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Stars to glitter, live at the Omni

By Ethel Simmons
statf wrlter

HEN SUPERSTAR
Wayne Newton opens
the new Omnl Star The-

atre in Livonia on
Thursday, Feb, 25, the of

ness in Plymouth as “the
service of the stars.” He sald many
of the stars are personal friends of
his, and he sometimes rides with
them and the driver.

For the last 22 years, Morelll has
opernled about 10 dll(erent. clublen

showgoers will see a Las Vegas re-
vue in a totally revamped setting.

Gone will be most reminders that
this used to a movie theater, the Mal
Kal, which showed its last movie in
January. In place of the big screen
will be the big stage.

“We'll have a sky blue cyclorama
— not a curtaln — that can project
colors and lights on it," said Joseph
Vispl, producer and artistic director.
Vispi, formerly with the summer-
time Star Theatre of Flint. Vispl is
now on board at the Omnt for a year-
round schedule of concerts, Broad-
way muslcals and comedies, and
other performances,

Referting to the backdrop, visible
on the opening serles of concerts by
show-business greats, Vispl sald, “In-
stead of a black curtain, the shows
wiil be dazzling and colorful.”

NEWTON IS bringlng his whole
28-piece orchestra; the Jive Sisters,
his backup singers; and an opening
comic to the Llvonta facility, for a
full-blown Las-Vegas-type show, the
Ol;:in!'l producer/artistic director
sald,

“There will be a fog machine, a
laser Hght show and rain effects,” he

said,

Vispi and general manager Ed
Morelll, both busy on the premises,
one afternoon last week talked about
the renovation of the Mal Kai into
the Omnl. Vispi provided-a tour of
lhe thuler, now in a hare-bona

"’l’he gum has been scraped oﬂ the
seats, so to speak,” Vispl sald, “Seats
are being reupholstered in a beauti-
ful blue velvet. The carpet, a blue
print, is being cleaned of popcorn
and Coke of the last 25 years.”

He polnted out that the Omn! first
opened in 1962 a3 a Nicholas George
Theatre. When George's movie the-
aters were sold to AMC, the Mai Kal
was not part of the package because
it was outdated, with only a single

screen,

But this was good luck for the
owner of the Omal Limousine Ser-
vice, Ed Morelll, who declded the
theater would be a great mlﬂng for
five stage shows,

MORELLI DESCRIBED his busl-

Eell's in Bellevllln nnd the former
Michigan Palace (the old Michigan
Theatre) in Detroit,

“You get to meet these ple
over the years,” Morelll explalned.
“Wayne Newton became a friend. I
needed someone to open the club —
a big star, He (Newton) uld ‘Livo-
nla! That's a new one on me.’

Vispl said the 1,400-seat theater,
with seats all on one floar, is “a love-
1y intimate theater. The Tast row is
only 100 feet from the suge, which
is very unusual in a theater,”

Although the Mal Kai was bullt as
a movie house, Nicholas George had
the foresight to plan for the poss(bltl-
ty of llve stage shows, he noted.
There's an orchestra plt, also’ very
unusual in a movle theater, Vispl
sald,

“THE STAGE has a proscenjum
that {s 65-feet wide and 40-fect deep,
with wing space of 18 feet on each
side.”

However, the theater did not con-
tain enough voltage for the Omnl,
and a lighting system needed for live
concerts and musicals also was add-

ed. “We have a whole new lighting
dlmmer system,” Vispi sald.

A spectlal stage floor has been pre-
pared for dancers. Backstage, there
are all new curtains and many other
changes. Four new dressing rooms
bnvc been built, extending the origl-'
nal structure. All work is expected
to be completed a week ahead of
. Newton's arrival. Then, a dry run
will test the sound and other equlp-

ment.

“I have been to many citles open-
ing new venues, but I have felt the
most enthustastic response from the
public here,” Vispl said, “We Imve
sold over 1,000 season tickets {out of
1,400 seats times five shows, equal-
1ing 7,000 seats).

A total of 5,000 tickets have been
sald for 15 busloads of theatergoers
for Saturday and Sunday matinees.
“We've now sold 40 percent of the
tickets,” Vispi said. Tickets have
been sold to people living as far
away as Canada, Indiana, northern
Michigan and Ohio.

SEASON TICKETS will be avail-
able tli Feb. 13.
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With only a fow more weeks to go befare remodeling Is com-
plated and the the premler season begins, general manager Ed
Morelli pauses in the lobby of the new Omni Star Performing
Arts Theatre in Livonia. His foot rests on the last of the fava

rock from the theater when It was the Mai Kai movle house.

“It's right here in our own back-
yard,” Vispl reminded of what the
new Omnl season offers Detrolt-area
residents. “Ann Arbor Is coming in
droves,” he said.

Vispi sald the original inner lobby
featured glass with curtains. This
has been replaced by a solid wall
and double doors, to provide quiet. A
new ladles' room and outer powder
room and a_men’s room are being
done. Both will have attendants.

In the outer lobby, Morelll contin-
ued the story of the renovation
which, he said, cost close to a half-
milifon dolars, Forty thousand dol.
lars was spent on new- draperies
alone.

Mirrors and photographic blowups
of the stars will decorate walls and

doors leading to the inner lobby. “I
didn’t want horizontal seams,” he
said about the mirrors, which are 12
feet high and 6 feet wide.

“We hope lo do many Broadway.
musicals and comedies with Holly-
wood or TV stars, as well as con-
certs,” Moreli sald. The four new
dressing rooms already are outmod-
ed. “They're not cnough for book
shows. We can go up two storles.
When we're done, we're looking at
elght dressing rooms. Also, a blg
press room for press conferences
and a big hospltality reom for
{riends of the star or for dignitaries,
to visit with the stars.”

