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By Casoy Hons
staft wrlter

Renting facilltles, or using “segre-
gated™ school-owned facillties, arc
options being considered in relocat-
ing an alternative education pro-
gram from the Shiawassee Center,

The allernative program educates
smdnnls who are rcsldcnls of Boys

fa-

space on thelr campus, but does not
plan to pursue further negotiations
until the school board makes a decl-
sion on boundarles and facilitles.

Faced with a crowding problem at
several clementaries, Farmington
school offlcials have discussed the
option of again uslng Shlawassce as
a regular school. It {s a former ele-
mentary,

The i school district

cility for emolionally disturbed boys,
Some are wards of (he state, ordered
there through the juvenile court sys-
tem.
“It's premature to make final
plans,” said assistant superintendent
Mary Lou Ankele, who handles alter-
native educatlon programs for the
Farmington district. “Nothing has
been firmed up.”

Ankele sajd she has had “positive
contacts” with the directors at Boys
Republic for renting classroom

has been requlred, by law, to educate
the youngsters at Boys Republle
since a 1975 state mandate. The stu-
dents were origlnally schooled on the
Boys Republic campus in Farming-
ton Hills and moved to In

nelghborhood. Shiawassee Center s
also in a resldential area.

Options for use of Shiawassee
have alse fucled rumors of blanket
malnstreaming of the 40-50.youths
age 12-17 Into the district’s three
high schoels. The rumors are nat
true, say two school officials.

“There would be no . . ., integra-
tion for the majorlty of these stu.
dents,” Ankele assured parents at a
Jan. 19 town meeting where bounda-
ries and facllitles were discussed.
“There have always been a few who
attend one of our high schools or
SWOVEC (Southwestern Oakland
Center  in

the [all of 1979,

Walled Lake). These (students) are
carefully sclected.”
S d Graham Lewls

TS IN the Hi;
School area have volced opposition
to moving the Boys Republic stu-
dents to that former eclementary
school, which sits in the middle of 2

sald students in the Shiawassee pro-
gram are handled the same as stu.
dents in any of the district’s alterna-
tive programs - with Individual

Neighbors oppose relocating
Boys Republic school nearby

alternative program.

in the Hij
School area say they are displeased
with rumors the school might be
used to house an alternatlve school
for resldents of Boys Republic.
tighmeadow is north of 12 Mlle,
between Orchard Lake and Middle-
belt roads. First used as High-
meadow Elementary, then pur-
chased by Lutheran Northwest High
Schaol, it was bought back by the
Farmington dlstrict last year and ts
currently used as an adult and com-
munity educatlon facility.

Gall Haynes, Holly Hill Farms As-
soclation presldent, made her
group's feelings known at a Jan, 19
school board study session. Her asso-
ciation has Invited superintendent
Lewls and school board members to
attend one of their mectings to dls-
cuss the matter, she sald.

In an adjolning subdivision, Susan

Shapiro circulated petitions oppos-
ing the use of Highmeadow for the

clarification

A magnet- type hl gh schucl was not

studying hlgh school faclllties, as re-
ported In a Jan. 21 Observer news
story.
John Washburn, chairman of the
school board-appainted panel that
made a recommendation to the

Boys
The petitions were submitted to the
school baard at the Jan. 19 meeting.
Shaplro, a clinleal social worker
for 15 years and also a parent, sald
she has no problems with Boys Re-
public resldents being malnstreamed
lnlu the school system tn smatl num-

Hcr concern is with those who
cannot be mainstreamed; she does
not feel they belong in a neighbor-
hood school such as Highmeadow for
safety rcasons,

“I'm all In favor of them gettlng
the education,” she sald, “But I've
dealt with a lot of dellnquent kids. As
far as I'm concerned, your worst

g:nger is thls adolescent group of

Assistant superintendent Mary
Lou Ankele stressed that no decle
sions had been made about moving
the aiternative cducation program
currently housed at Shlawassee Cen-
ter,

She visited several facilities, in-
cluding Highmeadow, but “there are
no facilities that have been designat.
ed for the Boys Republic (students),”
she sald.

