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Overdue
Road cries out
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Vow s silety,

AS GOVERNOR for 12 years, G. Mennen Wil-
liams appointed dozens — if not hundreds — of
judges, and he had a reputation for pleking ex-
cellent ones. i

As a state Supreme Court justice for 16 years,
he reviewed the decisions of -lower court judges
and decided on disciptinary measures, when nec.
essary.

One day during his last year on the high court,
Chief Justice Williams visited the edltors of Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers to talk about
how the courts were flnanced. At the end, we
asked his advice on a practical problem — "how
to assess judiclal candidates for endorsement,
since they can’t discuss specific cases and tended
to talk in generalities,

FIRST, WILLIAMS sald, he looked at their
college transcripts. He wanted bright, educated
minds in the courts.

for upgrading

“We've gol an image of Orchard
Lake Road. With the cooperation of
everyone here, we can enhance that
image for the benefit of residents,
visitors and property owners.’
— Callum Murray
senior planner

added a1 Bristol Lune,
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evel light-
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Though exciting, the plan is really a reaction
to a problem that would have been better at.
tacked lhrough a master road beautification
plan, in Farmi Hills,

As I.uuN pe architeet John Grissim aptly put
de continuity in landscaping ‘before
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Soapy’s way

Williams had his priorities

The Iate Michigan statesman had
a formula for assessing
for the b h

Second, he looked for religious commitment. It
didn't have to be any particular faith. The point
was that a judge had to be answerable to some-
thing higher than human law.

Third, he looked for community service, It
wasn’t enough to be on bar asseciation commit-
tees or make good money winning cases. There
had te be a notion of public service,

That was how G. Mennen Willlams, who died
Tuesday at 76, picked judges. That was how he
himself lived, That is what he taught us.

Not perfect

But our weather is better

INSTEAD OF griping about n
Michigan’s weather, we ought to boast about it.

Crrith .

Michigan e ?

Southeastern
leaders should be constantly compnrlng our mlld
climate to the wretched

development leaders should be
[{}

regions,
Those hurricanes are on the Gulf, Those ava-
lanches are in Colorado, That foot-and-a-half of

1D g our mild
climate to the wrelched excesses
of neighboring reglons.

The Return of

PER SEWER

Matt Leiter, a victor:;
cast vote responsibly

SOME OF what's on my mind:

® Life gocs o;

But Mauhew Lelter's memory
won't be forgotten.

Characterized as warm, witty and
giving, the 17-year-eld juntor left an
indelible Imprint on faculty, staff,
coaches, tcammates and fellow stu-
dents at North Farmington High
School.

A reserve forward, Matt collapsed
and died shortly after playing the fi-
nal minutes of his first varsity bas-
ketball game Jan. 26, the vietim of
apparent cardiac arrest,

A basketball junkle, as he was
fondly called, Matt had been striving
to improve In hopes of starting next
year,

Ralder coach Tom Negoshian told
our sports editor, Dan 0'Meara, “He
got Into the game, scored his flrst
basket, and he was smiling and hap-
py as can be, with all of his goals
still ahead of hlm Because of that, I
cun say he was the vietor.”

So full of vigor and purpose after
turning around academically and so- .
clally, Matt was just beginning to
live life to the fullest, family mem-
bers said.

Coping with the sudden death of a
seemingly healthy teenager can he a
devastating blow for the ill-pre-
pared.

North Farmington High's
team spring Into actlon, providing
psychologlsts and counselors to help
students through the mourning peri-

cltizens school

That's why it was s0 nlce to see

crisis

Negoslllnn, who kept his players

together most of the day following
the tragedy, caught the essence of
what's important now: “I'm not even
worried about the {remalning)
games, I'm worried about the emo-
tional stability of the rest of the klds,
that they're able to carry on with the
rest of life.

“I think that’s what we all should

care about.”

‘The gutsy way Matt found his

niche, not only in basketball but also
in llle, should be insplration enough
{or anyone.

® It's hard to believe some voters

have threatened to reject Farming-
ton Public Schools' request to renew
$.75 mllls for operations in protest to

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and'include the address and telephone num-
ber of the wriler. None can be returned. Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficlent reason. Letters should be limiled to 300 words In most cases. We
reserve the right to edil them. Send lelters to Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer,

33203 Grand

iver Ave., Farmington 48024,

attendance boundary chlngu.

As we asserted in endorsing the
request, you don't jeopardize the
well-balanced educatlon of this com-
munity's young people for the sake
of making an unrelated politica)
statement, Besides, the pro,
changes now scem to have little
school board support.

'The renewal represents $8 milllon
== 12 percent of the district’s $66
million operating budget.

Bluntly put, sweeplng cuts, touch.
Ing every facet of programming,
statfing and facliity improvements,
‘would accompany a no vote.

Sure the district has been a hotbed
for land development and property
values. So taxpayers indeed have a
right to press for a corresponding
lower tax levy, beyond the effects of
the Headlee Tax Limitation Amend-
ment.

