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NOWING who's
who.
There was no
shortage of debate at
the Farmington school board’s
study session Jan. 19 when
trusiees recelved public
feedback to a report by a seven-
member citizens pancl
reviewing attendance
boundarles/district facilities.

Among the presenters were
deputy superintendent Michael
Flanagan and Larkshlre
princlpal Al Lanlgan,
elementary schoa]
subcommittee chalrman,

Lantgan made his
presentatlon first.

When it came his turn,
Flanagan made it clear he was
going to talk about how a new
clementary school on the
district’s west side, one of the
options to relleving east-slde
overcrowding, would be
financed.

“I'm Flanagan and he's
Lanigan,” Flanagan qulpped,
jokingly trylng to steer tougher
questions about redistricting to
the princlpal.

SHE'S reappointed,

For the third consecutive
year, the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners has
appolnted Farmington Hills
¢ity clerk JoAn Reynolds a
member of the Oakland County
Elcction Scheduling
Commilttee. Her third term
expires Dec. 31, 1988,

The committee is charged
with approving requests for
speclal clections and ensuring
that all electlon laws and
requirements are followed.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago thls week — Two
offlcersand a flre!lghtcr nm
credited with saving a 22-year-
old man's llfe alter they pulled
him, semlconscious, from a
burning mobile home in
Farmlngton Hills,
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Your Observer
Carelor  will  bo
stopping by this weok to
colloct for the month. Ploase
have the monoy ready and
be sure to get your rocalpl.
It's worth &' $2.00 dlscoul
on the naxt c!lul!lud
adveritsemont you place In
your hometown newspaper,
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Varsity player dies —
remembered as witty

Matthew Lelter scored his flrst
varsity basket in the tinal minutes of
North Farmington High School's
basketball game against Westland
John Glenn Tuesday.

Shortly after the game's ¢ p.m.
finlsh, the 17-year-old from Farm-
Ington Hlls lay on the lockerroom
floor, having collapsed from appar.
ent cardiac arrest.

Although he recelved Immedlate
medical treatment, the North Farm-
ington junlor dled shortly aflter
paramedics took hlm to Botsford
General  Hospltal in Farmington
Hlls. He was pronounced dead
shortly after 11 p.m., police and
school officlals sald.

Tom Negoshian, North's varslty
basketball coach and & teacher at
Warner Middle School, first met
Matthew Lefter when he came to
Warner asa s‘udcnl {rom Southfleld.

“He's been' & basketball Junkie
since he was 3 little kid,” Negoshian
sald, adding that Leiter played bas-
ketball in migdle school and was a
Junlor varsily player at North Farm-
ington. This yenr was his first on the
varsity tea

“He was libﬁe a big brother to ev-

erybedy,” the coach added. “Qulet,
yet smiling and funny. He was the
guy that put his hand on the kids
shaulders and sald ‘i be all
right’ "

NORTH FARMINGTON junlor
Jason Foland has been a close fricnd
of Lelter since the second grade, “He
was very funny, witty,” Foland sald.
“He knew just what to say at the
right times. Everyone liked him.”

Leiter's uncle, James Wechsler of
West Bloomileld, remembers hls
nephew as a “real sweet kid who was
Just coming Into his own." The youth
was preparing to start a job at a
bank because he wanted to save
money for a car. “He was very much
into baskelball — that was the for-
matlon of his llfe,” his uncle said. “1
was looking forward to having him
grow up with me. Now he's gone.”

Lelter had just returned from a
tamlly birthday party in New York
fast weekend. He was learning to
live life to the fullest and was “real-
ly bonding” with family members,
Wechsler sald,

North Farmington

Farminaton. Michlaan
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ested In athletics” and had made
“great strides” In all arcas of his Jite
during the past year, He had been a
Nortk Farmington student for the
past three years, |

His love of basketball prompted
the high school junior to attend “high
exposure” camp and other actlvities
on his own time, his coach said. Dur-
ing the past year, the youth had
blossomed and his confidence level
had Increased greatly,

Results of a Wednesday autopsy
Indleating the exact cause of death
were not available from the Oakland
County Medical Examinee's office, a

ere said. F
indleations show he had an enlargcd
heart and fluld around the heart,
Wechsler sald Wednesday.

