points of view

We do care
' Reporters have feelings, too

SOMEHOW, I don't think Matthew
Lelter would mind if I called him
Matt, He could put anyone at ease
wlth his special brand of wit, said his
iriends and family.

And Tracy Conroy, a retired
Farmingten entreprencur, might
have welcomed an amateur pool
shark, like me, to his weekly games
downtowan,

Unfortunately, we'll never know
how elther man fecls,

1 met both the 17-year-old North
Farmington student and the 86-year-
old lifelong Farmington resldent last
week for the first time while writing
thelr obltuaries.

Both were loved in their res
tive communitics, Matt Lelter's
Iriends look forward to many years
of Jiving. Tracy Conroy's llst of well-
wishers are friends who visited his
meat market {n the early days, or
spent hours socializing with this very
spectal man in later years.

I am an oulsider of soris, never
meeting either man while alive, but
having to plece together remnants of
thelr lives for a newspaner ma"

CAPSULIZING A person's lifc in

an obituary always muku me stop”

and reflect. Those of us who cover
the news for a llving are often
stereotyped as callous and non-feel-
ing types, but even the most hard-
core reporter gets teary talking with
family members and friends,
spite the ever-present deadiine, feel-
ings stand at the forefront.

There's always a lesson to be
learned, whether someone has lived
a short life, or a longer, more fulfill
ing one, Relatives and {riends who
haven't taken the time to visit In
years are suddenly thrust into com-
lortlng each other and learning how

cope.
Jlm Wechsler put it best while re-
flecting on his nephew Matt's death
last week after a varsity basketball
game, “As I told his sister today, you
Just have to try to excel in life s0 you
can be the best each day,” he sald.
Another lesson came from Rabbi
Lane Steinger, who gave Matt's eulo-
gy: “If we do not become more em-

demically during the past year, ev-
eryone said. The [irst step toward his
goal of a professional basketball ca-
reer — making his {irst varaity bas-
ket — was experienced shortly be-
fore his death,

OLDTIMER TRACY Conroy's life
was fliled with a multitude of expe-
riences from which we can all learn
alesson,

“He was someone that was part of
history,” aald funeral director Bob

Rock, Others called the former coun-
cilman and clvle leader a “founding
father” for Farmington.

His son recalled the hardships his
father endured as a small business-
man, and how he Influenced the
young people in his llfe, especially
his five grandchildren. “He was not
just your average grandfather,” Bill

nroy said,

Of the many we mect in this busi-
ness during a year, there are still
hundreds of speclal people whose
paths we will never cross. It appears
both Matt Lelter and ‘l‘rncy Conroy
are two of those speclal souls.

May they rest In peace, nnd may
we all learn the lessons offered
through their lives,

Amen.
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Drug combat team
needs more funds

WE ALL ARE about to get a les-
san In what happens when you have
a (iyswatler to ward off an elephant.
The sweat you work up doesn't do
much to fend off the pain when the
elephant steps on you.

In short, suburban Detrolt's ver-
sion of how to fight a losing battle
agalnst the natlon’s drug czars Is
about to be launched.

Called the Southeast Michigan
Consplracy Investigatlve Organiza-
tion (SEMCO), this group will dedi.
cate Its time to golng after the blg
shots In the drug business, the
powerbrokers who manage to elude
the otherwise fragmented police
community.

Sounds like a great idea. Tastes
like a great idea. Feels like a great
fdea, After all, we'll never get much
of any place if all we do s arrest and
rearrest the street addicts and
pushers,

Unfortunately, the chances of this
belng very successful are about as
good as your odds of winning the
Michigan Stale Lottery. You've al-
most got lo feel sorry for the 12-
member force whose responsibiiity
it witl be to fight the drug war In the
six-county metropolitan area,

THE NUMBERS alone are mind-
boggling. Twelve cops from the state
police, local and county departments

banding together in a war in which
the qther side has thousands of
troops at its disposal.

Even more disheartening is the
funding. A meager $750,000 in feder-
al funds will support this project.

What a joke, a very bad joke, This
funding comes from a natlonal ad-
minlstration that is willing to spend
tens of millions of dollars to fight an
imaginary danger in Central Ameri-
ca but Is unwilling or unable to com-
bat the real enemy within the bor.
ders of our own country.

Naturally, local law enforcement
olficlals publicly express enthusiasm
about the new venture. They know
the problem is getting worse every-
day as the drug use continues to rise
and the prolits continue to increase.

Anything is better than nothing.
And a dozen cops dedicated time to
fighting the drug war is better than
nothlng — but not much.

GOP conclave: well-run, very civilized

REFLECTIONS ON last week-
end’s Republican State Conventlon:

NO, IT wasn't a bloodbath. And [
was outslde the credentlals commit.
tee room in the Grand Rapids hotel
where there was supposed to have
been a fistfight, and I sure didn't see
any violence,

For a liepnhlll:nn {istfight, you'd
have to attend the 1908 Bay Clty
conventian ‘where the William Haw-

Bitterness? That's
; another matter.
i3y Tim lawyors thoway
Ny Richard c,ihorics agmire
saints, Republicans
gherr:lmph') ‘l’;lmdhe';lm'g: the Grand  conduct commitlee
2 o
o m:r J:m ';ge r: ) r::m‘;lihl:. debates like lawyers in
lenged d court.

ard Tal
knucklcd the Teddy Roosevéit rle!e-
gates.

