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STEPHEN CANTRELL/sati phelographer

and Joe Lannon co-star in the St. conlinues through Saturday, Feb. 20, at the

the musical romance “They're
Song.” The show opens Friday, Feb. 5, and

p of play n
Playing Our mation, call 844-0527,

Id Hills, For ticket infor-

-:upcoming
things to do

Deadline for the Upcoming
calendar is one week ahead of
publication. Jtems must be
received by Thursday, to be con-
sidered for publication the fol.
towing Thursday. Send to: Ethel
Simmons, Entertainment Edi-
tor, the Observer & Eccentric,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.

® MAGIC SHOW

Matt Jacebson, 16-year-old mag-
{clan, will perform at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan, 30, at the Community
House in Blrmingham. The show
originally scheduled for Jan. 16
was canceled .when Jacobson got
the flu. It was the first perform-
ance he missed in elght years. For
information on tickets at $3 call
644-5832,

@ IMPROV NIGHT

The Actors Alllance Conservato-
ry presents Monday night improv
classes with Jonathon Round. The
class begins 7-10:30, Monday, Feb.
1, and continues for six wecks
through Monday, March 7, In

Southfield. Each session will meet
from 7-10:30 p.m. at a cost of $150.
Advanced, as well as new improvi.
satfonal students may join (his ac-
celerated course. Early registra.
tion Is advised. Call Actors All-
ance at 642-1326 from 8 am. to §
p.m. Mondays-Fridays.

@ RADIO MARATHON
“Have a Heart,” kick-off party
for the 1988 DSO
QRS Radio Marathon, will be held
5 p.m, Sunday, Feb. 7, at the Radls-
son Plaza Hotel in Southfleld. The
cvent Includes hors d’ocuvres, si-
fent auction, prize drawing and
cash bar. There will be cntertaln-
ment, and a complimentary sweet
table will follow. The party is spon-
sored by the Detroft Sympany
League and the Women's Assocla-
tion for the Detroit' Symphony Or-
chestra, with all proceeds Lo bene-
{1t the DSO, Tickets at $25 per per-
:or;‘mny be bought by calling 851~
524,
® PRIZE DRAMA
“Crimes of the Heart,” winner of

the Pulitzer Prize and the Drama
Crities Circle award in 1881, begins
a three-weekend run Friday, Feb.
5, at Oakland University at Varner
Studio Theater in Rochester Hills.
Performances wiil be at 8 p.m, Fri-
days-Saturday, Feb, 5-6, 1213 and
19-20, and at 2 p.m. Sundays, Feb 7,
14 and 21. The play examines the
plight of three young Mississipp!
sisters betrayed by their passions,
Tickets are $8 general admisslon,
$5. for senlor citizens and children
and $4 for QU students, For ticket
information call the Center for the
Arts box office at 370-3013,
® JAZZ NIGHTS

Max & Erma's Jazz nights are
from 9-11:30 p.m. Sundays, Feb. 7-
29, in Farmington Hills. Attrac-
tlons are the Blues Cruiser featur-
ing Steve Gornall and Bugs Bed-
dow, Sunday Feb. 7; the Hot Club,
Sunday, Feb, 14, and Fast Tracks,
Sundays, Feb. 21 and 28, Cover
charge of $2 is redeemable with
any Max & Erma's food purchase.
The lounge menu is available for
late night snacks.

Sci-fi star plays
a heroic role

By Cathle Breidenbach
special writer

OR THE LAST 21 years, Wal-
ter Koenig has been over-
coming assorted cvil allens
in outer spacce as Chekhov

In the “Star Trek™ TV series and in
all four “Star Trek” films. Now the
actor/weiter s “in space” once
agaln, to shoot a new sclence fiction
{lim called “Moontrap” for Magic
Lantern Productions, in Troy.

Koenig says of his sclence fletion
niche in film. “I've been pigeonholed,
but this is great fun. I like to expand
my horizons and do different kinds
of characters, ‘Moontrap’ Is a very
different role from what I've been
playing.”

For starters, he porirays an all.
American  NASA  astronaut in
“Moantrap” Instead of the Russtan,
Chekhov, of the “Star Trek" series.
And Lhls time around he gets to be
the hero, Jason Grant, rather than
Just 2 crew member on the Starship

Enterprise.

“THIS GUY JASON Is in control.
He leads an expedition to the moon
in the late 1980, discovers a hostile
robot culture and takes the responsi-
billty for protecting earth,” Koenlg

id.

Co-star Bruce Campbell, a fellow
astronaut and hls sidckick n the
film, sald, “Jason’s the hero. you can
always tell who's the hero. He's the
one who gets the grl."

“Yea, 1 get the 14,000-year-old
glrl," Koenig shot back. In “Moon.
trap” his romantic interest is Mera,
an earthling from a prehlstoric earth
colony played by newcomer Leigh
Lombardi, She's freeze-preserved in
a lunar crypt so she can warm [uture
earthilngs about the robots threaten-
Ing totake over earth.

Her crypt looks llke a cross be-
tween a glorified manhole cover and
an anclent altar as it waits discovery
on the lunar set. Most of the film is
being shot in a converted warehouse
on Rochester Road In Troy.
Betweeen takes, Koenig and the rest
of the cast and crew wear surglcal
masks to filter out the dust that
hangs in the air, a lingering speclal
effect created by cement dust and a
smoke machine used to recreate the
arid lunar landscape. Behind the
camera, they look llke M®A*S*H*

‘This guy Jason is in control. He leads
an expedition to the moon in the late
1980s, discovers a hostile robot
culture and takes the responsibility for

protecting earth.’

— Watlter Koenig

astonauts stationed on the moon.

