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tient's condltion, including place-
ment in monitored beds. In order 10
be reimbursed through Medicare,
certain patlents must be in a monl-
tored bed 24 to 48 hours, Eckels sald.

ECKELS ALSO cited a "huge in-
Icrease In the indigent, uncompensat-
led carc population, primarily In
Wayne County.” That affects Qak-
land, too, because when one hospital
reroutes, ambulances carry patients
north.

‘The natlona) nursing shortage also
is having an effeet. Botsford, for ex-
ample, may have several open crll!-
cal carc beds but If there aren't
cnough nurses for the unit, the beds
can't be used, Scheuber said.

“The nursing sltuation is espectal-
1y acute when talking about critical
care and staffing monitored beds.
1t's a pressure-filled environment
for a nurse, Some hospitals have had
to reduce the number of critical care
beds because of the need for nurses,”
Eckels said

Ambulances must
often turn away

When possible, patlents are held Iny
the emergency room if a eritical
care or telemetry bed will soon b
available. As with the other nlae hos.
pitals in the county EMS system.
Botsford wilt not turn away a patlen
who can't be stabilized and ls in dan:
ger of dying, Scheuber said.

“We have only so much room in
the ER (emergency room),” he sald,
adding that many patients also are]
transported by private car.

A HEART attack patlent coming
to the emergency room by car mus
be tzken In even Hf It means rerout|
ing an ambulance. The patlent trans
ported by car doesn’t have the bene-|
{it of a paramedlc who can stabilize|
the conditton, Scheuber sald,

Spencer Johnson, president of the
Michigan Hospltal Association, said
last week, “You can only accept the)
patlent if you can care for the pa:
tient.”

Staff writer Atice Collins cond
tributed to this report,

Botsford plans more beds, larger ER

By Joanno Mallszewsk]
stalf wrlter

It won't change overnight. But Botsford Gener-
al Hospltal offlclals are taking steps to curtail
rerouting of ambulances to other hospitals.

“There arc times when we have to reroute be-
cause we are too busy in the emergency room to
handle more patlents,” said Wlilllam Scheuber, ad-
ministrator of professional and support services
at the Farmlngton Hills osteapathic hospltat.

Hospltal industry officlals maintain there is no
“qulek fix"” tor ting of amk
emergency patients. But Botsford officials are ad-
dressing those factors they conslder at least part.
1y responsible for rerouting.

Problems leading to rerouting Include lack of
enough monltored beds, a nursing shortage and
inadequately-sized emergency rooms.

By next weck, Botsford offlclals expect to add
another 16 beds to the existing 18-bed telemetry
unit, Critfcal care beds are when a patient
must be watched and monitored. Telemetry
are used when a patient Is not as critical but must
stlll be monitored.

“WE ARE going to be starting construction on
expandlng the emergency room,” Scheuber said.

It's difficult to determine how many paticnts
can be handled at any one time in the emergency

The steps are an attempt
to curtail the rerouting of
ambulances to other
hospital emergency
rooms.

ro%md. 1t depends on the condltion of patients, he
ed.

a

Efforts are also afoot to ensure that the hospl.
tal's eritical care units are “belng appropriately
used," Scheuber sald, That means transferring pa-
tlents out of critical care on a timely basils when
monitorlng services are not requlred.

When ambulances are rerouted to the next clos-
est faclllty that can take critically ill or injured
patients, it's the resull of a “detailed declsfon.”
The emergency room direclor consults with the
ambulance service while a patient is in route to
the hospital, Scheuber said.

Many factors are taken Into account, including
the patient's condltion, the stalus of other hospi-
tals and the location of hospltals that could take in
another patient, Scheuber said.

“Resldents (physicians) have to consult with the
physician director of eritical care as well as the

nursing manager of the hospital to make sure no
patlents can be transferred (from the critical care
and telemetry unlts),” Scheuber said.

‘The shortage of nurses, particularly in the spe.
cialized erltlcal care flelds, play a role in the need
1o reroute ambulances, Regardless of how many
critical care beds are avaltable, they can’t be used
to the fullest extent If there aren't enough nurses.