Bitterness? That's another matter.

Republicans admire lawyers the
way Catholics admire saints. Repub-
licans conduct committee debates
like Jawyers In court,

This was an amazingly well-run
convention, given the advance

more then
bls iife will have diminished in
meaning.”
Perbaps Matt recelved t

that the group loyal to
former evangelist Pat Robertson
would ul:_e a walk and be jolned by

factlon in his short llfe than some get
from years of living. He made great
strides, personally, socially and aca-

many of Jack Kemp ]
loyallsts,
Security was super-extremely

tight. No one was golng to let any

Usually, 1 don't bother getting
press credentials for the GOP atate
conclaves — just flash my state Cap-
itol card or a business card. Not this
time. No press got no place, no how,
without A green credential. It
seemed bureaucratle, but In practice
we newsfolks weren't hassled by the
tall boys In the pinstripe suits or
anyone clse, Very civilized,

STRANGEST Incident occurred
Friday night in the 20d Congression-
al District caucus, where Wayne
County Commissioner Susan Helntz

of Northville Township was asked to
swear In caucus offlcers. She declln.
od,

So the shocked leadership turned
to state Sen, Bob Geake of North.
ville, He declined. Heintz and Geake
contended the Kemp-Robertson fac-
tion from Lhe Wayne County portion
hod been improperly elected and
seated,

Caucus leaders turned to state
Rep. Jerry Law of Plymouth, but he
had skedaddled.

So they went to US. Rep. Carl
Pursell of Plymouth. Now, Pursell is
a George Bush buddy since 1979, at
least. But surprise! He agreed to per-
form the ceremonlal chore,

“Suzle and Bob had a problem,
coming from the part of the district
they're from,” he told me after-
wards, “but I run districtwide. I've
done this lots of times.”

field of Birmingham was last week-
end, He wasn't at the convention, as
he usually ls.

A lot are wondering whom he's
for. Broom{ield is the senior mem-
ber of the delegation and senfor
member of the House Forelgn Af-
fairs Committee. Folks were expect-
ing a little leadership.

l'I"S DIFFICULT to feel sarry for

Helntz and Geake were

and the na-

when the
tossed out the disputed Kemp-Rob-
ertson delegates,

IF GEORGE Bush becomes presi-
dent, my money Isn't in the State
Lottery; it's on Car) Pursell to join
the Bush adminlstration as budget
director,

That's not an lnside scoop — just
logle. Years ago Pursell told me the
only reason he would leave Congress
g‘l;‘ntarlly would be to work for

A LOT OF Repubilicans were won-
dering where U.S. Rep. Bill Broom-

tional they suffered
over split delegations and the pear-
takeover by the Robertson zealots.

Democrats learned their lesson in
the 1970s alter the McGovern flasco.
Democrats decided that no delega.
tlon could be chosen by a process be-
glnning earlier than the election.

The Michigan Republican process
began llterally in May of ms some
2% years before the praidenu:ll
election date.

1t is written: Those who fall'to
learn the lessons of history are
doomed to repeat them.

| t’s the ee;r

Save 20 . 50%

on every area rug & wall to wall carpet

OQur phone has been ringing off the hook. People are asking
when does your famous Winter Sale start. Well the answer is
right now. It's our famous WINTER SALE with markdowns
that will really warm you up. Save 20-50% on everything.
Hand Woven Orientals, Oriental designs from Karastan &
Couristan etc., beautiful Contemporary rugs including cus-
tom made...Country Braids, Reversible Dhurries, South
Western rugs, Fur Throws, Pillows, Hand Painted Chinese
wallpanels, and the list goes on., At BEST you will find the
most exciting collection of area rugs anywhere. And that's
only the beginning.
All of our Famous brands of Wall-to-Wall carpeting are on’
sale from companies like Karastan, Lees, Cabm Cralt,

Maslund, Philadelphia and Galaxy in “warming” colors &
textures. Our sales staff at BEST look forward to this WINTER
SALE as much as you do — they know it will be easy selling
with some of the BIGGEST markdowns of the year. So don't
miss out on this great opportunity.
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1030 N. Woodward Ave., just South of 12 Mile in Royal Oak
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Birmingham Park Plaza
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to save on these beaum

Embellish your bedroom fumi.-ihings with pillow shams, bedskirts and com-
forter covers from our custom sewing services, now at 20% savings.

Complete bedroom furnishings by

Down

255 S. Woodward (& Brown)
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YOURE INVITED TO AN ELEGANT NICHTSPOT
L L e e e O Scanoad ot soseint e Ea:

Enjoy 256% snvin%s on your choice of these hand crafted masterpieces.

(313) 258-6670

and qunllty 1t's a limited engagement, so plan now :

Sale ends Feb, 22, :

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-8
Sat. 10-5:30 Thurs. 10-»
Phone & UPS orders welcome
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