KOENIG PLAYS the heronot asa
superman but as a realistlc modern
man with inner anxieties and con-
filets (not to mention the external
difficulties he has with the race of
mallclous lunar robots). Back on
carth he's separated from his wife
and having trouble with his son. Qut
in space he faces private anxieties.
Koenig says of the character, “Jason
is In his early 40s and wonders with
the encroaching years if he's still as
capable as he once was.”

A genuine attempt to be realistic
lies behind the presentation of char-
acters in the {itm and in the sets con-
structed by a leam of carpenters
working nonstop In another section

“of the warchouse.

Robert Dyke, the flim's producer/
director and the power behind Magie
Lantern Productions, sald, “Realism
Is what makes this {ilm unique. My
alm Is to take a core scl-fi premise
— spacemen go to mooan, flnd beauti-
ful woman, fight monsters — and
translate it into a reallstic tale.”

Dyke says, “We try to keep the scl-
ence as accurate as possible by
trylng to dupllcate on our scts NASA
photos of the moon's surface. We
take the imagery of the moon that
we've all seen for the past 20 years
and Introduce it into a fantastic sto-
ryline.” X

A WRITER as well as an actor,
Koenig has a keen ear for good sto-
rylines, Besldes working in film and
in theater, he writes screenplays, TV
seripts and novels. He has written
eplsodes for TV shows “The Incredl-
ble Hulk,” “Family” and “Land of
the Lost” and for the anlmated “Star
Trek” series. His second novel,
“Buck Alice and the Actor Robot,” is
due out In March.

In real life, 51-year-old Koenlg

tives with his family in Los Angeles
and divides his time between acting
in flms, working as a stage actor
and writing, Dry spells between jobs
are the bane and the reality of an
acting career.

Asked whether he prefers working
in film to working on stage, he said,
“I like working. That’s the prerequi-
slte,”

Then he admlts, "1 find theater
most gratifying, but It pays the least,
So between {lim jobs I try to do the-
ater. 1 do a lot of theater in L.A. —
comedy and drama.”

He lists roles in “Steambath™ and
“The Deputy,” as highlights. along
with playlng Pompeius with Lynn
Redgrave and Timothy Dalton In
*“Anthony and Cleopatra.”

Shooting on the 3.6-million-dollar
film 1s scheduled to wrap up in Feb-
ruary. The film will hopefully be
shown at the Cannes Film Festival
in May and be released natlonally in
August.

TWO PROJECTS wait in the
wings [or the conclusion of Koenig's
other-worldy adventures ln “Moon-
trap.” He has written a screenplay,
“When You Are Ready, C.B." which
he hopes to see produced. He wants
to play Tom Sawyer in a play called
“The Boys In Autumn. He has no aim
to pretend he’s the tousle-haired kid
Mark Twaln invented but rather
wants to play a grown-up Tom with
a smattering of gray in his hair.

He says of the lnnovative produc-
tlon, “It's likely it’s going to happen.
The play will debut in L.A.. then go
ontour.

Meanwhlle, Koenig wears an au-
thentle replica of a NASA spacesuit
and mans the controls of a Saturn
rocket bound for a dangerous cxpe-
dition to the moon. This thoughtful
man of many talents for once gets to
be the hero.

Koenig plays the hero notas a
superman but as a realistic
modern man with inner anxieties

robots).

and conflicts (not to mention the

external ditficulties he has with
the race of malicious lunar
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General Admisslon 5850, senl

Sun, Jan. 24th, 7 pm._Sun, Jan, 31st, 7 pm.
Sat, Feb. 6th, 8pm. Sun, Feb. 7th, 7 pm,

The Jewish Community Center with Nancy Gurwin Productions
presents

i
STARTNG
NOW

.. starring Ginger Freers, Danny Gurwin and Rita Jury
i

A MUSICAL
REVUE

Nancy Brassert

JANUARY 23rd, 8 p.m.
Sat, Jan. 30th, 8 pm.

lor Cltizens $8.00, Students $5.00

For ticket infarmation and reservatlons, call Nancy Gurwin at 354-0545
Presented at the Jewish Community Center,
6600 West Maple Rd., W, Bloomflelo, M1 48322, 661-1000
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Sat, 12-11 PM =S

{ 469 S. Woodward « Birmingha

644-2913

l“' Pearl’s m@@
-Garden

Serving the Finest in

Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons » Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM«Friday 11 AM-11PM

unday 12-10 PM

i
)

WHO’S DON KOSTYU??

TALK /INFGRMATION

Well, if you liked MARK SCOTT, former Detroit Radio
Talk Host, you'll LOVE Don Kostyu, your new host of
““Town Mesting.” A talk show that gives you the
ivilgtiltlscclunl armor you need to protect your individual
rights.

“Pown Mecting" is heard Monday thru Friday
from 10 AM to 11 AMon

1090 Atk
Call 421-0707 with your “Town Moaeting"”
Comments and Questions

! copled by many.
5. Wa serve quellty foodl
{ o

TRINI & CARMENS
1745 N. Telegraph Rd.
332.6851

5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Indspendent and family owned.

2, Centuries of knowledge and culture.

3.Serving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
children and grandchiidren of our earliest customers.

4. We wera tha first with our own style Nacho- and

Atlantic City

One Day Trip

ron SPQ. |

521.2100 %

This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!

* Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights
Luurk "

* Indoor swimming pool and sauna
* %20“Hilion Money™ to spend for refreshments and/or dinner
atHurley's, Charley's Crab and/or The Wicker Works Restaurant
24hour advance reservations required!
JUNORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Road, Troy, MI 48096
(313) 879-2100

Cnechay achance bk rrausrd Offer vad Fraday, Saturday and Sumday rghts untd May 1. T8

lively lounge
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