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HREE cheers.
Farmington Hlils
councilman Ben

Marks lauded the
Farmington schoot board for a
Job well dene Jan. 19,

“I don’t think anyone in this
room gives them enough
credit,” the council llaison to
the schoel board teld parents at

atown meetlng about
redistrlcting proposals.

“Don't wait until you have a
selective situation,” he
challcngcd parents. “Don't walt
until you're threatened. Get
your fannles out and to those
meetings.”

BENEFIT hoops.
Farmington Department of
Public Safety officers will take
on a team from WCZY-FMina
baskelball game to benefit the

fight against cercbral palsy
Thursday, Feb. 11

The game will begln at 7:30
p.m. at Farmington High
School, Shiawassee at Orchard
Lake, Tickets arc $1 and can be
bought at the public safety
department, the high school or
at the door.

EASING flooding.
Farmington’s storm water
drains reached capacity during

3 recent rain, causing some
local basements to flood and
some local resldents to
complain.

Future improvements to
Orchard Lake Road will deal
with dralnage in both
Farmington and Farmington .
Hills and "may handle some of
thelr problems,” clty manager
Robert Deadman sald,

FOOTNOTES One year
ago this week — Agnes
Mansour, former state
Department of Social Services
director and a former Mercy
nun, was named exccutive
adviser to the Mercy Health
Servlces Speclal Inltintive for
the Poar in Farmington Hiils,
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Moment of remembrance

North Farmington basketball players stand
single-file during &8 moment of silence prior
!o Friday’s game at Farmington High School

former

Le]ler. The Raiders played their firat game
since Tuesday night when Lelter, a North

Player’s love |
of life recalled§

O Teammates react to
loss of a friend, 1C

“Life is too brief
Between the budding
and the falling feaf . .

By Casey Hans
and Bob Skler
staff writers

— from Matthew Leller 's eulogy

Matthew

Family, friends and teamma
recalled the youth's love of basket-
ball, his warmth and his humor as
they offered each other comfort.

“It's ironic that be dled through
his heart, bocauso that's where he

. gave the most,” his older sister, M-

cbele. 2ald last week, “I was honored
to have known someone as beaut!ful
and as wonderful as him.”
Matthew Lelter, a North Farming-
ton High School junl:;llldlod 'hm:lny

There werc prayers and
Thursday,
Southileld to pay tribute to 17-year-
old Matthew Leiter.

night

tears game, the first in whlch he had
as hundreds gathered in played lollowlnguyuronu:ejunlor

Plaasa turn to Pago 2

Farmington junlor and reserve forward, died
unexpectedly following a game with West-
fand John Qlenn. The Raiders pulled out a
victory In the final minute Friday, 53-52. See
Page 1C for game dotails.
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Twenly-Flva Cents

Hills man on
trial for 1985
death of wife

By Casey Hans
stoff wrller

‘The murder trial of a man accused
of killlng his wife and setting fire to .
the family's Hills

The charred remains of
50-year-old Marlene
Edwards were

house began in Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court last week, more than two
years after the incident occus

‘The charred remains of 50-year-
old Marlenc Edwards were discov-
cred after the Oct. 14, 1985, house
firc on Rhonswood in Farmington
Hllls.

Her husband, James Arnold Ed-
wards, 56, Is charged with murder-
ing her. He faces three counts:

o first-degree murder, that s,
premedltated murder;

@ felony murder, murder com-
mitted In the commission of another
felony, in this case, arson;

® arson, the malicious setting of
afire,

1f convicted of the charges, he
could face life In prison.

‘The couple was one month shy of
celehrmlng thelr 25th wedding annl-
versary when the Incident occurred,
Southfield defense attorney Nicholas
Smith said.

During the past two years, three

--ulnvuuuvubeendm o6 the vios — was™|

tim's body by three medical examin-
ers, One requlred court-ordered ex-
humation,

The burden on assistant Oakland
County prosccutor Joyce Todd will
be to determine the cause of death
— on which the three examiners

tthew Leiter .
‘Hc loved basketbell’

Budget chief

He helps manage state money

By Loraine McClish
staftwritor  °

M 84, Shelby Solomon is one of the
youngeat lppolntwl af the governor
to direct the Department of Manage-

. menl and Budget.
‘The martagement part of the titla
‘makes him manager of all state con-

tracts, facilities and s:ercnh:ln‘ e
Dy . big

“There hasn't
Sl s poey b gal, spiah

g shifts c3," 8]

Ing of the lou':-o months sinco he took
the position.