But the time to do that is at the
truth-In-taxation hearings each
spring. There, taxpayers can stand
up and say, “Hey, you're getting
mare dollars because property val-
ucs are up. Make the case to us that
you need the extra dollars."”

Vote responsibly Tuesday. As trus-
tee James Abernethy put it: “I can
think of no action that would be
more counterproductive: than a no
vote as a protest vote.”

Parks panel
very diverse

To the edltor;

Your Bob Sklar assumes {n his edi-
torlal, “Historie District Panel
should revlew Spicer’ {Jan, 21), that
only one group is represented in the
Parks and Recreation Commission's
efforts to determine use for the
Spicer House,

Hels wrong,

Our commission Is made up of
people representing many interests
and we try to represent the Interests
of the entire community. Qur com-
mission i made up of people from
varled backgrounds, includlng his-
torical.

We have called on all our cxperl-
ence as we reviewed the direction
we would recommend to city coun-
cil. When we didn't think we know
enough, we asked for professional In.

" Mr. Sklar also suggests that . . .
“two groups with different expertlse
working In concert . . . rather than
Just one" would be better, The ques-
tion 1s, why just two groups? The
community is made up of many In-
terests, not just hlstorle,

‘When the Parka and Ree Commis-
slon began Its efforts to determine
what to do with the entire 211 acres,
lnclndlng the bulldings, it surveyed
not just one or

snow fell on a { River

only three snowplows. Those forest fires threat-
ening luxury homes during a drought are in Call-
fornia,

Floods are rare compared to many areas of
the country because our 31 Inches of preclplta-
tion are spread across all 12 months,

Droughts occur, but they're relatively mid,”

Southeastern Michigan gets an average of 32
inches of snow per winter. Buffalo gets 88,
Cleveland 50, Pltisburgh 47,

LAST SUMMER was a ml!e warm by our
standards,

But conslder the searing heat of Lhe Great
Plains and pralrie states on the same Iatitudes as
us, That was heat.

In places like Dallas, August is so wretched
that you never hear a bird sing, a dog bark or a
playing child shout outdoors, .

Our crop fallures are far fewer than in most
agrlculturul areas, thanks to the Great Lakes,

The only drawback s that the lakes give us
more cloud cover than other areas. But we never
sald southeastern Michigan's climate s peﬂect
Just better than everyone else” 8.

Lwa groups. The Observer helped us
do that.
All through our about

importance:

1. Serve the communlty and tax-
payers hest and most economically.

2. Preserve the historical and ar-

chlu-clura! Integrity of the bufldings.

Having one group, the Parks and
Recreation .Commission, with (ts
varied background, and ealllng upon
the community and outslde profes-
sionals, Is the most efficlent way of
serving the people of Farmington

Hills, .
John 3. Balley, vice chalr,
Parks and Recreation Commission
Farmington Hills

Maénet idea
not board's

To the editor:

After 1% months as a member of
the Farmington High Sehool Bounda-
ries Citizens Committee, I feel com-

pelled to tell yon that the commiltee -

discussed, at length, the magnet
:cholol concept for the high school
ovel.

After weeks of in-depth discussion
and roviewing other districts' pro-
grams, our committee unanimously
voted agalnst the concept for the

Farmington high schools, At no time -
- did the committee suggest It ahould

be a “strong future conslderation,”
ax stated in the Jan, 21 Observer ar-
ticle.

The magnet ides appears to be
coming from the superintendent’s
rglm regardless of the commit-

what to do wuh the buildings, two
things remalned constant, in order of

Steve Barnaby munaglng edilor

Dick Isham general manager

Rich Perlberg assistant managing editor

sive high schools seem to ba the sen-
sible approach to educate our Mgh

— Ohseruer & ﬁccentnc Nmuspupers  —

Suburban Cummumcallons Covp

:rl;‘lp i;owor chairman of the board
chard Aginlan presiden

Richard Brady director of adverlising o P !

Fred Wright director of circulatlon

school students. Advanced place-
ment classes are offered at all high
schools for those with extra needs.
On the whole, 1 feel our schools
are providing a fine educational ex-
perience for the district's students. I
{eel we must remember the district
is a public school aystem, and if a
private education is desired, there
are a number of alternatives,
Jody Smith,
Flrmlnglon

Tragedy was
handled well

To the editor:

On Jan. 28, North Farmington
High School experienced a tragle
event, the death of a student Matt
Leiter, a good student, good athlcte,
but mostly a good friend to many.

We wish to express our gratituda
to Mr. Donald Cowan, principal of
North Farmington, and his fine staff,
for the professional and compas-
sionate way events were handled.
And will continue {0 be addressed,

Last but not least, we thank our
cross-town rival, Farmington High
.School, for the reception we recelved
on Friday night, Jan. 29, at the bas-
ketball game.

Your' caring and understanding

* was avident by your sportsmanship

and kind words to a grieving team
and student body..Thank you for
kbelng such great friends,
Carolyn E. Lowe,

newsletter editor,
Xhlder Rap