There will be no such designations,
she sald, until the school board
makes a fina) decision on boundaries
and facllities for the 1988-89 school
year,

New elementary school
full of ‘hidden’ costs

Continued from Page 1

Flanagan would prefer a 7.25 per-
cent bond [ssue over 10 years, cost.
Ing $5.6 million, instead of a 30-year
bond Issue, which would cost the dis
trict about $3 million more In inter-

est,
The district does not want to dip

‘Into its fund equity, or surplus, to

build the new school because of fu-
ture concerns about statewlde equal-
lzing of school financing, Flanagan
sald in a report to the citizens panel
studying boundaries and facilittes.
“It’s inevitable that school fInanc.
ing will change drastically in the
near future, and when it does, it will

school board, did on the
magnet concept during a Jan. 19
school board meeting, saylng: “mag-
net schools should be pursued for the
future.”

HARBOR ISLAND SPA
‘Lose' Walght ln 88

y alfect F school
to the tune of milllons of dollars
each ycar,” he sald,
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Farmington district has been talked
about for several years.

It was discussed in 1986 when
some minor redistricting was done
at the clementary level; today, t is
again being considered as an option
to helplng the crowding situation,

The district owns a 12-acre parcel
of land on the southeast corner of
Halsted and 11 Mile and a 20-acre
parcel on the Intersectlon’s north-
east corner,

‘There are currently no school
buildings west of Drake, between
Elght Mile and 14 Mile, where most
of the new resldential development
has occurred in Farmington Hlils,

Farmington
Education
Association

32316 Grand River, Sulte 204
Farmington, M1 48024

trcalment and consideration,

“These students that went Into the
(general cducation) schools are the
students that really luwc no hoslllily
= no soclal preblem,” he sald. “1
can assure people there will be no

of kids into the
program.”

‘Two Boys Republlc residents be-
gan attending school at Harrison
High as winter semester began Jan.
18, Ankele confirmed.

Not helping the district in its ef-
forts was 2 mid-December Incldent,

in which an administrator at
Shinwassee Center was atabbed with
a screwdriver as he attempted to
stop two students — resldents of
Boys Republic — from stealing his
truck from the school parking lot.
The assistant supervisor who was In-
jured, Charles Autry, has been inte-
gral in turning the school program
around during the past two years,
accerding to past reports.

boys have been caught and
are no lonzer staying at the Boys Re-
public facllity, school offlclals sald.

oys Republic caught in school growth debate

Other police problems have pla.
gued the Boys Republic school pro-
geam over the years, but not on a
regular basis. A fight lavolving a
group of 10 youths from the center
broke out durlng the school day in
1983, At that time, the program was
nearly twice as large with more than

70 youths.

School officlals say the {deal situa-
tlon would be to agaln operate the
program on the Boys Republic cam-

pus, at 28000 Nine Mlle, between
Mlddlnbell and Inkster.

N. Farmington player dies
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Dennis Mikel. They went to his ald,
inittally thinking he might have had
an asthma attack, and also called for
Larry Birkett, who had olficiated the
gome and Is o Southfield Fire De-
partment paramedic.

Birkett gave Immediate car-
diopulmonary resuscltation until
firefighters and paramedics arrived.

Letters were sent home Wednes-
doy to all parents, advising them of
the situation, Cowan added.

Negoshtan said students were ex»
periencing “an overflow of feellngs"
and an “extreme amount of griel.”

Leiter’s teammales met during
the day Wednesday to deal with thelr
grief and discuss the sltuation, the
coach sald, Teachers were very un-
allowing students out of

to
rcvlve Lelter en route to the hospl-
tal. Lelter had no previous heart
problems and had recently passed a
physleal, Cowan sald.

At North Farmington Wednesday
morning, students, faculty and staff
were extremely distressed at their
Ias!fi athletle director Ron Holland
82

School officlals 1mmedintcly nc-
tivated a “crisis te

lass to deal with thelr gricf as need-

Muung after a mid-day informal
practice Wednesday, the team decld-
ed to play thelr scheduled Western
Lakes Activities Association game at
8 p.m, Friday at Farmington High.