“There hasu't been time. The gov-
ernor was forced to veto some legls-
latlon and re-cnact some pleces of

the '87-88 budget when I came here.

Bo I've been working on the ‘87-88
and "'BMD. budgets at the same
me. .

(ot proposss 1.8 Blon, 198549
o on, G
zenmmnd budget made the dead-
line after top” work, Solomon
mldl‘:lslb‘:l!wu 1t will be puaed ¥y

e

In putting togethu' the bud(&t, his
Job la to reflect the governor’ s views,
He's also ruponllble for the u.l tll-
lion school ald fund budget. -

Solomon has a good undnnundlnx
of the governor's views because he
worked closely with him for seven
years when James Blanchard was a
U.S, rapmenhuva !:om ldlchlutn.

Farmington Hills,

.people .

Solomon s the son of Glorla and
Erneat Solomon. He's preaident of

Cadillac Insurance Co. and owaer of
Ernle’s Dell and Muunt. both In
His slster,
tepbanie, manages Ernle's, at M

‘8
‘wood Square.

DURING HIS senlor m} at Mick-
igan State Unlverslty, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree In politi-

K3

have d d during p: Y
testimony, Todd also must prove
that Edwards set the fire In which
his wife's body was found.

“In such a badly burned body, it's
very dlfficult to determine the cause
of death,” sald Todd, in her opening
statement to jurors Thursday. “It 1s
not careless smoking, as much as the
delendnnl might want you to believe,

think the notlon of an

df ed after the
Oct. 14, 1985, house fire
on Rhonswood in
Farmington Hills.

“No matter why this tragedy oc-
curred, what happened Is that this
man murdered his wife and set fire
to his house."

Jury selection began Tuesday. The
trial 1s expected to take several
weeks, Both attorneys were admon-
ished Thursday by Circult Judge
Francls O'Brien, who recessed to al-
low them to share potential evidence
exhibits and paperwork, to “aveld
further delays. The matter should
nald be trial by sneak or surprise,” he

sald.

Smith chose to offer his opentng
remarks Lo the jury, referring to the
original Oakland County medical ex-
aminer’s report, which sald Marlene
Edwards dled of “natural causes.” 1t

changed - to -vead - “un-

“There was a smoking fire afler
Mrs. Edwards had her heart attack,”
Smith sald.

Smith also disputed the charge of
felony arson, uying “the fire did not
cause thls death, What we're deallng
withls nplnlom

“James Edwards did not kill his
wife. He did not burn down the house
he deslgned.”

Accordlng to the defense, Ed-
wards and his wife “planned, de-
signed and orchestrated the build-
ing" of thelr Rhonswood Street
house, moving In shortly before.
Christmas of 1973, Both worked for

ﬂm will be totally dispelled. ’
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Hills not expecting

big water

By Joanne Maliszowsk]
statf writer

Farmington Hills water users
might be able to turn on the {aucet
without dollar signs on thelr minds
this year,

Though Detroit Increased jts 't

wholesale water rates an average of
§ percent for 1968-89, Farmington
Hills users aren’t expected to feel
much, If any, of the pinch, said Dale
Counlegnn nssistant to the publie
services director.
"Rlxbt now, we're not alarmed by
crease coming from Detroit,”
ho sald “I don't thknk there's any

rate hike

The Detrojt Water and Sewerage
rtment i3 increasing water

ratu from $5.75 to $8.03 per 1,000
cublc feet, Last year, based on (he
average use of 5,000 cuble feet of
water used, the average Farmingten
Hlll: user pald about $37-$38 a quar-

l.ast year, when Detroit decreased
both water and sewage rates, Farm-
ington Hills residents continued to
pay at the higher rato charged the
previous year, While other suburban
users were paying $5.75 per 1,000
cuble feet of wn!er used, Farmlng-

n Hills users were paylng at the
previous, higher rate of $6.26, Coun-
tegan said.

drastic change for than
what thoy pald last year.”"
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Michl n Dopnrtmnn! of lemonl and Budget dlmctor
Ploaso turn 1o Pm? smlby Solomon, at work In his Lansing office,
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