BOTSFORD IS one of many hospltals that has
expertenced o nursing shortage. “We're working
reol hard to Increase wages and benefits for
nurses so we have the nurses to staff,” Scheuber
said.

of the Hospital
Councll of the Michigan Hospital Assoclation,
which Includes Botsford and the nine other hospi-
tals in the Ozkland County EMS network, have
been meetlng to develop solutions to rerouting.
“When you look at (he causes, you know there is
no quick fix. We can put bandaids en It, but you
can see there's no easy solution,” said Jane Eck-
els, council vice president. .
‘The hospital council also has been working
closely with Oakland County Council for Emer-
geney Medical Services, the umbrella for EMS
network, to develop standard guidelines to be
used by In making g

Staff writer Atice Colling contributed to this
report.

Farmington Schools millage renewal up for vote Tuesday

By Casoy Hons
stalf writer

million, or 12 percent, of the

milllon operating budget. School superin-

An clection to renew 5.75 operating mills
for Farmington Public Schools will be held

Tuesday,

About 58.000 registered voters will be
asked to approve the renewal, which would

give the district authority to continue

ating with 31.75 mills as approved by trus-

tees in the 1987-88 budget.

It does not ask for new millage. One mill

is worth $1.5 million to the district.

For the owner of a house valued at
$150,000 and asscssed at $75.000, 5.75 mills
represents $431 in property taxes before
applicadble deductions. The millage repre-
sents $259 before deductions for the owner
of a house valued at $90,000 and assessed at

$45,000.

The millage renewa) represents about §8

tendent Graham Lewis said a
Income.”
the clty of Farmington Hills,

aper-
Township.

Ing to deputy superintendent Michael Flan-

agan.

“affect everything. It is a large plece of our

Educating 10,700 students, the district s
one of the state's largest and covers most of

ington, and a portion of West Bloomfield

IF TUESDAY'S turnout follows past
school elecilon trends, it will be meager,
Last year, the district won a 4-mill renewal
with little mare than 1 percent, or less than
1,000 of the district's 57,979 registered vot-
ers casling ballots, Despite the sometimes
low (urnouts, the Farmington district has
never lost a millage renewal effort, accord-

district’s $66
that the Headlee Tax L

The ballot proposal has a clause asking
Amend-

north of Grand River,

defeat would

Flanagan sald.
all of Farm-

expire this year.

isand Flanagan sald.

a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday.

ment not be applied to the 5.75 mills for the
first year only — the renewal proposal is
for a total of 10 years. The Headlee rules
would apply to the following nine years,

THE 5.75 mills represents a combination
of 4 mills approved by volers in 1978 and
1.75 mills approved In 1879. Both millages  Hills,
@ Precinct Four — East Middte School,
Because cmployce wages and benefit 25000 Middlebelt Road north of 10 Mile In
packages make up 75-80 percent of the dis-
trict's costs, a millage defeat would have
the most effect in the personnel areas, Lew-

There are four precincts for Farmington
school elections, All will be open from 7

ton Hilis,

® Preclnet Three — Warmer Middle
School, 30303 14 Mile, between Northwest-
ern Highway and Middlebelt in Farmington

Farmington Hills.
can cast ballots Tuesday.

Center, 32000 Thomas Street, downtown
® Precinct Two — O.E. Dunckel Middle

School, 32800 12 Mile Road, between Farm-
ington and Orchard Lake roads in Farming.

Voters who were registered as of Jan. 11

ABSENTEE VOTER vallots are avall-
able from 7:30 a.m. to 430 p.m, at the
schoo! board offlces, 32500 Shiawassee, in
Farmington, They are due by Monday at 4
p.m. The board office will also be open from
10 am. to 2 p.m. this Saturday to receive
absenltee applications.

As a district that is out-of-formula — no
tonger ellgible for operational state school
ald — Farmington schools relies on local
property taxes for 84 percent of its reve-
nues, The remainder comes from state and
federal reimbursements for speclal educa-
tion, vocational education and transporta.
tlon programs,

Seniors draw discounts

They include;

® Precinct One — Farmington Training

Home buying remains a smart investment

“People used to look at a home
simply as a place to live. That ls not
the case any more,” says Gerald
Kosmensky, president of Southera
Michigan Home Owners Warranty
Carp.. Farmington Hills,

Today, with rising houslng prices,
a house is no longer just a home, it is
an investment. And as past history
and new lax laws seem to indicate, it
is one of the smartest

19305, home prices have held thelr
own or moved upward during eco-
nomic times.”

