenible ARM.
Annual Inleml .

AN v e rocagy s @ 1 6hsdied Rewd oo 6 28 bum deirunt fe.
- 2k oment 1f SRV € 2% dusprorse, ond mowhdy pron yul
-l e Mnmuqnulu-m 15300 humt The swomatrd enmaadd
: mraays ne b bl s Iy v by e (m o e e s i
nu..n-.mumw:‘.am-\n-an....-?u o)
. e ety AT v B be femads Thee 0 8 16 mmd
B . AnnualPtrcnnlauul‘lulu N Tt et o -

g
m--m.....«.».—.,-mu.mnwmn

Stendard Fedaral Bank
Savings/Financidl Services

Maln Office:
2401 W, Bip Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan 48084

1-800-482-3930

Standard
Federal




