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State job training aid to be ‘market driven’

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Three dozen men and women with
black UAW jackets shook the rotun-
da of the State Capitol in Lansing
with thelr chant:

“We — want — jobs — NOWI*

“They’re mad. The governor's Just
as mad that we got no natice from
GM about the plant layolfs,” sald
Joe Forbes last week as people wait-
ed for the State of the State address,

Now director of Gov. James
Blanchard’s job tralning programs,
Forbes, a former state representas
tive from Southfield and Oak Park,
was planning to hear the speech
from hls old floor leader’s desk in
the House chamber although he at-
ready knew what was In the 23-min-
ute address,

“WE'RE WORKING on a $100-
millien revolving fund,” Forbes said.
anks would make loans to busl-
ness for job retraining. The state
would process the loans and pay the
interest.

Etlzabeth Howe — one-time Bir-
mingham Eecentrie reporter, Ben.
dix personnel executive and Deme-
cratic publicist and now director of
the state Labor Department —
jolned the

Joe Forbes, who heads Gov. Blanchard’s job message from his former haunt in the House of
training programs, heard the Stala of the State Ropresentatives chamber,

skills fund “the largest state initia-
tive in America to help our business-
es provide Michigan workers with
new skills,”

The recasonlng, according to a
brief lng paper, goes like this;

Some 90 percent of people who
wihl be in Michigan's work force in
the year 2000 nlmdy are in jobs,

“It’'s market-driven. Your boss,
Phil Power, had a lot to say about
iL,"” Howe said, Power is chairman of
Suburban Communications Corp. and
a member of the governor's advisory
.group on job trining.

By “market-driven,” Howe meant
‘that tralning needs would be decided
‘by the ultimate users — “It’s up to
‘the employers who do the hirlng."

BLANCHARD'S speech called the

public lon won't
help this "nlrcady working majori.

mm—em state efforls headed by
Forbes, Howe and the Department of
Education can assist only 200 to 300
firms a yea

The Bkllls lund will offer lnlemt-
free loans

Ex will be
able to borrow up to $1,000 for each
worker lo be retrained. A lirm would
be limited to $100,000.

The companles could use what-
ever “training providers” they deem
appropriate, but it's expected they
will contract through public educa.
tion institutions, particularly com-
muni! colleges.

PLAUD the job training pro-
grarn he's proposed,” sald Republi.
can state Sen, R, Robert Geake of
Northville.

“We're going to have to look care-
fully at the details, but this kind of
across-the-board program, comblned
with the of the

retraln melr employees for new

250,000 workers In state-funded
trainlng over the next five years.

Elsman makes
GOP Senate bid

James Leonard Elsman, longtime
Democrat turned “Robertson Repub-
lican,” is running again for the US.

te.

nate.
The 51-year-old Birmingham at-
torney last ran for the Senate in
1876, linishing last In a four-man
mocratic primary that was won
by Donald Riegle, now seeking his
third term. Elsman called it “ironle”
that he and Riegle switched partles
,Indifferent directions,
- Elsman will face former U.S. Rep.
“Robert Huber of Troy. Huber ran
»third In the four-man 1976 primary.
- Another expected entrant is former
:U.S Rep. Jim Dunn of East Lansing.

¢ ELSMAN SAID he would work to
~be & “peacemaker” at this weekend's
.Repuhllcm state convention In
>Grand Raplds. Citing “Michigan's
:lnng tradition of dividing power” be-
-~tween the parties, he sald voters are
Mtired of Sen. Rlegle and desiring of
‘a change.”
¢+ Elsman sald he switched parties
‘over the abortlon lssue and “the
movement to return to Judeo-Chris-
tian values.”

While supporting Robertson, Els-
wan said he will seek proportional
representation at the natlonal con-
ventlon for George Bush and Jack
Kemp supporters.

HE SAID he disagreed with Rob-
‘ertson, the former television evan-
;gelist, on such lssues as prayer In
'puhlic schools, “I don't want some

Return to

AP — Michigan Republicans, in
an effort to be first to pick delegates
.for the presidential nominating con-
vention, have created a divisive sys-
tem that should be serapped in favor
of a primary, two Republican con-

gressmen said,

' “To me it 13 just not worth this
hassle it has cmled. said Rep.
Fred Upton, R-St. Joseph,

Rep. Bill Schume. R'Saalord,
said, “I think that in the future, we
ought to go back to a primary.

