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By Joanns Mallszowsk)
stail writer

It's a tough image for the Farm-
ington Hills City Council 10 break.
Bilt shorter meetings are a possibili-
ty.

In an woprecedented move, the
council has taken a step to shorten
its characterlstically long meetings
with the help of a consent agenda.
Non-controversial routine jtems will
be lumped under one motion to be
voled on by the council.

The consent agenda, however, will
not preclude either counct! or resi-
denis’ guestions or debate about a
particular item, Mayor Jody Soro-
nen sald,

“The public has access to the
agenda, and if there Ls something of
interest to anybody in the audience, 1
presume we would honar a request
to pull that out,” Soranen said,

But tardy residents who saunter in
after the 7:30 p.m. starting time
might miss the opportunity to have
an item pulied from the censent
agenda. The agenda and motion to
approve the items in it will be con-
ducted shortly after the start of the

A Flat Reck contractor will han-
dle landscaping work in the first
phase of a $1.4 million downtown
Farmington rejuvenation project.

The Downtown Development Au-
thority board voled Tuesday to
award the bid to 2001 Nursery and
Garden Center of Flat Rock. The
company was the low bidder for (he
project at $24,675. Seven other com-
panies also bid.

liflls council

meeting as the first order of busl.
ness,

THE CONSENT agenda will be
posted in city hall at least 18 hours
before a councll mecting. Meeting
agendas are currently pasted on city
hall exterlor doors. Coples of all
items that wlll be placed on the con.
sent agenda arc available to the pub-
lic in the ¢ity clerk's effice.

Jack Joynt, council watcher and a
member of the Farmington Hills
Councll of Homcowners Associa-
tions, is taking a wait-and-sce attle
tude toward the cansent agendas.

“1 don't really thoroughly under-
stand 1t,” Joynt said. "I don't know
what thelr Intent is other than to
shorten the meeting, which is good.”

Joynt also sald he's never had a
problem obtalning coples of reports
that he has requested. “I've fell that,
generally, they're open.”

Residents who wish to discuss a
particular item are expected lo fol-
low the current procedure of filling
out @ name card requesting to speak.
“It doesn’t have (o be a compllcated
procedure,” Soroncn sald.

)DA awards bid

A decision on which general con-
tractor will coordlnate the project
has nat yct been decided. That bld
which will cost nearly $300,000 or
morg, Is expected to be awarded ata
special DDA meeting at 8 am. Fri-
day, Feb. 12,

City planner Chris Wzacny, who
recommended the landscape bld,
will also make a recommendation
for the general contractor’s bid.

eyes shorter meetings

COUNCIL AGENDAS will fcature
a_ paragraph, cxpected to be read
aloud, announclng when to request
deletlon of ltems from the consent
agenda.

All discusslon must be conducted
before a motion to approve the con-
sent agenda s made. The motlon to

approve a consent agenda cannot be
debated. Counci! must have a unanl-
mous vote to approve the consent
agenda,

The type of ltems that would be
Included on a consent agenda include
meeting minuies, correspondence,

approval of casements, llecnses, con-
tracts and agreements, setting pub-
llc hearlng dates and routine person-
nel matters.

Also to be included on a consent
agenda are routine financlal man-
agement actlons, such as transfer of

funds and approval to advertise for
blds, Routine trafflc items also
would be Included.

Any items (hat require a roll call
vote, such as ordlnance cnactments,
would not be included on the consent
agenda.

Open meetings law applies

The Farmington Hills City Coun-
cll's decision to use a consent agenda
for routlne busincss does not excuse
Il from making its decisions in pub-

Mtchlg:xns Open Meetings Act of
1976 requires that all declslons of a
public body, such as the city counctl,
shall be made In public,

Residents who are interested in
recciving council agendas or review.
ing coples of agenda items can call
city clerk JoAn Reynolds at 473-9560
or at elty hall, 31555 11 Mile, during
buslness haurs,

All deliberations of a public body
that requires a quorum of Its mem-

bers must be conducted at a meetlng
open to the public. A meeting cannot
be held unless there has been public
notice.

THE OPEN Meclings Act allows
public bodles to meet in closed ses-
slon for certain purposes:

® to consider the dismissal, sus.
pension or disciplining of, or to hear
complaints agalnst a publle officer,
employee or stafl member when
that person requests a closed hear-
Ing. This also applics to students ina
school district.

