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Jacques Brel’s 'music
is beautifully interpreted

“Jacques Brel Is Alive and Well
and Living tn Peris” was
sented by Opera Lite in
tion with the Smith Theatre on
the Orchard Ridge Campus of
Oakland Commuxity College in
Farmington Hills.

Jacques Brel may be dead, but his
maustc Is alive and well and playing
to full houses at the Smith Theatre.
The four singers who do justice to
Hrel's bittersweet lyrics are admira-
bly directed by Annctte Bergasse
and Anthony Lord.

Bre!. a singer and songwriter who
has a worldwide following, has been
transiated into many languages. The
Smith production is the English ver-
sion by Eric Blau with additional
materia) by Mort Shuman. Sung in
English or Freach, with or without
Theodore Bike), the unscntimental,
melodle, distinet sound of Brel
seems never to date,

From the energetic “Mathilda” to
the rhythmic “Bachelor's Song,"
amusingly sung by Will Young, to
Betsey Bronson's wonderful rendi-
tlon of My Death,” through the cast
of, four slnging “Desperate Ones,”
the startling Brechtlan overtoncs
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cast, does a lovely job with “Marieke.” Her
sweel, strong voice carries the ballads with

ease.

and touches of Edith Piaf ring clear.
Act I ends with “Amsterdam” and
Act 11 opens with a lively rendition
of “The Bulls.”” Joan Wllson, an ener-
getic dancer, adds a sense of comedy
1o the evening.

The cast has no problem dlssolv-
ing Into “0)d Folks" and rising for
the funny “Funeral Tango." Bronson,
the most polished member of the
cast, does a lovely job wlith “Mar-
fcke,” Her sweet, strong volce car-
ries the ballads with case.

SAD “FANETTE” is followed by
"Mlddlc Class,” the only song In the
revue that scems quaintly *60s; kids
don’t call anyone “fasclst pigs” any-
mare, let alone policemen. “Next,” a
great song, and possibly the most
Brechtlan of Brel's Jyrics, Is given a

Anthony Lord.

“Carousc),” a seng of surpassing
charm, has everyone in the house
{eeling as if he or she is turning fast-
er and faster. As lights spin round on
the theater celllng and walls, the au-
dience and cast seem joined In a del-
Iclous child’s dream, a spln on a
whirling merry-go-round,

Bronson, Lord, Wilson and Young
leave thelr cafe steols, move off-
stage and join the audlence for the
closlng number, “If We Only Have
Love,” ending on an upbeat note as
Brel would have wished. Beneath the
cynicism of some of his songs, the
Aistencr can always hear the passion-
ate wish for sanity, love, friendshlp
and beauty to prevail.

Beverly Labuta on piano, Nick
Bakos on percussion, Peter Tolial on
electric gultar/bass and Joseph La-
buta on handle their mu-

properly bewildered, angry,
fused 1dj
young: t by
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sical instruments with ease.

Opera Lite moves on to the Jones-
Johnson Theatre on the Royal Qak
Campus of Oakland Community Col
lege to do Mozart's “The Magic
Flute* al 8 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 20,
and Friday-Saturday, Feb. 26-27, So
far this season this ambitious group
is batting a thousand,

Helen Zucker has many years
experience reviewing for news-
papers and niagazines in Michi-
gan, New York and Massachu-
setts,

Meadow Brook offers a
toned-down production

Performances of “Cat on a Hot
Tin Roaf” continuc through Sun-
day, Feb. 21, at Meadow Brook
Theatre on the Oakland Universi-
ty campus in Rochester Hiils. For
ticket information, call the box
office at 377.3300.

Deceit and rank truths lurk at the
dark center of Tennessce Williams'
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof," a play
charged with love. jealousy, greed
and sex. Yel “Cat" has its bright hu-
mor and biting comic moments as
famtly members maneuver to see
who wilt inherit Blg Daddy's fortune
when he dies of cancer,

Meadow Brook Theatre's solld
production boasts a generally fine
cast and an excellent set created by
Peter Hicks, The open set showing
part of a rich plantalion house on the
Mississippl delta leaves no private
place to hide [rom the Intrusive, In-
sistent presence of family,

Linda Gehringer is a stunning
Maggle — beautiful, long-legged and
an articulate actress. She uses her
welghty mane of chestnut hair as
though It has a sensual life of its
own. All eyes follow when she preens
before the mirror, lifting her halr
coyly this way and that above her
head and when she drapes her mane
provocatlvely over the side of the
bed as she lounges In her slip.