Schuette supports Vice Prelldent

James L. Elsman
Senate hopeful

teachers lelllng my kids what to
pray,” he sa!

Declarlng lllegle would “beat
himself,"” Elsman sald the Incumbent
Democrat's “ultra llberal record, his

and his
campalgn {Inances will do it.”

But he added, “I'll have to concede
him the ultra-liberal, homosexual
and pro-abortion vote, but that is not
the Mlchizan I know.”

primary,

'say 2 congressmen

publican convention Jan. 2830 In
Grand Rapids.

Schuette nld conventions in his
own 10th Congressional District,
which Includes Midland, lacked the
open disputation seen eluwhen In
the state,

“We're keeping our eye on the
ball,” Schuectte sald, “The key thing
Is I'm convinced in February, when

process i3 over and our people
voice their ymn:n‘_nte . we'll get
bnck tozcu:

porunee of electing a nl:

George Bush for the n
doz no

publlcan P
disputes in the party, he

Upton has
candldate,

MOST MICHIGAN Republicans In
Congress wera on vacalon during
Thunday night's county conventlons,

; and aldes said they were unavallable

+for comment.

{“Bush was declared the winner

i Thundly nlghl. But backers of rival
and Jack

sald,

UPTON SAID he hoped the 111
{eeling In Michigan presidential poll-
tice doesn't “splll over to other rac-
e

“You can never tell,” Upton said.
‘I eenmnly&n created lom: real
a fally will

rﬂ’emp said Ihey would challenge
) Bush delegates before the state Re-

t be
healed, and 1 think that Is golna to
take some time.”

S e

Men, If you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
. at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

in current job-training programs is
just what we need to get people —
and our state — back on their feet,”
Geake said in a news statement,

many ldeas in Blanchard’s blueprint
for 1988, particularly ones which
used private resources and respond-
ed to the market.

THE ADMINISTRATION'S effort
had been more than a year In the
works.

At Blanchard's election night 1986

Educational leve! of Michigan's
workforce is not keeping pace
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Michlgan's workforce 13 under-educated for the jobs that are
hecoming avallable, according to the Blanchard administra-
tion's I[nterpretation of federal census and employment fig-
ures. The state workforce has too few college graduates and
too many persons with fess than a high school diploma for the

victory party, Forbes sald job train.
ing would be a major of
the second term:.

It didn't happen in 1987, and many

ment at the lack of Inltiatives in
Blanchard's State of the State
speech.
‘This year’s tune has changed. The
governor used the term “the cutting
edge” several umm ln the economie
portion of his m:
Other items In lhe juh skilis chap-

jobs

ter:

e Blanchard's office of job train-
ing (Forbes) will join GM and the
UAW In {fundin

the years 1887 and 2000,

move rapidly toward new employ-
ment . . . based on our current pilot
erfon.! which used plant-based la-

8
grams, particutarly in the 1-75 c«?rrl-
dor communities.
® Forbes' office will “launch a
new rapld response approach to as-
sist when auto plants are shut down
or downsized . . . to help warkers

to or-
ganize the response.”

® The state will “promote em-
ployee ownership by providing firms
and workers with information they
need to declde whether employee
ownership wil) work for them.”

ERIOR

We'll help you create one room. Or an entire home.
Whether we stant with four bare walls, or work with
{urnishings sou already have, each of our 35 professtonal
desipners ean provide the creatlve expertise to plan and
complete rooms you'll fove living i,

Your rooms will be a reflection of your tastes,
not your deslgnera. Every design project presents
problems thal creative collaboratlons can solve.
aod our steprby-step plan will ensure that the
completed room is everything you capect=—and mone.

Qur designers are experts at working within your
budget. There I 10 cost for Lhe services of our Interior
Desipn Studio when you purchase your home fumishings
from your hudsor's designer. Or 1If you're nt planning to
purchase at this time, we atso offer a consultation
service for an hourly fee, . .youll find this particularly
convenlent if you are still in the Initial stages of
ballding or purchasing your new home.

You have several payment options. You ean use your
Hudson's Oplion Account, VISA® MasterCard®
American Express® Cand or Discover™ Card, On
purchases over S300, Hudson's Home Account glves you
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