® For strategy and negotiation
sessions of a collective bargatning

for landscaping

Price, duration of the project and
references will all be consldered,

‘The apparent low bidder in gener-
al contracting Is Concord Cement ol
Farmington Hills, which has
promised a 33-day duratlon for the
project.

Other contractors have bld up-

wards of $450,000 and offercd up to
180-day duratlons. A total of seven

Hard lessons

general have

agreement when elther party re-
quests a closed hearing,

# To conslder purchase or lease
of real property up to the time an
oplion to buy or lease that real prop-
erty is obtalned,

® To consult with attorneys for
(rial or settlement strategy, but only
when an open meeting would have
“a detrimental flnanclal effect on
the litigaling settlement positlon of
the publle body.”

® To review specific contents of
an apptlcation for employment or
appointment to public offlce when
the appllcant requests a closed
meeting. But 2ll interviews by a pub-
1le body for employment or appoint-
ment to public office shail be con-
ducted in an open meeting.

® To conslder material that is ex-
empt {rom public discussion or dis-
closure by state or federal statute.

campus pipeline

If you have news from a col-
lege, university or other campus
of higher education — and there's
a Farmington-area connection —
we'd like to hear from you so we
can share your news item with

blds.
Phase one of the profect is expect.
cd to begln “as soon as the weather
coaperates,” according to DDA exee-
utive director Wendy Strip
Sittsamer.

The actual time frame lo com-
plete the project will depend on
weather conditions this spring and
summer, she added.

Activist urges parents to use discipline

By Bill Kolo
statl writee

1f black parents spare the rod,
they'll spoil their children, human
rights activist James Meredith
warned a group of Oakland Universi-
ty students Monday.

Only when they impose discipline,
Meredith sald, wlll the black com-
munity see relief in its battle agalnst
poverty and drug abuse.

“We've got to lake control of our
communlty -- I mean control like
the Itadiaps and their godfathers,”
Meredith said In a speech launching
OU's observance of Black Aware-
ness Month,

“When we do that, then we get rid

students outside his apartment
chanted, “Go back (o Afrjcal”

BUT MONDAY, Meredith — now
55, bearded and balding — was
halled as a “pioncer” who opened
higher educatlon to thousands of
black people.

Meredith told the OU gatherlng he
wanted to attend “Ole Miss” because
of “citlzenship. Every citizen should

be entitled to evury(hlng offered by
public money.”

“My position was, I thought men
of my kind were entitled to that,” he
said.

He sald his lifelong crusade for
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‘PEPSI SPECIALS

equal rights was sparked by a har.
rowing train ride from a 1948 visitin
Detroit back to his native Kosclusko,
Miss. The conductor ordered 15-
year-old Meredlth to “‘get back there
where all the other niggers are" and
ride in the rear of the segreg

about inner-city residents struggling
with drug abuse and homelessness.
‘MEREDITH BLAMED those
problems on the failure of black par-
ents to adequately disclpline thelr

children,
He sald eds without discl-

train,

Meredith ended up standing in the

baggage car, weeping, for the enlire
trip.
“That's the flrst time I ever knew
my deal was Lhe bad deal,” Meredith
said. “I was humiliated. And cver
since then, I've been fighting back.”

But Meredith {ocused his remarks
Monday on recent newspaper storles

Clip and Savs!

pline won't work.

“You cannot train a child if you
cannot discipline,” said Meredith, “If
he's not prepared by the time he
comes to college, all of the programs
in the world aren't going to make
him successful.”

Meredith also criticlzed OU for 6
six percent black enrollment when
Detroit Is 63 percent black,
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Give your child or teenager 2 hours a week at Sylvan Leaming Center and soon
he wiill be masteting the best leatning skills needed for success at school,

es?

other Farmi: Observer read-
ers. Send (tems to; Campus Pipe-
line, Farmington Observer, 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024,

® DEAN'S LIST

The following Farmington Hills
residents were named to the dean's
list at Madonna College: Kathryn
Baker, Pamela Barthlow, Ellen But-
ler, Robin Bytner,- Mary Cantillon,
Linda Cole-Centivany, James Dem-
ko, Janica Dennlson, Elyse Dimalo,
Peter Fuller, Dana Gorgon, Jennifer
Heurcux, Kelly McCarty, James
Neufeld, Lumlnlh Nikodin, Kathryn
Petrosky, Linda Priest, Rebecca

Purcell, Linda Sherman, . Kathleen.

Smiglelski, Marlanne Zmikly and
Christopher Zombor.