HE SAID (he theater's full namie is
Omnl — taken from the name of his

From an onllago perch, Jomph Vlapi producer and arﬂnl!c
director for the Omnl, points out changes to the interior of the -
theater. Although built as & movie house, the old Mal Kai
planned for the future possibility of live stage productions, Ita
big stage and orchestra pit was already avallable for the Omni *

1limo service, Star — for the stars,
and Performing Arts Theatre - be-
cause they want to present many
kinds of performing arts. “1 bring in
all the talent,” be safd,

Moretll sald the mayor and asses-
sor of the city of Livenla had always

envisioned a performing arts center.
Besides the two star series and a
summer serics of Broadway musi-
cals and comedies, there may be’
such entertainment as a symphony
series this fall with a new orchestra
of at teast 75 musleians. 1 really
want to do that,” he said. .

Concerts, musicals, plays coming

At $28.75 per ticket, Wayne New-
ton and his full Las Vegas Extrava.
ganza the week of Feb. 25 will be the
highest-priced ticket on the new
Omni Star Theatre serles.

Tickets for other concerts In the
serfes range from $19.75 to $22.50.
Booked are Jerry Vale and Patti
Page with [ull orchestra, the week of
March 3, $19.75; the McGuire Sisters

$21.75; a new attraction (along with
guest star), to be announced this
week, replacing Lou Rawls who can-
celed, the week of April 7; and the
Temptations, with guest star to be
announced, $22.50.

Newton will glve six performanc.
es: Thursday-Saturday at 8 p.m., Sat-
urday-Sunday at 4 p.m, and Sundny
at 7:30 p.m. Other shows will each

and Jack Jones with full
the week of March 10, $19.75; Don-
ald O’Cotnor and Debble Reynolds,
the week of March 17, $22.50; Bobby
Vinton, the week of March 24,

run for flve — Thurs-
dayssalurdays at 8 p.m. and Satur-
days-Sundays at 3 p.m. Shows will be
2% hours in length, including a hall-
hour intermisston.

Season tickets at $135 are avall-
able by calllng the Omni box office
at 422-6664. Individual tickets are
available at the box office amd Tick-
etmaster locations including AAA
and Hudson's.

The first series ends April 24, and
the second series begins with Tom
Jones, April 28 to May 1, followed by
Dionne Warwlck and the Spinners,
June 2-5. More attractions will be
announced. Tickets go on sale In
April.

FROM JUNE through part of Sep-
tember, the Omni will do a season of
shows, a mixture of concerts and

Broadway musicals and comedics,
Shows will be presented every other
week, so people can buy tickets and
still spend some weekends on other
actlvities or on vacation trips.

The same variety of shows also’
will be presented as extra added
(non-series} attractlons, for one or
two nights, on the alternate weeks.

Both the coming Lwo concert se-
ries and the summer serles each of«
fer seven shows for the prices of six,
with season’s tickets.

The Omnl is at 3330 Plymoulh
Road at Farmington Road. Parking
will be avallable at the theater for
$2. Valet parking is optional.

FINE MEXICAN RESTAURANT
FIESTA DINNER FIESTA LUNCHEON BUFFET
BUF!

FET i $4.95

-You-Can-Eat ssert
All-You-Can-Eat Including De Lunch and Dinmer Menu
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Monday thru Saturdsy 4 p.m.-10 p.m. :
$Y ()95 t
10

NOW 7 DAYS

ONE DAY TRIPS EACH WEEK

Pay hiom $99 - Recerve up to $10 Bonus Pu:mur
OVERNIGHT TRIPS. -owmmsmmsems  suns + Chicken Kabob + Kalta Kabob

+ Orange Rough: « Chicken Winas
$ 6-95 * out Also A"""‘:‘“ Pay tiom 4130 - Racenp up ta 50 Bofus Patroge '[’,;‘:‘:g Aranne S « Stutfed Grape Leaves « Shawarma
R Two ang Trees gt 5013 Aiso Avaicdle >
Frl. and Sat. $7.95 Famlly Service 14.95 o Coner Oneeaer oo Camree e DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS Carmry-Out & Catering Available l-
COMING SOON! rvotions Opan 7 Days/SAT. & SUN. 10 o.m.4 p.m. Asle about our delivary system

Watch in the dining room while we charbroil 100 % 1-800-772-7117 it - ] m&“ﬁut)‘.ﬁf&i}&
your Steak, Fish, Chicken or Rib - Mexican, thbeld Flass
American or Cajun Style - During Lunch and

Dinner.

KABOB GRILL

Open Mon.-Sat. 10:30 a.m. to 10 pm.
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OPEN'TIL 2 . EVERY DAYI s .
20200 Orchard Lake Rd. {Botweon 12 and 13 Mile) 626-2982 This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!
[} . e " "
| “ Pearl’s
" Serving the Finest in’
' Ch:nese&Amencan Cuisine
Luncheons  Dinners » Carry Out Orders " | « Avatablefriday, Saturday and nigh _
Szechuan and Mandarin . p '”m mi'm’mm lively lounge
- oot 1y
! Open?days a Week * 20“Hilton Mul&y“ tospend for refreshments and/or dinner
."Mon.=Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM e Frldéy 11 AM-11 PM atHurley’s, Charley’s Crab and/or The Wicker Works Restaurant
© . sat12-119M Sunduy 12:10PM 24-hour actvance resecvations requied!
S0 JCNORTHFELD HILTON
489 s. WOodward Bitmingham ©500 Crooks R °;;‘gT‘°" M 40096
o {313) -2100
5 644-291 3 g) oy s bookng requed. Olee vk e, Salunday nd Sratay gty i ey 3, 1
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