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— Cost of clean river

Circumlocutions often is a murky notion
obscure real meaning

BUSINESS PEOPLE |
disltke news people because we
come straight Lo the polnt.

“Taxes are up,” “The chief exec
was forced out.”

As you study the following 200
words oi business prose, which many
folks received in the recent mail, ask
yoursell: What arc they actually
doing to the price I pay?

“TO MICHIGAN Bell Customers
in the Farmington zone;

‘““This notice is to inform you of
certain changes in the rates for tele-
phone service In the Farmingten
zone which may affect you.

* “Each exchange or zone of the
Michigan Bell Telephone Company
is classified fnto one of several Rate
Groups which determines the month-
Iy rates for local tefephone service,
The Rate Group for each exchange
or zone is based on the number of
telephone access lines in the local
service area of that exchange or

zone,

“The Michigan Public Service
Commisslon (MPSC) has authorized
the reclassificatlon of an exchange
or zone {rom one Rale Group to an-
other, whenever the number of teles
phone access lines in the local ser-
vice area increases beyond the es-
tablished limits, and continues above
those limits for a period of 12
months,

“The Farmington zone is now In
Rale Group E. However, as the num-
ber of access lines in the
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verbiage: Most of our telephone bills
are golng up. Some will remain
leve). Nobody's getting a cut.

THE ALL-TIME mealy mouthed
business news release was spotted
and skewered by my erony Bob Lew-
Is, now with the Booth-Newhouse
Washington bureau. It came to mind
a few months ago when he was in
Detroit to speak to brother and sister
news people at a Sigma Delta Chi
mectlng.

We were at the Kalamazoo Ga-
zette when Lewis, then business edi-
tor, got a handout about a retire-
ment of a relatlvely obscure employ-
ce al the Shakespeare Co. It waxed

cloquent about good ol' Sam's bee
loved nature for several paragraphs,
at the conclusion of which it was re-
vealed that a certain fishing reel
manufacturing operation was being
shifted (o Arkansas.

Lewis’ journallstic translatlon: 400
Shakespeare workers in Kalomazoo
were Josing their Jobs.

FOOTNOTE: Last year I went
shopplng for a new splnning reel, the
betler to attract the wily trout, and
felt 1 should “buy American” Fat
chance, 1 visited flve stores, includ-
ing one that speciallzed In outdoor
sporting goods and another that spe-
clalized only in flshing tackle,

No one sold an American-made
reel. No one even sold a European-
made reel, All the reels, even those
with the Shakespeare brand mame,
were made in Japan and Talwan,

What do you label that? Retrench-
ment? Broad-based restructuring?
Repositloning of resources?

1'd say a lot of Yanks lost manu-
facturing jobs,

S0 PUBLIC offlcals are shocked.
If you are the ordinary, everyday
taxpayer you probably aren’t
sII\occdked yet because you haven't no-
ticed.

What we're talking about here Is
that long-range biil you're golng to
get in the mail to clean up that
cesspool that many still call a river.
You know, the Rouge, a stream that
for most llving organisms is uninha-
bitable,

Public offlclals say the figures to
clean up the Rouge are “mind-bog-
gling.” A recent study by the South-
cast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments says we will pay an estimated
$2 billion in the next 20 years.

‘The initlal blg step will be con-
struction of what has been labeled

“#Supersewer.” We'll pay a tidy $54

million.

Some communities could pay as
much as $8 million a year to rid our-
selves of what s nothing short of a
public disgrace.

Wait a second, now. Hold on to
your wallet. Sure the Initial reaction
to this kind of spending, cspeclally
when the government 18 involved, is
mindboggling.

But avold belng deceived. Avoid
belng taken in by public officlals

Steve
Barnaby

who scem perplexed over this disas.
tel

T

Mindboggling Is the fact this river
was ever allowed to get in this kind
of conditlon In the first place. Mind-
boggling Is the fact that our local of-
Iicials have sat back for decades and
let our communltles develop in such
a way as to destroy a river,

You see, it's you and I who pollute
the river cveryday. Sure, Industry
does contribute. But you and I, the
individual taxpayer, contribute the
most. We've buiit our homes along
the river and our raw sewage dumps
into it every day.

Sure we didn't mean to do it. After
all, we told ourselves, the river
would always carry it away. And
when the suburbs were sparsely in-

In this case, silence surely not

HARPER WOQODS school district
offlctals have finally spoken out
about that nasty, perhaps racially
incldent after & basket-

local service area has been above
the limits of Rate Group E for the
past 12 months, we are now request.
Ing authority from the MPSC to re-
classlfy the Farmington zone to Rate
Group F."

After the reader has waded
through these circumlocutions, the
company doesn’t come to the point
— [t merely hints:

“The table on the enclosed sheet
shows the rates for Rate Groups E
and F, along with the month In-
crease, if any, applleable to the vari-
ous classes of telephone service.”