Director Carl Schurr's decision to
play down the nagglng, bitchier side
of Maggle's character, to make her
mere sympathetie and less darkly
conniving, diminishes some of the
tangled mystery in Maggie’s com-
plex personality.

AND IT THROWS the play ever so
slightly off balance, just enough to
make the grand lie Maggle tells In
Act 111 seem somehow out of charac-
ter, Decelt must fester at the center
of the Willlams® play and be bone
and sinew in Maggle the Cat.

Paul DeBoy warms infinitely
slowly to his part of Brick, the for-
mer footbal) star who Is Maggle's
husband. The script calls for him to
be pickled in bourbon and tortured
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February 13th

Valentine's Day...
the time for romance
and elegance...the
time to dine
at Jacques.
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Breidenbach

by gullt, but for awhile [t looks as
though the beurbon has extingulshed
all his fire and he'll never wake from
emotlonal stupor. Once DeBoy does
wake and warm to hls part, he holds
his own well with the rest of the vol-
atlle Poltitt family.

Philllp Locker squeczes every nu«
ance of humor from his part as
Brick’s obnoxious brother Gooper.
He's excellent as the unloved son and
father of the pack of brats who perl-
odically lay siege to the house with
thelr cap pistols. It's notoriously dif-
ficult to get kids to give finely tuned
performances, and the kids In the
Meadow Brook production come off
merely as Indistinguishable stereo-
typed brats. Peggy Thorp as
Gooper's perpetually pregnant wile
Mae Is another story, She's wonder-
fully awful and deserves ber obnoxl-
ous husband and her whining brood
of monster children.

Arthur Beer can add another
{eather to his cap for his role of Big
Daddy, Costumed to bring to mind
Burl Ives who originated Lhe role,
Beer makes Lhe tough, bulldozer of a
man downright llkable even as he
shoots off his mouth and throws his
welght around.

Jeanne Arnold is usually an artist
who brings welcome deplh and sub-
stance to characters, but as Blg
Mama she seems a pushy Edith
Bunker rather than a strong woman
capable of matching wills with Big

Phillip Locker
squeezes every nuance
of humor from his part
as Brick’s obnoxious
brother Gooper.

Daddy. She walks as though her
shoes hurt when she clumps around
the set trylng ineffectually to rail-
road her family, Noises malter in
“Cat."” Childven scream, phones riog,
fireworks explode in the night and
storms rumble across the delta.
Sounds invade cvery corner of the
house and make privacy impossible.
Perhaps that's why Blg Mama walks
with a clumpy walk, so everyone can
hear her coming. The technleal cast
handles the sounds well.

In pursuit of sympathetle charac-
ters, Meadow Brook Theatre's tech-
nically flne production smooths
some of the nastler edges off Wil-
Ham's jagged characters and risks
dulling the cutting edge of the play's
raw power,

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomfield has always loved the.
ater. A former high-school Eng-
lish teacher, she works in public
relations, advertising and as a
Jreelance writer,

e

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

T —

VAN kY

AANSNILEI T 7

CELEBRATE
THE GIFT OF LIFE
AT THEHAYMARKET

Make this Valentine's Day special for you and yours at the
Tray Hilton Inn. Ceiebrate Saturday, Februaryy
dinner for two in the Haymarket restaurant. Enjoy tableside
cooking and jazz entertainment by the Larry Nozero Trio. If
dancing Is your pleasure after a romantic dinner, Fanny’s
lounge features Dawn & Nightlife, a Top~40Band.

To cap off your evening., our Gilt of Love package offers

13th with a

VAT SISSAS SISO NS SNAN,

for “twi
brunch Sunday morning; for only $79.95 per couple
ForReservations call 583-9000
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~Troy Hilton Inn

1455 Stephenson Hwy.
MapleRd. at Stephenson Hwy.

583-9000
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plenty of activities the whole family can fnoy
‘M SYANING, Saund and Whnrlpool B Exercise macihnes
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