A well-constructed home built by
a bullder who stands by his work is
an Investment that, over time, pays
off tn a variety of ways,” Kosmensky
sald. “It glves the buyer the equity to
borrow money and acts as a hedge
against inflation,”

AS THE capital tax rate has in-
creased, the advantage of a home in-
vestment have become even greater:

on any profit will be deferred if you
buy another home of the same or
higher purchase price within 24

Farmington and Farmington
Hills senfors can take advantage of
discounts ranglng from 4 to 40 per.
cent.

Pictures to be laminated into
plastic identification eards will be
taken from 10 am. to 2 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb, 19, at Farminglon Hills
Senlor Center at Mercy Center,
28800 11 Mlle.

least €0 years old {o take advan.
tage of discounts offered by mer-
chants, both local and throughout
the United States, Discounts are of-
fered on iteras such as automobile
parts, rustproofing, hair care, pre-
seription drugs and eyeglasses,

The Oakland Livingston Human
Service Agency sponsors the Oak-
land Center Senlor Discount Pro.

you can make,

"During the 1970s, hardly any in-
vestment, not stocks, not bonds, ap-
preciated as rapidly as single-family
homes,"” according to Michae) Sumi-
chrast and Ronald G. Shafer in "“The
Complete Book of Home Buying."
“The realized capltal gains on the
sales of owner-occupied, single-fam-
ily homes rase to more than $100 bil-

TRAVEL
Almost FREE
Drive QOur Car
TO YOUR
DESTINATION

For Information

Tion In 1981 from $33 billion in 1976. R Call
It Is clear that regardless of fluc- ]
tuations in the stock market, a home a0 5§32-3800
iy 2

remains a low risk, relatlvely high

*AUTO ORIVELWAY

profit Investment. As Sumichrast

and Shafe say.“In terms of hisori TR LT

cal perspectlve, the record is clear. % o} OFFICES
Even In the Great Dep of the ° TGRS

MUSICIANS/TEACHERS SUPPLY STORE
featuring...

We have a full stock MU

of portable electronic IN-HOME LEBSONS

keyboard music., Evarything Mus) Ine.

10% OFF Sheat MUSIC  Forrain anomome poza & G2 8 Byvihesizer
0pping Plaza  + Guitar {sieciric & acousik]

and Books Only 29287 s:xufrﬁu?n Rd, ¢ -:n:m,mﬁ'lnl‘l;vm‘:

< In Ren
Msn Sal 10307, Sun 125 569-7204 + Serving ina Moo Area

ANNOUNCES THE ALL NEW
1988 CADILLAC XL BROUGHAM

Avallable Fug All Your Needs:

* PROMS » CONCERTS *» DANCES
¢ DINNERS * LUNCHES * AIRPORT
* EXECUTIVE TRAVEL « WEDDINGS
+ SPORTING EVENTS
* ANNIVERSARIES * BIRTHDAYS
* CORPORATE ACCOUNTS WELCOME

24 "OURSER_VICE 344-9565

THE SPIRIT LIMOUSINE INC.

—°

ATTENTION DOG OWNERS
City of Farmington Hills

1988 Dog llcenses are
Hills City Halt a2 335!

f Oakland County fees are:

: $5.00 for Unsexed Animal License

. $7.50 for Mala or Female

H $15.00 for Dellnquent Licenses, as of March 1, 1983

allable Wrough February 29, 1038 at (he Farmington
Hiilo fload, Farmington Hills, Michigan 43018,

Rabies and unsexed anlmal signed by an
tmust by, presented when applying for a license. The certificate must show vac-
clne as belng effective through the date of application. A copy of a recelpt from
the veterinarian is NOT acceptable.

CHARLES D. ROSCH,
Finance Director

- Pabtiate Febeuary 4, 1388

® If you sell your home, the tax months. The ID cevfls allow senlors at gram.
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FARMINGTON MILLS
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WAREHOUSE
24734 CRESTVIEW CT.
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DAYS OF SALE - 476-3760
PRIORTO SALE - 354-8080

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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