“I don't know how well we'll
play,” Negoshian said, “I'm not even
concerned about that. It this doesn't
put it in and make you

school soclal worker, counselnr and
adminlnistrator, who had sessions
available for students who needed
grief counseling. Psychologists from
William Beaumont Hospital in Royal
Oak were also brought in to meet
with the students.

realize iUs fust a game, I don't know
what will, It's just a game."

AT THE home of family friends {n
Farmington Hills, more than 40 stu-
dents gathered on Wednesday to dis-
cuss thelr grief and share comments

about their friend. “He was very im-
portant to us,” said Barbara Alpert,
a close family friend. “These kids
werx]-c all close to him. They are total-
i

y"‘l'ht: love belng shown to him —
that's the most important thing. He
died doing what he loved the most.”

‘The funeral is scheduled for 1 p.m,
today at Ira Kaufman Chapel, 18325
W, Nine Mile, Southfield. Rabbl Lane
Stelnger of Temple Emanu-el, Oak
Park, will offlclate. Burial will be in
Beth El Memorlal Park, Livonla,

Lelter is survived by bls father,
Samuel; two sisters, Michele and
Melissa; and his grandparents, Mary
and Gerald Leiter, Dorls and Heary
Wechsler and Janet and William
Shapiro, all of Florida,

Lelter's natural mother died 17
years ago at the age of 24, when he
was 6 months old. She had a rare
form of llver cancer, according to
family members.

Staff writers Casey Hans, Bob
Skiar and Dan O'Mecara contrib.
uted to this report,
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Bullding for Your Future
TO THE POINT

Bullding Good Feelings
No two poople are allke, Each
person’ ls bom with ditforent tal.
ents and abilitfes. It I8 our respone
sibllity to hetp our children roalize
that their talonts are not betior or
worso than snother's, but ditfgr-
ant. Wo can help youngstars by
sccopting and developing the tale
onta that thoy have. Wae can also
teach our children to accept and
oapprociste the diifarences In
othors, Here are some ways 10
show accoptance of your child as
an unique Individusl and 1o teach
your chiid o be accepting of
thors,

of
HELP CHILDREN FOCUS ON
THEIR OWN STRENGTHS —
EVERYONE DOES SOMETHING

— Havo them make & tist of thelr
strongiha,

- You mlkc a list of thelr
strongth:

HELP CHII-DHEN APPRECIATE

THE BTRENQTHS OF OTHERS, .

— Have them share tha llat of

malr strengths wilh tamily

mombecs an

1

~ Have them make o (st of
atrengths of others,

= Poinl out the Importance of
ditferences In our lives. “Sara

e

help Nl brothor with his mllh

— Model Anprocllllcn by ualng

o

siatements oppre-
clate your 1rl-nd Edward's

lll-

ACCEPT CHCWR!N'O FEEUNGS

A8 VALID FOR THEM,

= Help them understand thal It ia
OK to have feelings and thet
there are appropritle ways of
expressing them.

— At unomolional times oxplore
with them -eeopuhn weys of

expresaing teelings.
TAKE CHILDMN BERIOUBLY.
Bacome Involved In thelr acitv-
ities. Do things together that

Ihuy think and do. It ls mors
offociive than pralse.

ASK THE EXPERTS

Wmter Sale Event

Ethan Allen's wallpapors, gallory and

compilmentary fabrica, ask our

Infertor dosign carpets and oxporta bhow (o

sorvice s decorative make your

dodicated to accessories, homa achiovo

helping you our experts will its lruo design

mako the right always make POt .

decorating your porsonal CANOVA CHERRY COLLECTION
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‘Whothor you priority. 68" Glass Top Table, 27-6003 $1340.75  $1009.78
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In coordinating 84” Broakiron Butfot, 27-6007 $1398.75  $1140.78
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fumlture, . Intoour 27600718009 5314550 $2540.50
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