A Journalist’s translation of this

ball game between Harper Woods
and Cranbrook Kingswood,

There was shoutlng, pushing and
shoving after the game. Cranbrook’s
varslty coach, Robert Rogers, was
arrested off the team bus. A Harper
Woods assistant athletic director
was also arrested. Their court date
isFeb. L

Cranbrook officials have sald
from the start that the problem
brewed from raclal taunts and slurs
during both the juntor varsity and
varsity games. Harper Woods is all
white. Cranbrook’s ethnically di-
verse team is all world,

Last week Harper Woods Superin-
tendent Arthur Toth malled a letter
to Harper Woods parents saying the
Incldent was Inaccurate and exag-
gerated. He sald the Cranbrook ver-
slon of the evening was wrong, and
he blamed the press for overstating
the story,

SUPERINTENDENT TOTH s
correct in at least one respect. The
storles, Including those in The Ee.
centric, were one-sided. That's be-
cause Cranbrook offlcials talked to
the press; Harper Woods officlals, in-
cluding Toth, would not.

Every day of the week following
the iIncldent, The Eccentric called
‘Toth's office in search of a comment.
Each time a reporter was told that
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‘Toth was the person to talk to but
that he was In a meeting and una-
vailable. Each time a reporter left a
message asking that he call. More
than once, a reporter sald that only
one slde of the stery was being told,
and we wanted to hear the Harper
Woods' version. Not one call was re-
turned,

Ditto for the police department
where repeated calls got the same

I Only Chie! Gary Ford

Smmons Beoutyrest

SPECIAL
PURCHASE

" Even though we're clearing our

store for our upcoming remodeling, we could
not pass up this special closeout buy on

famous Simmons Beautyrest.

PRICES WILL NEVER AGAIN BE THIS LOW. QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED.

ONE TIME

18850 Mack Avenue,
Grossa Pointe Farms
686-5200

Opon Doty 930-530
Mon, Thura, Frl, ' 900 pm
Closed Sunday

Simmons Beautyrest “Exquisite” Reg. sale  ONLY PRICE
TWIN SIZE each plece savees 199" s] 59
FULL SIZE each plece ‘ s4095 . 3249 s209
QUEEN SIZE 2-plece set sigees 3599 3499
KING SiZE 3-plece sot sisooos 3849 5699

Uso your Mostarcard, Visa of Scolt's Revoving Chaigo.

could answer questlons. He was nev-
er avallable. He never returned
calls,

Perhaps Il these ofilcials returned
calls, they could explaln why Toth
sald the press exaggerated the story
while the police thought the incident
s0 serlous that Rogers was originally
charged with Ineiting a riot. Maybe
riots aren't blg deals in Harper
Woods.

TOTH HAD every right to reserve
comment until he had a firm grip on
what happened. Cranbrook offlcials
did not respond to press queries untll
‘Tuesday afternoon, By then they had
a lengthy statement abaut their ver-
ston of events,

But Harper Woods was silent,

hablted, pollution was a minor prob-
lem.

But now we have a river that kills
{ish, plants and animals. We have a
river that can harm human beings
because of the pollution it contalns.

Now $2 blllion over 20 years
spread across 50 communities in
Wayne, Oakland and Washienaw
counties really Isn't that much mon-
cy. With the help of the federal and
state governments, the payments
would be a lot easler to make. .

After all, cteanlng up a polluted
river in our community really is
more important than overthrowing a
government with which we disagree.
Maklng a river clean enough to swirm
in Is much more cost efficient than
bgzl:lng a bridge that we reatly don't
b h

We, as responsible taxpayers, res
ally must pay more atlention te
what our government offlcials are
doing. It's just not encugh to make
1ight of the fact that we don't think
they do much.

Their actions of neglect can be
just as harmful as any bill they
might pass or ordinance they might
enact.

Think about it the next time
“mindboggling” comes to mind.

golden

district of blatantly ignoring repeat-
ed raclal slurs. Harper Woods offi-
cials say that's not the case, but their
denla] was two weeks In the coming.

1f nothing else, an official could
have sald: We regret the Incidents of
last Friday night, but we do not be-
leve our students were guilty of ra-
clal taunts. In fact, we wish to stress
that our school openly welcomes any
and all visitors. We will have a more
complete statement after a com-
plete investigation.

Instead they sald nothing, which is
unfortunate. Perhaps they were
spending the last two weeks scouring
the school for the full story. But
thelr long silence will make some
believe that they were busy prepar-

which Is my Cranbrook offi-

cials essentlally accused Lhe school

g a
That’s not fair to anyone,
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MANUFACTURING MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE

54th Annual

JAN

SAMPLE

FUR SALE

-SAVE-

10% - 50%

EVERY ITEM IN STOCK REDUCED

FUGS

IN WINDSOR

UARY

SAVINGS

REG. NOW
Dark Female Mink Jacket 3,100 *1,780
(Stock #1012)
Sliver Racoon Jacket $1,280 650
(Stock #1000)
Red Fox Coat 4,500 13,500
(Stock #FXC100)
Female Lavender Mink Coat  #8,000 *5,600
{Stock #71170)
]
54 Years of Experience.

Specialists at Remodeling
& Lengthening Mink Coats.

S FINE CANADIAN FURRIER ,
762 OUELLETTE - DOWNTOWN WINDSOR

2 Blocks from the Tunnel

Duty & Sales Tax Refunded
Premium on U.S. Funds - 30%

MON.-SAT. 9-6 « FRI. 'TIL 9




