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Few drunk driving charges reduced here

By Corolyn DeMarco
staif writer

The prosecutor's poticy, sald for-
mr.'r prosccutor Fenton, is a three-

Don't drink and drive tn Onkland
County. If you do, you'll need 2 good
attorney wha knows the drunk-driv-

Cing laws,

“Probably 94 percent of all drunk-
driving casvs are pled,” 48th Distrlct
Judge Bernard Friedman told attor-
neys attending a recent seminar on
defending drunk drivers. “That's a
high percentage.

“From a practlcal standpoint we
couldn't try all those cases, but don't
be afratd to ask. You never know. Be
a good advocate. There’s nothing
wrong with that. A good Jawyer can
be a bad advocate.”

Familiarizing those lawyers with
the laws, and their loopholes, was
the purpose of the seminar, The pro-
gram was sponsored by the Young
Lawyers Committee of the Oakland
Bar Assoclatlon and conducted by
Fricdman, attorney and former pro-
sccutor Jerome Fenton of Bushnell,
Gage, Relzen and Patton, and attor-
ney John MUls of O'Netll, Shannon
and Mills,

IF A CLIENT INSISTS on a trial,
Friedman sald, "It's important for
. the system and for you to {ry the
case.” But be prepared, he cautlons,
Belng prepared means knowlng
the drunk-driving law, the Qakland
County prosecutor's policy and the
+ drunk-driving arrest procedure.
! The drunk-driving law s the 1982
. Michigan statute that defines fines,
jall and license actlon for flrst, sec-
. ond and third drunk-drlving and im-
. paired-driving offenses.

page “If they
prosccutors) dnn't lvllnv\ It, thelr
jobs are gone.”

Baslcally, he sald, the pollcy ap-
plics to operating all vehicles, in-
cluding ajreraft and watercraft. In
cases orlginating with county arrests

Pr tor Patterson ‘takes all the fun out of
it. He's got all the aces. You've gol to look for
a hole.’

— attorney John Mills

stopped, preferably within 15 min-

utes, .

The officers advised all lawyers to
gel coples of the administrative
rules regarding the tests, avatlable
through the state. While AET
breathalyzer units are regularly in-
spected for accuracy, Individual mu.

for drunk drlving, few reductions in
charges arc granted,

“There’s nothing wrong with
pleading (as opposed to trying), when
they've got you six ways to Sunday,”
said Mlils, “but you can walk them
through and get the best plea. The
key to a proper defense Is thorough
preparation. Start 24 hours before
the occurrence, What dld they drink?
Eat? Vislt the scene.

“LOOK FOR A HOLE or wedge,

“Brooks (prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson) takes all the fun out of it.
He's got all the aces. You've got to
look for a hole,

“It's tough U you have a
Breathalyzer. What I{ 1t's not opera-
ting, if they fall to preduce the test
reports within Lwo days? Look for
holes. Try to get it suppressed.”

When it's time for sentencing,
Mills sald, “you can do a Jot with lel-
ters from clergy, parents, coun-
selors. Get your cllent nto treat-
ment right away. Get those AA at-
tendance slips.”

Attorneys were advised to telt
thelr clients not to refuse the
Breathalyzer test, especially If it's a
flrst offense. Refusal (o take the test
will resull In a restricted license. A
second refusal means automatle loss
of the lleense for one year, no re-

e

. AN ATTACHMENT
TO ELEGANCE '

strictions allowed.

BREATHALYZER and other ficld
sobricty tests were explained by
Qakland County deputies Lou Tyler
and Bruce Pearson of the county's
Alcohol Enforcement Team, In ef-
fect since 1980.

“Anybody can spat a drunk driv-
er,” Pearson sald. Tip-olfs are im-
proper or wide tuens, improper lane
use, overreaction with brake lights,
speed and disregarding signals,

Pearson said if the AET unit is in
the jurlsdiction of an “uncooperative
Jjudge,” they'll follow a drunk driver
into other jurisdictions before pull-
ing the driver over.

1f there i3 a possibliity of drinking,
the driver is Invited out of the car
and asked to cooperate in a series of
simple tests. They include:

® Recliing ihe alphabet twice,

® Counting backwards from 100

to 85,
® Walking heel-to-toe.
® Standing on one foot.

‘Where drunkeness is suspected, a
preliminary breath test is adminls-
tered to determine the blood ateohol
content, Readings of .07 to .09 are
within the impaired driving range.
Readings of .10 and above are con-
sldered drunk driving.

DRUNK DRIVERS are advised of
their rights, placed under arrest and
taken to Onkland County Jail. Cars
are not impounded by county sher-
iffs, but Icit at the side of the road.

A Breathalyzer test is taken with a
mobile unit or at the jull, and chemi-
cal test rights are read.

“‘When they say lhuy want to call
their atlorney,” Pearson sald, “"we're
tickled to death. We know they'll be
advised to take the (second
Breathalyzer) lest.”

Tyler sald only 2 percent of those
the AET arresis go to trial and 80
percent of those get some convietion.
“I've lost one In five years,” he said,

By law the test must be adminis-
tered shortly after the driver is
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are lax in re-
gulating units,

BLOOD TESTS ARE rarcly used
Instead of breath tests, but can be if
the subject wants it.

Caunly officers transport drivers

to hospltals or clinics for the test.
State police may adminlster their
own,

‘The average reading for an arrest-
cd drunk is.16, Tyler said. “Most are
In thelr teens. If it's over .25, better
take a long, hard look at your cllent.
He's Into lotal denlal if he thinks he
doesn't have a problem. If it's over
.12 it's a problem drinker tn an occa-
sional way.

“Two beers won't register that
« + « Most people don't think they're
drunk. They've just had a bt too
much.”
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Men, if you‘re about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. It's easy.

And by Appointment

And it's the law.
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This seven month certificate from
Standard Federal offers you a very
attractive rate of interest and a
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funds. Plus, this account is insured
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