Those {rom Farmington were:
Katherine Dowling, Denise Kutt, Di-
anne McCale, Janice Tigar-Kramer

Brian Hood, Heather McPhillips
and Karen Suber of Farmlngton
Hills were named to the dean's list
at Alma College.

Ann Brown of Farmington Hills
was named to the dean's list at Hope
College, Holland.

Vick! Panoushek and Sarah Unger
of Farmington Hills were named to
the dean’s list at Valparaiso Univer-
sity, Valparatso, Ind.

Roger Cochran, Bonnie Dean, Cin-
dy Morrls, Sarah Precht, Sandra
Schultz, Danle] Parks, David Dauter-
mann, Robert Harris, Bill Riley and
Michael Whitchead of the Farming-
ton area were named to the dean’s
list at Lawrence Instilute of. Tech-
nology, Southfield.

® WHO'S WHO

Jill Petek of Farmington Hills was
included In the 1988 edition of Who's
Who Among Students in American
Colleges and Universities,

Petek Is a senlor at Allegheny Col-
lege, Meadville, Pa.

Joan Schmid of Farmington was
selected to be included in the 1988
edition of Who's Who Among Stu-
dents in American Junlor Colleges.
She attends Schoolcraft Community
Callege, Livonia. .\

® NEW GRADUATES

John Jeflery and Steven Murray
of Farmington Hills graduated from
Ferris State University, Big Rapids.

Kit MeGuigan, Gregory Brickley,
Carrie Gibbs, Cheryl Jackson, Patri-
cla May, Elisa Mecklenborg, Sheri
White, Edward Woelfert and Hasan
‘Yamani, ali of the Farmington area,
xradnnud from Central Michigan
University,

Jacquellne James and Judith
Adler graduated from Bowling
Green State University, Bowling
Green, Ohio,

The noce o a symbol of Love...
MEDALJION

Make your reservations now for & romantic evening at Medallion
on Valentine's weekend, February 12, 13 or 14. We will feature
special entrees for two and have live entertainment and dancing!
A beantlful rose will be presented to each lady, Come celebrate
that very speclal day with your loved one at Medallion,

For reservations please call 851-5540

Located in the new Crosswinds Mall at Orchard Lake &
Lone Pine Rd. (formerly Jack McCarthy’s Aristocrat)

e

Call Sylvan Learning Centernow,
Diagnostic Testing » Individualized Instruction » Personal
Attention * State-of-the-Art Materials » Unique Reward System

= Convenient, After-School Hours.
Now emvol[ngIEo; Reading » Math » Study Skills » Algebra
* College Prep = Readiness » ACT/SAT Test Preparation
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Caver Pacte-Making the BRight Dectolon!

Can you remembar ‘when you finished School & started 1o
Work? Remember how carefully you chase the of wark you
wanted to do7 And remomber how hard you searched for Just the
right job? Or was It really that way at all?

Porhops a friend told you about a Job opening or you spotted
an Ad in tho Newspapor. :

Now, after seoveral. years of omployment, you're wondering
whether there Is a better way to do your life's wark. Maybe your pay
18 not high enough or perhaps you foel stified by your employer.
Sound famlilar?

It 80, why not consider a caroer in Roal Estate? Can you Imagine
belng your own boss, setting your own income end working hours?
Life as a Reallor Associnte [s sallsfying with many rewards «
monetary, Intellectual, emotional and soclal,

r "Career Sominar Sorles,” wo

At
will explaln tn dotail how you can benofit
m a career In real eatate. CALL FOR®
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How can a renter insure peace of mind?

No problem.
Auto-Owners Apartment Dwallers coverage
tents of Ycur apartment from loss due to the!
wa(er,

rotects the con-

, vandalism, fire,

ind and other losses, ll also covers you and your family

o you. k your “no

problarn" Auto-Owners ansnt abou( renter's Inaurnnoz for your
peace-of-mind. .

a
‘dufa-m ‘h‘ﬂm
The'\b Boblom Fopte~
Frank Hand
Insurance Agency
20793 Farmington Rd.
Farmington » ,I7n””7

TERRY JOBBITT
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Total Tanning Center .

FREE TANNING!

Sunday, February 7, 10am-6pm
By Appointment Only

Valentine Gift Package

Bt:‘y 1 Tanning Package At The Regular Price, Get An
entlcal Package For You‘r Valentine At50% OFF.

"/z PRICE TANNING OFFER
39809 Grnnd River » Phoasant Run Plaza.e Novl

74-4445

Mon-Fri 9-;8at. 9:7;Sun, 10-8