NOTHING DURING North Farm-
Ington's 55-42 loss to John Glean sig-
naled that Lelter was experiencing
health problems. The team had a
brief post-game meeting immediate-
ly after the Tuesday night contest, It
was then fellow players noticed
Leiter had collapsed and alerted
Negoshian and assistant coach

“He was like
ton varsity b
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Annual cost
might reach
$5OO 000

By Casey Hans
staff wrller

Costs for bullding and operating
2 new elementary school on the
Farmington schoo) district's west
slde could be hefty, the district's
chlcl &l{mdll administrator sald

’nm “subtle, hidden costa” of op-
erating such a bullding would run
more than $300,000 per year, in ad-
ditlon to the $4 million cost of
bullding 1t, according to Michael
qum, deputy superintendent.

perating costa would also

ply m any current bulldingy the

drlmel migh l up;nde and use for
elementari;

A new nchnol has costs that, in
the long run, far exeeed construc-

. e |
FAANDY BORST/stall photographer

8uperintendent Graham Lewis plans to unvell his bounda-
ry/tacllity report to the public at a schoo! board meeting

New school costs studied

Michae| Flanagan

deputy superintendent

tlon costs," he lained, “Clear g
mm 1y,

we have to o uildings.
But it will emde our budul to the'
tune of $506,000 aplece.”

‘These costa include general oper-
sting .costa such ‘as .utilitles. and
luppllﬁ, plus staffing It with &
p lpal. a lecmury, u ml:dll lpo-

{1 eral hundred pamnu at Farming-

New elementary school,

oid boundar

By Casey Hans \
statt writer

Farmington superintendent Graham Lewis Is ex-
pected to recommend Tuesday that no school bounda-
ries be changed — at any grade level — and that the
district bufld a new clementary scheol.

Healsols expccud to uk trustees to review alterna-
tive p students,

Accordlng lo ln!ormnuon from Lewls’ office, detalls
of his proposal will be sent to board members today or
Friday; the)plan was not made available for publlca»
tlon. By midweck, his plan had not been finalized.

‘The board probably will not act on Lewls’ proposal -

Tuesday, said spokeswoman Pam O'Malley. In all, they
wlll be considering Lewis' plan, options recommended
by a citizens pancl and residents’ comments {rom a
Jan, 19 study session.

The board will most likely make a decision at the
first school board meeting in March, 0'Malley added.

The board must make a declsion by late March to
comply with contractual obligatlons with school un-
fons.

TUESDAY’S SCHOOL board meeting !s at 7:30 p.m.
in the East Middle School cafeteria, on Middiebelt,
north of 10 Mile, East was selected to accommodate
more people; a larger than normal crowd is expected.

The superintendent's recommendation s very differ-
ent !rom those proposed by the seven.member citizens

—

Farmington

ies: Lewis
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L] Oplnion on redistricting, 15A

panel appolnted by the school board and its subcom-
mittees. The panel recommended extensive boundary
changes at the clementary level, and some changes
that would affect North Farmington High School and
Harrison High School boundaries, No changes were
recommended for the middle schools,

ged at the prop
spoke against the proposals at a Jan, 19 town meeting.

Lewis’ proposal will call for keeping current elemen-
tary and high school boundaries In place, except where
students may be reassigned to attend the proposed ele-
mentary school,

Next week's meeting comes one week before the dis-
trict's Feb. 9 millage renewal election. Although school
officinls do not publicly relate the two, several parents
who are upset over the proposed redistricting have in-
timated that a millage defcat might be appropriate
retaliation,

Because February's secand board meeting falls dur-
ing winter break, it was canceled, Administrators sald
they did not want to walt unt!l March to make a pro-
posal, giving the school board only a few weeks to di-
Rest the material and make a decisior,
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